
 

 

Newsletter No. 4, Term 2, 2019 

Dear Parents 

Media release: Thanks to all of the parents and community members who gave support to the School Board 
for very fairly and firmly raising issues about building conditions here at Castletown Primary School. To 
ensure transparency, please find in the link School Board Media Release a copy of the Media Release that 
was prepared and endorsed by the School Board. 

To date, the matters at Castletown PS have been heard in Parliament and across the media. The Department 
of Education had Mr Steve Parry, Director of Infrastructure, visit the school last Thursday. As well, Mr Rob 
Tagliaferri, the Regional Manager Department of Management and Works, also attended for the same 
meeting. Mr Parry later met with the School Board to outline his findings and recommendations. Obviously 
I am delighted that we had the opportunity to present our position and to commence negotiating a suitable 
long term outcome for the school. 

Other matters of importance this week include: 

Reports – Teachers have completed these and they were emailed home on Friday. 

Teacher Vacancies – We have finalised the replacements for teachers on Long Service Leave in Term 3, 
including Mrs Brown – Mrs Popham, Mrs Florisson – Ms Bertola, Mrs Tolman – Ms Morrissey and Mrs Dixon 
(backfilled by Mr Moss). Mrs Maguire is replacing Mrs Ainsworth in Room 13 and we are currently finalising 
a relief for Ms Auricht who has Maternity Leave commencing in September. Mr Pansisni will backfill for Mrs 

Liddelow in Terms 3 and 4 and will continue his fabulous work as our PE 
Specialist. Ms Stokes is leaving the school for Semester 2 and Ms Pierre-
Humbert (4 days) and Mrs Egerton-Warburton (1 day) will replace her 
for the remainder of the year. To manage this has been a tricky time but 
we got there. Ms Linden will commence at the school next term to 
implement the STEM program. She will backfill for Mrs Fetherston who 
has been promoted to the Deputy Principal position. 

New Manager Corporate Services – Last 
Monday Mrs Barnes commenced in her new role as MCS and we welcome Tania to 
the position. That she was successful in the merit selection process, managed by 
Beilby Consultants, is a great start to an exciting new role and we all wish her every 
success. Mrs Mack will backfill the School Officer position vacated by Mrs Barnes. 

Leaders Conference – Congratulations to our Student Councillors for hosting a very successful Leader’s 
Conference here last week. Feedback from all participating schools in Esperance and the Mallee was that it 

was a wonderful day for everyone. They devised trust activities as icebreakers, 
presented a power point outlining and highlighting the importance of Student 
Councillor roles here at Castletown, engaged the very clever and gifted School 
Chaplain to lead the development of a special Leaders Hip Hop Dance and 
enjoyed a big pancake morning tea. Thanks to Mr Palmer for supporting our 
councillors to present such a fun filled and positive conference. 

https://www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/school_board_media_release.pdf


Interschool X Country – Congratulations to Mr Pansini and our Cross Country Team. They performed 
exceptionally well in very difficult conditions. The effort, encouragement and positive focus was well evident 
for all Castletown participants and we are very proud of you all. 

Final Assembly – On Friday the students in Room 14 hosted the major end of term Assembly. All Teachers 
presented a certificate to a worthy student for “Most Outstanding Achievement” for the term. It was a 
wonderful assembly and many thanks to Mrs Wickstein and her students for a fabulous assembly. 

Deputy Principal – Congratulations to Julie Fetherston as she too has won, on merit, the position of Deputy 
Principal (Curriculum) for the remainder of 2019 and possibly to be extended. Julie is doing an outstanding 
job to make a difference across so many areas and we are delighted to have her in this position. 

Nature Play Committee – Congratulations to the very strong Nature 
Play Committee for the strategic focus they have given to developing 
the plans and costs for the new playground. That the P&C has 
committed $34 000 to this project is a fine endorsement of the 
progress being made – well done and congratulations all round. 

Colin Brand 
Principal 
 

Deputy’s Desk – Student Services 

Attendance 
 
Thank you to parents and care givers who have informed the school of student absences and who have given 
a reason for the absence.  It is a legal requirement that all absences are explained.  As the term draws to a 
close it is beneficial for everyone to ensure reasons have been given for an absence.   
 
It has been great to see the high attendance rates for some classes as indicated by the Class Attendance 
Awards given out at assemblies, even though we have experienced a high incidence of ‘winter flu’ this term.  
Research indicates that an attendance rate of below 90% has a detrimental effect on a student’s learning. 
 
The class with the highest attendance rate for the entire term was Room 13, with an impressive rate of 92%.  
Congratulations to Room 13 students and parents for attaining this high rate.  
We would also like to celebrate the achievement of the following students who were at school for 100% of 
the term! 
 

Year Names 

Kindergarten Archie Bald, Deacon Bower, Ella Chapman, Declyn Child-Keitel, Michael Crehan, 
Bridgette Forrester, Morgan Guest, Sarah Macalpine, Olivia Richardson, Harvey 
Scrimgeour 

Pre-Primary Eleanor Bourne, Ashley Hartill, Poppy Holst, Grace Jeffes, Harlow Jones 

Year 2 Sharnae Anthony, Kaiden Brenssell, Jordy Chapman, Joseph Crehan, Oskar Graham, 
Coby Guest, Dakota Lay, Theodore Roost 

Year 3 Blake Brenssell, Sophie Goodwin, Chad Tate, John Wood, Lacey Zani 

Year 4 Rory Giorgiante, Nathan Keogh, Shikira Munzer, Jazmin Unwin 

Year 5 Druce Blythman, Deeanna Coussens, Mason Cowcher, Kupa Henning, Kayne 
Maguire, Liesl Muir, Harvey Paxton 

Year 6 Astiana Beardsmore, Isaac Francis, Lylah Heather, Lloyd Henderson, Anastazia Lay, 
Katelyn Maguire, Taj Neill, James Wilson 



Review Meetings 

Teachers have been busy conducting review meetings with parents of students with documented plans to 
discuss any relevant changes or improvements needed for next term.  These plans are designed to improve 
the learning opportunities for students.  The success of these plans depends on strong collaboration between 
teachers, parents and care givers.  If you are unable to attend an organised meeting, please contact the 
School to reschedule at a mutually suitable time. 

Laurie Palmer 
Deputy Principal – Student Services 
 

Deputy’s Desk - Curriculum 

ACER PAT-R On-line Reading Comprehension Assessment 

Last week all students from PP-Year 6 completed an online Reading Comprehension Assessment.  This 
assessment will be able to provide our teachers with valuable information regarding their students and their 
comprehension skills.  Students read a variety of texts including: informational, narrative, persuasive and 
procedural texts. It includes skills such as retrieving directly stated information, reflecting on texts, 
interpreting explicit information and interpreting by making inferences.  Teachers will be able to use the 
results to inform their reading groups for Term 3 and identify key reading comprehension skills to focus upon 
for each group and the class as a whole.  

Semester 1 Reports 

For the first time at Castletown Primary School, our Semester 1 Reports were sent home electronically 
yesterday.  If you have not received yours, please check your Junk Mail folder as your email provider may 
have sent it there as the emails were sent out in bulk.  If you cannot locate your report email, please email 
Julie.Fetherston@education.wa.edu.au and I will re-send it to you.  Please be advised that the link in the 
email will expire after 4 weeks so we recommend that you download your child’s report to your device for 
future viewing. 

Parent-Teacher Conferences 

As advised in your report email, our Parent-Teacher Conferences are scheduled for Wednesday 31st July 
(Week 2).  This will be a Pupil-Free Day.  This provides parents with the opportunity to meet with the teacher 
to discuss their child’s report and their achievement, progress and effort.  It also provides some parents the 
opportunity to meet their new teacher as we have a number of new teachers in classrooms for Term 3 due 
to various teachers on Leave.  The online booking system will be available soon and an email will be sent out 
with more details on how to book online. 

Julie Fetherston 
Deputy Principal – Curriculum 
 

Kindy/PP POL News 

This term the Kindy and Pre-Primary classes have been focusing on developing our 
oral language skills through telling their own narratives.  

In Pre-Primary the children completed a Brightpath assessment at the beginning 
of the term and from this the teachers were able to use the data to inform their 

mailto:Julie.Fetherston@education.wa.edu.au


teaching and support each child's individual development. In class, the Pre-Primary students have been 
making their own character puppets and setting and telling stories to their peers as well as using the iPads 
to create their own short stories on Puppet Pals.  

In Kindergarten the students will complete a Brightpath assessment next term so the teachers have been 
providing the students with opportunities to practise story telling in preparation for this. The students have 
been sequencing three piece puzzles to make a beginning, middle and end and then have been retelling what 
is happening in each part of their story. The teachers have been supporting the students to speak in full 
sentences and add description to their stories by looking closely at the pictures for details and clues.  

We have also had the puppet theatre out at recess and lunch times and the students have really enjoyed 
being able to tell their own stories using the animal puppets.  

At home you can support your child to develop their oral narrative skills by asking them questions about 
books that you read and getting your child to look closely at pictures for more detail. Other evenings you 
might get your child to look at the pictures and tell their own story, encourage them to use full sentences 
and elements from a narrative, such as making sure their story has a problem and getting them to include 
the setting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kara Auricht  
Kindergarten Teacher 
 

Years 1/2 POL News 

The Year 1s and 2s have been hard at work all term learning about the persuasive writing genre. Classes have 
engaged in learning about fact vs opinion, orally justifying decisions, features and structure of persuasive 
texts and high modality language. 



Teachers used data from a pre-assessment at the start of Term 2, to identify student’s strengths and needs. 
From there, teachers were able to plan engaging and meaningful learning experiences to develop student’s 
skills and knowledge of the persuasive genre.  

Some of the fun, humorous and relevant topics that we explored were; should students wear their pyjamas 
to school every day, which animal makes the best pet, would you rather be an astronaut or nurse and which 
crayon should not quit.  

Using their ICT and Digital Technology skills, students were able to type up their writing on computers and/or 
iPads using Word and Book Creator.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has been wonderful to see the participation, 
enthusiasm and diligence that Years 1 and 2 students 
have applied to creating fantastic persuasive texts. 
Teachers have seen improvements in punctuation, 
grammar, paragraphing, content, audience 
engagement and topic specific vocabulary.  

Lauren Stokes 
Year 2 Teacher – Room 5 
 



Years 3/4 POL News 

The Year 3 shoemakers have finished their STEM project to design and make a suitable, durable and 
protective shoe. What they have managed to create using only a limited number of resources is amazing!  

  

 

 

 

 

Other students have been making and trialling ‘Goldberg’ machines. As shown in the pictures, the students 
have had loads of fun learning about push/pull, forces and inclined planes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In HASS, the Year 4’s have been learning about the First Fleet and convicts. Everyone has taken on a role as 
someone in the First Fleet (convict, surgeon, captain, Governor) and are working on writing a diary entry 
from their character’s point of view.  

Sandra Callow 
Year 3 Teacher  
 
 



Year 5/6 POL News 

In classes, students have been finalising assessments and working very hard to complete these to the best 
of their abilities across all Learning Areas. 

After extensive and exhaustive training overseen by Mr Pansini, a selected group of keen runners from Year 
5/6 participated in the Interschool Cross Country last Friday. The students demonstrated excellent 
sportsmanship and endeavour as they embodied the virtues of Castletown Primary School. 

Preparations are well underway for the Year 6 Camp 2019 at Camp Quaranup in Albany from September 16th 
to 20th (Week 9 Term 3).  Parents and students will receive more information early next term. 

Students have participated in designing the front and rear covers for their camp booklet. The covers were 
selected on Friday Week 9 Term 2.  

As part of this preparation, Mrs Rose and Mr Moore have held a camp meeting with all Year 6 students to 
remind them of expected behaviours leading to camp and during camp. Also a reminder to them that camp 
is a privilege and not a right as this was detailed by Mr Brand at our Year 6 Parent Camp, Graduation and 
Transition meeting recently.  

Year 6 Graduation is now in its formative stages and more information will be forthcoming to parents. 

Nicola Rose 
Year 6 Teacher 
 
Specialist POL News - Numeracy 

What are the proficiency strands of the Numeracy curriculum, I ask you? Well, they reinforce the significance 
of working mathematically within the content and describe how the content is explored or developed. They 
are fluency, understanding, problem solving and reasoning. 

Since returning to work, my focus has been teaching Numeracy from 
Kindy through to Year 6, with an emphasis on the fluency and 
problem solving proficiencies. Maths should be fun, so what better 
way to have fun than by playing games. Students in the Early Years 
(K-2) have been focusing on counting and skip counting, basic facts 
to 10 (friends of 10) and compatible numbers to 20. Our game of the 
month is the card game ‘Make 10’ or a variation ‘Make 20’. This game 
can easily be played at home with a standard deck of cards. The 
picture cards = 10 and are only used in ‘Make 20’.  

 

 



Students in Year 3 – 6 have been consolidating their number 
fact knowledge with a major focus on the card game ‘Numero’. 
We have also revisited the basic strategies of Facts to 10, 
Compatible Numbers to 20, Doubles and Near Doubles as our 
fluency wasn’t great. Students are learning how to complete 
individual Numero Challenges by trying to find the best possible 
move with 10 cards in a short period of time. Next term we will 
be selecting students to compete in the Interschool Numero 
Competition – Esperance heat, so students are encouraged to 
keep practising. 

 

 

For any further queries on how to play any 
of the games, please contact me at 
ashley.weckert@education.wa.edu.au 
 
 
 
 

 
Ashley Weckert 
Numeracy Specialist teacher 
 
Specialist POL News – Physical Education 
 
For the last 3 weeks all students in the school have had netball as their sport focus. Students are showing 
great improvement with their quick “catch and release” when passing and also great decision making when 
trying to keep possession of the ball in the game. 
 
Whole school sports has had some sessions cancelled due to bad weather lately  but when we do get the 
chance to get out there all students have a great time interacting, practising skills and playing competitive 
games. If any parents are available to help on Fridays, please get in contact with the school and Mr Pansini 
will assign you a helpful role. 
 
Interschool cross-country was last 
Friday and 12 of our best runners 
battled the cold weather to come away 
with a second place in the both the 
boys and girls overall team times. It 
was a great morning of competitive 
running with all students showing great 
sportsmanship, determination and a 
never give up attitude. Congratulations 
to the 12 students who gave it their all 
and represented their school with 
pride and respect.  
 
Damien Pansini 
Physical Education Specialist 

mailto:ashley.weckert@education.wa.edu.au


Student Councillor’s News 

The first semester of 2019 has been very successful. We had our sports carnival, interschool athletics and 
many other fun and exciting events. The student councillors have also been very busy organising and running 
events at Castletown, including fundraising $2000 to go towards better R.I.B.I.T. resources. 

Just a reminder, Beanies for Brain Cancer is on 2nd August which is Friday of week 2. Please bring a $2 coin 
donation to go towards brain cancer research. In return you can wear a beanie for a day. 

One of our fundraisers was Pyjama Day. On the 12th June most students and teachers came wearing PJ’s. We 
raised an amazing amount of $700.00. 

On the last day of this term we had a whole school zipper. This was to bring everyone together for the end 
of a very fun semester.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more photos of our Whole School Zipper 
Click Here 
 

 

 

Mentally Healthy Schools Program 

As of June 2019, Castletown Primary School, has signed up to become a part of the Mentally 

Healthy Schools program to promote the Act-Belong-Commit ethos throughout our whole 

school community. At Castletown Primary School we believe that student (and staff) mental 

health and wellbeing are one of our biggest priorities, and that to work to the best of our ability, 

we need to keep mentally healthy. 

https://www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/page/310


Act-Belong-Commit is a mental health promotion campaign that encourages everyone to take action to protect and 

promote their own mental wellbeing. Being active, having a sense of belonging and having a purpose in life all 

contribute to happiness and good mental health. At Castletown Primary School there are so many opportunities for 

our students to act, belong and commit, and we hope to highlight these events and activities throughout the year. 

Look out for NAIDOC Week and Book Week and get involved in some way to boost your own wellbeing, like being a 

parent volunteer, sitting on a school committee or getting involved in the school fete. 

We hope by promoting the Act-Belong-Commit message around the school, it not only educates young people about 

what they can do to prevent the onset of mental illness, but also encourages them to participate in all the activities 

that are on offer to be active, join in lunchtime and after school groups, and do good things for others. To find out 

more about Act-Belong-Commit, visit the website. 

 
Health and Wellbeing Coordinator 
Nicola Rose 

 

Junior Assembly hosted by Room 7  

On Friday 21st June, Room 7 led the Junior Assembly.  As they have been learning about Persuasive Text 
Writing and the point-of-view of texts, they very creatively showed us how we have been misunderstanding 
the poor Wolf’s actions from the classic Fairytale – The 3 Little Pigs.  He was only after a cup of sugar and 
had a very bad cold!  All that huffing and puffing was from his cold, not because he is mean and he only ate 
the little pigs because he knew you shouldn’t let good food go to waste! 

Thank you Room 7 for an entertaining assembly. 

Mrs Fetherston 
Deputy Principal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To view a gallery of photos from the assembly click here. 

 

http://actbelongcommit.org.au/
https://www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/page/309


Certificates of Merit 

Congratulations to these Merit Certificate Winners from the Room 7 Junior Assembly. 

Year/Room Student 

Year 2 Room 3 Alexander Hay 

Year 2 Room 4 Olive Shillington 

Year 2 Room 5 Caleb Guest 

Year 1 Room 6 Jacob Black 

Year 1 Room 7 James Turnbull 

Year 1 Room 8 Kahlise Desmond 

Pre-Primary Room EC2 Nina Wych 

Pre-Primary Room EC3 Norah Stokes 

Pre-Primary Room EC6 Terrence Yorkshire 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Virtues Winners 

Congratulations to our Virtue Raffle ticket winners for the Room 7 Junior Assembly.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Year Room Student Virtue 

PP EC6 Tyler Peaker Helpfulness 

PP EC6 Sophie Bald Kindness 

1 Rm 8 Nicola Linden Sharing 

1 Rm 8 Izabella Rolton Sharing 

2 Rm 4 Danielle Knox Cooperation 

2 Rm 5 Coby Guest Excellence 



Whole School Assembly hosted by Room 14  

If you were not at the assembly on Friday 5th July, you missed a treat!  Mrs Wickstein’s Year 4 class conducted the 

assembly with poise, clarity and dignity.  Their item portrayed a classic replication of the TV series ‘Shark Tank’.  Room 

14 students had been learning about persuasive writing and the persuasive techniques used in that genre were tested 

by the four ‘sharks’ on three groups of budding inventors.   

Math Magicians had made a Maths board game and used few persuasive techniques to convince the sharks. 

The Kickball team designed a ball attached to a string to help kids do ‘keepy ups’ without losing the ball. They used no 

persuasive techniques. 

The Recyclers designed a desk organiser and jewellery holder out of a shoe box and used many persuasive techniques. 

The recyclers were able to convince the sharks to invest/fund their product and won the competition by using the 

following persuasive techniques:  

 Rhetorical questions,  

 Adjectives in groups of 3,  

 Emotive language, and  

 Facts and statistics.  

A fantastic item and well conducted assembly Room 14. 
 
Mr Palmer 
Deputy Principal 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here to view a gallery of Photos from the Whole School Assembly 

https://www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/page/308


Certificates of Outstanding Achievement 

Class Year Student 

EC2 PP Adelayde Humphrys, Judd Bassett 

EC3 PP Annabelle Drummond, Carter Manu 

EC6 PP Hudson Myers 

1 1 Sophia Hay 

2 1 Maxwell Macalpine, Julian Butcher 

3 1 Luca Abram 

4 2 Coby Guest 

5 2 Danielle Knox 

6 2 Jayde Browning 

7 2/3 Charlie Wooldridge 

8 3 Riley Stonehouse 

9 6 Isaac Francis  

10 5 James Guest 

11 5 Lara Smallman 

12 4 Olivia Stephen 

13 3 Lacey Zani 

14 4 Lilly Blacker 

21 6 Astiana Beardsmore 

Specialist LOTE Jazmin Humphrys, Imogen Hindley 

Phys Ed Cooper McMullen, Jai Wood 

Art Seth Patton, Axel Aldridge 

Mathematics Imogen Hindley, Nate Thomas 

 

  



R.I.B.I.T Readers 

Congratulations to these wonderful R.I.B.I.T Readers. 

Room Year Students 

1 2 100 nights – Felicity Myers 

3 2 100 nights – Elizabeth Hirt 

6 1 100 nights – Luca Abram 

9 6 100 nights – Ollie Creedon, Isaac Francis 

10 5 100 nights – Ashley Gallop, Mietta Styles, James Guest, Keeley Clarkson-Jones, 
Deeanna Coussens  

13 4 100 nights – Kady Creedon, Xavier Doherty 

 

Dates to Remember 

 

Monday 22nd July Staff Development Day – Pupil Free Day 

Tuesday 23rd July  First Day of Term 3 for Students 

Wednesday 24th July Year 6 Parent Meeting 

Friday 26th July  Kindy & Pre-Primary Enrolments Close 
Last day for payment of Year 2/3 Swimming 
Lessons. 

Wednesday 31st July Parent-Teacher Conferences 
Pupil Free Day 

Friday 2nd August Junior Assembly – Year 1, Room 1 
Beanies for Brain Cancer Day – led by our Student 
Councillors 
Year 6 Winter Carnival 

 

To view Community Events, click here 

 

 

https://www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/page/217

