Newsletter 4, Term 2
11th June 2021
Dear Parents and Carers
Kindergarten News
Enrolments for Kindergarten places at our school in 2022 are now open, and close on July 23. It is important that
parents apply to enrol their children for Kindy by that date so that we can accurately plan our classes for next year. If
you know someone who has a child eligible for Kindy next year (turning 4 between 1 st July 2021 and 30th June 2022),
please encourage them to come to our office to enrol as soon as possible, if they haven’t yet.
We are currently planning another Kindergarten group for semester 2. We have three groups operating now, and are
aware that there are several eligible children in our zone who are not yet attending. It is essential that these children
attend Kindy in Semester 2, to provide them with the necessary foundations for Pre-primary next year. Children who
miss Kindy will not automatically start Kindy the following year.
School Board Activities
Our school board has been very busy lately, behind the scenes. The members of our school board, which includes
parents, staff and community reps, are also members of at least one sub-committee, and their particular skills,
occupations and connections have been very useful. The five sub-committees are:






Buildings and Infrastructure: This team is developing some proposals to improve traffic and parking around
our school, and preparing to lobby for the next stage of buildings renewal, which is the construction of a new
administration building and another permanent early year’s classroom block.
Healthy School: This group is bringing together the school’s policies and guides in all health-related areas,
including nutrition, student illness, medication, and social and emotional well-being.
Promoting and Marketing: Investigating ways to publicise the good things happening in our school, and
promote the image and reputation of Castletown Primary School in the wider Esperance community, with our
on-line publications to be more “newsy” and interesting to our school community.
Positive Behaviour: Promoting the school’s focus on Positive Behaviour recognition, and linking this to student
health and well-being. It is also working to streamline the school’s processes for unproductive or negative
behaviour, to reduce the impact of individual’s behaviour on other students and staff around them.
Homework: Conducting a review and revision of the school’s Homework Policy and Guide, to bring more
consistency across our classrooms and allow a flexible approach to suit a range of views and needs.

Excursions
Recently some of our classes have been on an excursion. Pre-primaries attended the performance of “Pete the Sheep”
at the Civic Centre, and the Year 1s yesterday attended the Spare Parts Puppet Show, “The Little Prince”. Last week,
the Year 2s had a day out at the foreshore and jetty. Mrs Coupar made a cameo appearance in a wheelchair, as she is
on leave with a broken leg. I greatly appreciate the time and effort the teachers have spent planning and organising
the excursions, as there is a great deal of documentation and information required these days.
We also appreciate the support of the P&C, as in many cases teachers have used the funds raised in last year’s Colour
Fun Run, and allocated to our classes, to subsidise the cost.

Choir Shirts
Our P&C Association recently approved funds towards the purchase of a set of shirts for our school’s senior and junior
choirs. These will be owned and retained by the school, and will make our choirs really stand out when they perform.
It should also encourage more children to want to participate in our choirs.
Best wishes
Tim Baker
Principal

Deputy’s Desk - Curriculum
Semester 1 Reports
Teachers are busy preparing the Semester 1 reports ready to be sent out on Friday 2nd July. A reminder to parents to
please ensure that their email address is current with the school so that the reports are sent to the correct
address. Once you click on the link for your child’s report, it is important that you do download the report to your
device as the link expires after 4-6 weeks. If you can’t find your report, please check your junk mail folder as some
email providers send the email there.
“Toss the Boss”
Castletown Primary School has nominated Mr Baker in the
“Toss the Boss” Surf Life-Saving Fundraiser through a Triple M
Esperance promotion. Many of our families have children who
are Junior Nippers and Junior Surf-Lifesavers and we are keen
to support this fundraiser which will raise funds to purchase
additional resources, including a shed for the Junior Life-Savers
program. Mr Baker will be ‘tossed’ on Tuesday, 15th June at
3.30pm and we plan to video it, to show students at the next
assembly. Students are also welcome to come and cheer him
on at the Jetty on Tuesday. We have started with a pledge of
$300 and would like to encourage any families that would like
to make a cash donation towards Mr Baker’s “toss” to bring it to the school office where we have a donation tin
available.
Student Leaders Morning
Last Wednesday morning, Castletown PS was host to 44 Student
Leaders from the Esperance network including Esperance PS,
Nulsen PS, OLSOTS, Munglinup PS, Cascades PS, Condingup PS,
Scaddan PS and Salmon Gums PS. Mr Weckert led the session,
ably supported by Mr Jake. The Student Leaders were engaged in
a number of “getting to know you” games, team building and trust
building activities including an Amazing Race around the school,
an Obstacle Course where students were blindfolded and guided
by another student through the obstacle course and a “paper
scissors rock” competition. It was great to see the students from
different schools getting to know each other better, and playing
together at recess time. Thank you to Mr Weckert for planning a
fun, interactive morning and Mr Jake for his support and excellent
photography once again.

Julie Fetherston
Deputy Principal

Year 2 Excursion
Rooms 4, 5 and 6 were blessed with a sunny day on Friday 4th, when they did a history tour of Esperance. They visited
the jetty, did the foreshore walk, visited the museum, Dolly mix and Bijou Theatre. Thanks to all the parent helpers
who enabled us to do this.

EC7 Reconciliation Week
The Kindy students learnt the Wanjoo song with Mrs Moir. We
practised an Acknowledgement of Country and Mrs Moir explained
how to say hello in Nyungar "Kaya!". Sheldon came in and painted
their hands like the Aboriginal flag and discussed the meaning
behind the different colours on the flag. We read Dreamtime
stories and made Sorry Day Flowers.
Kate Palmer
Kindergarten Teacher

Year One STEM Project
On Thursday of Week 6 all Year One
students participated in a whole day
STEM project called Our Magnificent
Thing. Based on the fiction picture
book, The Most Magnificent Thing by
Ashley Spires, students repurposed
recyclable items collected by families
to create their own most magnificent
thing, that had value and a purpose
to them. We saw students use and
develop skills in designing, creating,
problem solving and collaboration.
This project gave students the
opportunity
to
consider
sustainability and the impact of their
lifestyle choices on the environment.
We collected a huge number of
recyclable items which we then all
sorted into the different materials
they were made from (cardboard,
plastic, tin, glass). Using collaborative
learning skills students used their
knowledge of the materials collected
to design a magnificent thing in
groups. After lunch, each student had
the opportunity to make their
magnificent thing and see how
accurately they could follow their group’s proposed design idea. We had a fantastic day and students were very proud
of their recycled creations. Thank you to our helpers for the day.

STEM
We are hoping to enter a STEM
classroom Cash competition from the
West Australian. There are entry
coupons in the Saturday editions of the
paper on the 12th and 19th June. We
would love it if you could send the
coupons into the school for us to
complete and send in. You may need to
rescue the first coupon from the
recycling bin that was in last Saturday's
paper. The more coupons we have the
more entries we can put in. Thank you for
your help.

Art Gallery

Soccor Goals

Students from across the school have been working
with edicol dye and black text to create colourful
wild flower designs. These artworks have been done
by Room 14.

Our students have been enjoying using the new soccer goals
which arrived yesterday. These were purchased with funds
from the Sporting Schools program as part of Mr Pansini’s
soccer program.

Olivia Beardsmore

Sadie Witt

Thank You
To The Choppin Block and Brumbys for their donations
towards the sausage sizzle we held for our Welcome
Barbecue with our Aboriginal families on Thursday the
27th May 2021 in Reconciliation Week.

Dakota Lay

Imogen Hindley

A Message from the Health and
Wellbeing Team

RIBIT
Congratulations to the following RIBIT readers

Room
Room 5
Room 7
Room 8
Room 9
Room 13
Room 14

Year
2
3
3
5
4
4

100 Nights
Oliver Pitchers
Miley Lear
Kipp Pace
Summer Bingham
Beau Sylva
Macy McLaren, Ella Tabinor

Breakfast Club

DONATIONS PLEASE
We are looking for donations of the below items for our new Breakfast Club commencing in Term 3.















Plastic plates, bowls and cups
Utensils
Tea towels
Dishwashing liquid
Sponges
Spray and Wipe
Chopping Boards
Cutlery – Sharp knives, butter knives, forks, spoons
Serving utensils – tongs, egg slice, serving spoons
Toasters
Large serving dishes and trays
Gloves
Zip lock bags, cling wrap, alfoil
Microwavable dishes

If you have any of these items at home or wish to purchase as a donation to our school, please deliver to our front
office. Any donation is much appreciated.
We are looking for parents, family and community members that would like to volunteer at our Breakfast Club.
If this is something you may be interested in being a part of, please contact the school on either 9076 2800 or
email castletown.ps@education.wa.edu.au

Kindergarten Enrolments Are Now Open
Pop into the office to see one of our lovely office ladies to request
an enrolment form. All enrolment forms need to be handed back
into the office along with a copy of your child’s birth certificate and
proof of address by no later than Friday 23th July 2021.

Dates to remember
Friday 18th June 2021

Tuesday 22nd June 2021
Friday 2nd July 2021

Monday 19th July 2021

School Assembly – Room 4
Interschool Cross Country
Year 6 Have A Go Day
Year 5 Hip Hop Dance Excursion
Mini Assembly Years 1 to 6 – to present Outstanding Achievement awards
Reports sent out
Last Day of Term 2
First Day of Term 3 for Students and Teachers

Community News
Please click here to view our community events page on our
website.

