
 

 

 

 

Newsletter No. 3, Term 2, 2019 

Dear Parents 

Thank you to everyone in our school community for the patience and tolerance shown as we adjust to the impact of 

the flu on staff and students. Matters at times have been very tricky and I appreciate just how considerate everyone 

has been. 

Building Progress: The many years of neglect of buildings has finally burst the bubble and we have a stream of on-

going challenges at the school. Significantly, the civil engineer is dealing with a major problem of improving the 

structural integrity of the badly corroded steel columns holding up the roof in rooms 1-8. At this stage, it has not been 

made clear to me about the progress of all matters to deal with mould in classrooms; stormwater flooding creating 

obvious problems around the school; flaking paint and metallic type insulation falling to the floor in many rooms on a 

regular basis and the completion of identified Building Condition Assessment Report faults recognised and on-going 

since 2013. That we have 4 x classes of students out of their classrooms for the past 7 weeks with no definitive date 

for return is unacceptable. I appreciate very much the support of the School Board and look forward to outlining 

specific related issues at the next Board meeting and will also give an overview at the P&C meeting next Monday. 

Music Festival: With thanks to School Board Chair Tania Wright, we have been indeed fortunate to attract the service 

and support of talented musician Mr Tim Holland to work with our Choir in the absence of Mrs Liddelow who has been 

on Leave and will be for a period to come. Tim commenced work with our School Choir yesterday and we are delighted 

that he is both keen and available to support Castletown PS to be exceptionally well prepared to compete, to the best 

of their ability, in the 2019 Esperance Music Festival. Best wishes to Tim and the Choir. 

Staff Changes: In Term 3, at least 4 teachers will be taking Long Service Leave, including Mrs Brown, Mrs Dixon, Mrs 

Tolman and Mrs Florisson. As well, later in the Term, Ms Auricht will commence her Maternity Leave. This week I was 

advised that Mrs Ainsworth is no longer an employee of the Department of Education and will not be returning to the 

school. Please be advised that we have all but completed a very smooth transition of suitable and keen relief teachers 

to allocate to these classes and will advise everyone in a timely manner. 

Selection Process: Beilby Human Resource Consultancy has worked closely with the school to merit select a Deputy 

Principal and a Manager Corporate Services. It is expected that the outcome of these processes will be known very 

soon and that formal announcements can be made appropriately. 

Pedagogy: The deliberate uptake of Easymark Maths K-6, 

PLD Literacy K-6 and Brightpath Writing K-6 are all having a 

profound influence on teaching and learning at the school. 

The attention to detail, the consistency of data and the 

collaborative decision making for planning adjustments, 

requests for specific support and resource allocation is 

professional and focussed on point of identified need. 

Importantly, we have been researching a whole school 

assessment program on Reading Comprehension. Data 

collated from this program will enhance the effective 

teaching and learning of Reading at Castletown PS. 

 Year 6 students dressed in their PJs 

to support the Student Leaders in 

their RIBIT fundraising. 

NEWSFLASH! NEWSFLASH! 
Our Year 6 Student Leaders have met their $2000 Target for 
RIBIT Resources! Outstanding achievement Student Leaders 
and thank you to our school community for supporting them! 



 

 

Year 6 Students: We are heading into a period that gives specific focus to our Year 6 students. I have met with Deputies 

and Class teachers to ramp up planning for Year 6 Camp, Transition to High School and Graduation. We certainly look 

forward to our planned meeting with parents this Thursday and working with them on these exciting projects. 

Parent Concerns: I have been genuinely delighted to have had the opportunity 

to work with a number of families to resolve complex issues. Please contact me 

on colin.brand@education.wa.edu.au if I can assist you in any way. 

Colin Brand 
Principal 

 

Deputy’s Desk - Curriculum 
 

Maths Specialist Program 

For the remainder of this term, students from K-6 will participate in a weekly maths session with Mr Weckert.  
Mr Weckert is supporting students to develop their mathematical skills in the fluency proficiency - 
developing students’ skills in choosing appropriate procedures; carrying out procedures flexibly, accurately, 
efficiently and appropriately; and recalling factual knowledge (eg times tables and basic facts) and concepts 
readily. Many of our senior students will be developing their fluency through the mathematical game 
Numero.  Younger students will be using Paul Swan strategies and games to develop their fluency. 

     

Semester 1 Reports 

As you are aware our Semester 1 reports will be emailed out on the last Friday of term 2.  When you receive 
your email you will need to click on the link.  This will take you to your child’s report.  We recommend that 
you download the report to your computer/device as the link does not stay valid forever (approximately 4 
weeks).  Prior to the report being emailed out, as the reports are sent out en mass, it is recommended that 
you add education.wa.edu.au to the safe senders list of your email system. This will ensure that any emails 
from Department sources are not blocked or restricted. 

PLD Observations 

As part of the implementation of our new Spelling Program – Promoting Literacy Development (PLD) I have 
been taking the opportunity to visit classes to observe a PLD session in the classroom.  Seeing all our teachers 
engaged in the uptake of this whole school program has demonstrated their commitment to improving 
student outcomes.  Students throughout the school are learning to sound out words either by individual 
sounds, on-set and rime or syllabic spelling.  Students are demonstrating their understanding of this 
sounding out through various strategies including 2 colour coding eg cat shop sheep (individual sounds); 
ship, mice, sigh (onset and rime); direction, resident, gracious (syllabic spelling). 

 

 

The staff also joined in the fun of PJ Day! 

mailto:colin.brand@education.wa.edu.au


 

 

Kindergarten Enrolments   

For the past two years Castletown PS has provided a Pre-Kindy Orientation Program for 
our incoming Kindergarten students.  Students and parents are invited to attend an 
introduction session at the end of Term 3. In Term 4, students and parents can attend a 
series of 3 “Welcome to Kindy“ sessions where students experience a snapshot of life in 
the Kindy program.  By enrolling your child now you will receive an invitation for 
participation in this program that is designed to support students with the transition 
from home to kindy in a safe, encouraging environment. 

Kindergarten Enrolments for 2020 are now open.  For more information, click the following link:   

https://www.education.wa.edu.au/enrolling-in-school 

Julie Fetherston 
Deputy Principal – Curriculum 
 

Kindy/PP POL News 

The Kindy and Pre Primary students have enjoyed creating 

art works and stories during Reconciliation Week.  

National Reconciliation Week is held every year May 27th to 

June 3rd. It is a time to celebrate and build on respectful 

relationships shared by Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islanders 

and other Australians. The students listened to Dreamtime 

stories to learn how the Aboriginal people understand who 

created the land and everything on it. Popular stories in the 

Kindy classes were ‘How the birds got their colours’ and ‘The 

Rainbow Serpent’. Pre Primary children discussed and drew 

their Deadly Stories (What they are good at…) and learnt 

about the colours on the Aboriginal flag. 

Wendy Weckert 
Kindy Teacher 
 

Years 1/2 POL News 

Mr Pansini has been awarding faction points for displaying many good virtues including attitude and effort.  
He has been looking for: 

 people wearing the correct colour t-shirt in their faction. 

 displays of good sportsmanship. 

 vigorous chanting for team mates. 

 team work. 
 

He has also given our classes the skipping bug and many children are using recess and lunch time to hone 
their skills.  Many boys have chosen to participate in football and basketball skill building also. 
 

In class, teachers have been practising virtues of kindness, respect and tolerance. 
 

Ange Dixon 
Year 2 Teacher 

https://www.education.wa.edu.au/enrolling-in-school


 

 

Years 3/4 POL News 

The Year 3's are busy working on the next stage of their 
current STEM Learning Project 'The Long Walk'. 
After investigating the most suitable materials to use to 
design a shoe, we are now up to the next stage of making 
our suitable, durable shoe. As shown in the photos, 
our 'Shoemakers' are busy cutting, joining and creating their 
designs. 
 
In Mathematics, the Year 4's have continued to 'boost' their 
mental maths ability with Numero Challenges. The students 
have been able to even further extend their understanding 
of Numero and are developing their ability to 'think outside  
the box' while working with Mr Weckert. 
 
Sandra Callow 
Year 3 Teacher 

 

 

 
 

 

Year 5/6 POL News 

 

A focus has been on Reconciliation Week and what the word reconciliation means – the restoring of friendly 

relationships between people. Synonyms found were: reunion, reuniting, conciliation, reconcilement. 

Reconciliation is an on-going process in which people understand that national unity of all people is the 

ultimate aim. A display of Hands of Reconciliation was a feature. 

 

 

  



 

 

The Year 6 cohort was addressed by the ESHS 

Transition to Year 7 coordinator on Thursday 

last week and were presented with packages 

that explained the process of entering into a 

vibrant High School curriculum that offered 

many interesting and varied pathways for 

individuals to follow from Year 7 onwards. The 

many questions that followed the presentation 

demonstrated a high level of enthusiasm from 

students. A reminder that enrolment forms 

must be handed in at the ESHS Office by the end 

of Term 2. 

The assembly that was run by Room 11 was linked to the STEM Bushfire Unit in its overall theme of ‘Unity’. 

In expanding on the theme in a news format, references were additionally made to what was happening in 

Room 11, the Senior Area, the school and the community as a whole.  

Students from Room 10 were seen around the school carrying out filming activities that related to news 

reports about Bushfires. 

Students are reminded that they must gather at the front office if arriving at school before 08:15. 

Adrian Moore 
Year 6 Teacher 
 

Specialist POL - Art 

Students from throughout the school continue to apply and develop their ideas and skills whilst producing a 
range of artworks.   

The clay Minions have been fired and glazed and are proudly on display in the art 
room. The senior and middle school classes are now working on print-making using 
foam.  They are currently in the process of printing their amazingly colourful and 
detailed bugs, beetles and butterfly designs.  

Earlier this term the middle school students worked skilfully with tissue paper to create 
wonderful underwater sea collages. They too are printing their colourful bug, beetles 
and butterfly designs. 

The junior school classes completed their Pop Art Hand designs and have now 
created very detailed and colourful Rainbow Serpents, using printing paint and an 
egg ring. It was great to see the students applying care to enhance their work. The 
students are now working on African animal scenes with tissue paper. 

 

Steve Barter 
Art Specialist 

 

  



 

 

Assembly hosted by Room 11 – 7th June 

Room 11 presented a very “news-worthy” assembly last Friday.  Their item was a presentation that was 
based upon a News Report.  Students reported about the events that were happening in their class, in the 
senior area, around the school, in Esperance and around the “nation”. 

All students from the class participated throughout the assembly displaying the virtue of Unity.  The students 
spoke confidently on the microphone demonstrating the perseverance and practice they had undertaken to 
prepare for the assembly.  Well done Room 11. 

Julie Fetherston 
Deputy Principal 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more photos please click here for the gallery. 

 

Certificates of Merit 

Year 6 
Room 9 

Tegan MacKenzie 

Year 6 
Room 21 

Emily Crawley 

Year 5 
Room 10 

Demi Hunter 

Year 5 
Room 11 

Jackson Goodwin 

Year 4 
Room 12 

Ellie-Rose Weckert 

Year 4 
Room 14 

Luke Edgar 

Year 3 
Room 13 

Lola-Rose Ridgway 
Savhannah Lewis-Hoey 

Year 3 
Room 1 

Cooper Weckert  

Year 3 
Room 2 

Shane Nievaart 

Year 2 
Room 3 

Harmony Black 
 

  

https://www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/page/307


 

 

Virtues Winners 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RIBIT Readers 

Congratulations to these wonderful RIBIT Readers. 

 

Room Year Students 

1 2 50 nights – Xavier Richardson, Finlay Hunt, Elsie Styles 

2 3 100 nights – Alyssia Bain, Sophie Goodwin 

3 2 80 nights – Braxton Hartley, Brodie Oliver, Olivia Beardsmore, Cody Henderson, Khloe 
Charles, Saffia Redman 
100 nights – Braxton Hartley, Beau Sylva, Tiffany Humphrys 

4 2 50 nights – Chelsea Richardson, Danielle Knox, Nicholas Toby, William Wright 
80 nights – Danielle Knox 
100 nights – Imogen Hindley, Danielle Knox 

6 1 50 nights – Luca Abram, Kate Ashman, Xavier Bailey, Jacob Black, Taj Laird, Miley Lear, 
Lakyn Mackean, Abigail Pearson-Harper, Amaya Nankivell, Eva Richardson, Summer-Lee 
Turner and Kohen Unwin.  
100 nights – Kate Ashman 

7 1 50 nights – James Turnbull 

8 1 50 nights – Kai Coleman, Kahlise Desmond, Indiarnah Houston, Heidi Hurrell 

9 6 50 nights – Isaac Francis, Manaia Marsden 
80 nights – Ollie Creedon, Isaac Francis, Manaia Marsden 
100 nights – Isaac Francis, Ollie Creedon 
Addison Daw, Ollie Creedon, Joshua Ryan, Gemma Jackson 

13 4 80 nights – Kady Creedon 
100 nights – Remy Schmidt, Lacy Zani 

 

P&C News 

For the latest P&C News please click here 

Please click here for latest uniform order form.  Uniforms can now be ordered online through QuickCliq.  If 
you are not registered click here to register. 

 

Year Room Student Virtue 

2 2 Ruby Johnson Respect 

3 13 Lola-Rose Ridgway Diligence 

4 14 Tyrhys Nelson Peacefulness 

4 14 Ava Neill Determination 

5 11 Lara Smallman Responsibility 

6 9 Molly Pechar Peacefulness 

https://www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/page/169
https://www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/page/176
https://quickcliq.com.au/


 

 

 

Book Fair 

 
Castletown P & C had a very successful Book Fair with total sales of $7036. A big 
thank you to students, staff, parents and carers who supported our Book Fair by 
making a purchase. 
 
This year our Year 6 Student Councillors visited classes to encourage 
Kindergarten to Year 2 students to complete a colouring in picture, and Years 3 

to 6 to produce their own beach themed work such as a drawing, collage etc no larger than A4. This was very 
well supported by all students with lots of amazing work. 
 
Congratulations to all those who won a $10 voucher and thank you to Mr Laurie Palmer for the hard job of 
judging. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Year Room Student 

Kindy EC5B Sienna Charles 
Ted Graham 

PP EC2 Addison Robbins 

PP EC3 Asha Vermey 

1 8 Teal Dell’Agostino 

1 6 Lily Wooldridge 

2 5 Marli Browning 

2 4 Olive Shillington  

3 13 Lacey Zani 

3 13 John Wood 

4 12 Isabelle Crawley 

4 14 Lilly Blacker 

5 11 Asha Revell 
Makaela Hillbrick 

6 9 Zoe O’Sullivan 
Megan Grant 



 

 

The P & C would like to thank the many amazing volunteers that generously 
donated their time and came along to help out with the running of the fair 
-  Suzie Styles (who helped and decorated the library), Addi Timms (who 
arrived early every day to open book fair), Hailee Schmidt, Karly Humphrys, 
Kellie Guest, Jo Ramsell, Sarah Nolan, Sandra Prosser, Tiana Gilchrist, 
Marnie Fels, Sonya Hennessy, Marika Bain, Nicki MacKenzie, Naomi Hartley, 
Megan Sylva, Kelsey Browning, Jodie, Amanda Pratt, Tracy Riggs, Kellie 
Guest, Janet Durrant and Kelly Heather. Thank you to Sally Cox, Suzie Styles, 
Emma Green and Hailee Schmidt for helping with pack up. Year 6 councillors 
a big thank you for supporting our book fair by promoting competitions, 
serving on the variety table and assisting with the unpacking and packing 
up of our book fair.  
For anyone that ordered books at the fair they should be delivered to your 
classroom very soon. 
 
We hope you all enjoy your new books.   
 
Jen Sage and Terri Coates 
Book Fair Coordinators 
 

 

 

 

Dates to Remember 

 

Thurs 13th June Year 6 Parent Meeting 
3.10 in the Library. 

Mon 17th June P&C Meeting  
1.30 pm in the Staff Room 

Fri 21st June Assembly hosted by Room 7 
Interschool Cross Country 

 

To view Community Events, click here 

 

 

https://www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/page/217

