Newsletter 3, Term 2
28th May 2021
Dear Parents and Carers
This week we were given a taste of Winter and what we can expect in the next few months. But in typical Esperance
fashion, the Arctic conditions didn’t last more than a day or two. I had to smile watching many of our kids at play,
running around in their shorts and shirts, seemingly oblivious to the cold.
National Reconciliation Week: This year’s theme is “More Than A Word. Reconciliation Takes Action”. This runs from
Wednesday 26th May, which is National Sorry Day, to Thursday June 3. We will be marking Reconciliation Week in
several ways, including some coverage in our classrooms at an age-appropriate level in keeping with our national and
state curriculum. This means presenting a balanced, factual approach to Australian history. We now have 60 Aboriginal
students attending Castletown Primary, or 8.5% which is significant.
To my mind, Reconciliation means acknowledging the past, and working together in the present to build a positive
future for all. The short video, Journey of Health and Well-being, captures this in a balanced way and is well worth
watching by all. Our school is developing a Cultural Responsiveness Operational Plan, with a range of strategies across
the domains of the WA Aboriginal Cultural Standards framework. This is an area where we are behind most other
schools in WA, but I have been very pleased with the enthusiastic response from staff, parents and students, both
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal, and we are catching up.
A free screening of the movie, “In My Blood It Runs”, will be held at the Esperance on Civic Centre on Tuesday at 4pm
for Reconciliation Week. See details in our community news section of this newsletter.
Breakfast Club: Thank you to those who answered our call for assistance with this initiative. We plan to commence in
term 3, on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings before school. We have already received some pledged
donations of food and other items, and offers of support from several businesses in town. We have registered our
school with Foodbank, which supports many schools and other organisations in our country.
Kitchen Classroom: At our last School Board meeting, the board discussed an idea of acquiring and establishing a
building for our school which could be used as a “classroom kitchen”, as part of our Sustainability Education focus.
Students could take the vegetables and plants grown at school and turn it into food and produce in cooking lessons.
This would be a sizeable project, with funds needed for the building, transportation, installation, fitting out, and
equipment and utensils. Some board members have taken up the challenge and begun to look for possible sources of
funds and assistance. We will keep you informed of any progress.
Traffic, Parking and Buildings: Also on the board’s agenda has been the topics of Traffic and Parking, and Building
Renewal. Whilst parking and traffic works pretty well at the early years, there is a dire need for improvements
elsewhere around the school, particularly McGlade Way. There have been numerous reports of near-misses and closecalls, and even a few minor collisions. It is simply unacceptable as well as unsafe for children and parents to have to
exit the school directly into a carpark and moving traffic. Plans have been drawn up for suggested short-term
improvements, including changes to fences and gates near the Science Room, and approaches to the Shire to address
traffic flow.
The school will fund some changes to the fences and gates, but much more will be needed to address this problem. A
few years ago, a master plan was drawn up to identify the next stage of building renewal for Castletown Primary

School. This identified the need for the next stage to be the construction of another early year’s classroom block, near
the current one in the Pauline Grewar Early Childhood section, to replace the transportable classrooms, and a new
administration and staff room block, to replace the current one which is out-dated, unattractive - and situated behind
a toilet block.
The board believes that the long-term solution for both these problem areas is through an integrated approach. If the
new buildings can be achieved, then new visitor and staff parking would be provided in conjunction. The board has
begun drafting some concept sketches of preferred building locations and associated traffic and parking designs, as a
conversation starting point. More information will be provided in due course.
New Signs Around the School: You will notice two new signs placed around our school. One informs visitors that
“Unauthorised entry to school premises outside of school hours is prohibited”, and the other that CCTV cameras are
installed. These are a legal requirement to enable police to take action against any unauthorised intruders who commit
offences, and use the footage from the CCTV camera system. It is my view that parents of children who attend this
school have a reason to be on site with their children, and can be considered as authorised visitors.
Esperance Senior High School Information: The following information is extracted from the recent ESHS newsletter,
and is relevant for Year 6 students and their parents and carers.
The Year 7 Coordinator will be visiting the local primary schools from Wednesday 26th May to Thursday 3rd June, with
a Year 6 Parent Night being held on completion of the talks on Thursday 10th June at 6:30pm in the Library. A second
such meeting is held in November. Parents are invited to a tour on Monday, 14th June commencing at 9:30am at the
Front Office of the high school. Please contact the Junior Campus on 9071 9503 to advise if you would like to attend.
On Thursday, ESHS staff visited our school to speak with the year 6 students. Enrolment packs were handed to them.
We ask that you please make a note of all the required information to enrol your child at Esperance Senior High School
for 2022. These forms are due in to the High School by the start of Term 3.
Best wishes
Tim Baker
Principal

Deputy’s Desk - Curriculum
Operoo
A number of classes are starting to plan excursions. For most of these we plan to use Operoo as our main parent
notification and permission approach. If you have not created your Operoo account and would like some assistance in
creating it, then please feel free to come into school and Mrs Castledine or myself would be happy to help. Operoo
allows our staff to be able to quickly access important health/medical information whilst on an excursion/camp.
Student Leader’s Morning
Next week, Castletown will be hosting the Student leaders from all the schools in and around Esperance for a morning
of team building and information. This provides these leaders with the opportunity to learn about the other schools,
as well as the roles that Student leaders have in those schools. These events are held each term and help foster
friendships across schools leading into high school next year.
ESHS Year 6 meeting
Yesterday Mr Brett Landers from Esperance Senior High School presented a talk to our Year 6 students about the
transition to high school and the opportunities that Esperance Senior High School can offer. Parents are asked to
please complete these forms and either return them to our school office or directly to ESHS by the end of Term 2. From
Term 3, the forms will have to be sent directly to ESHS as our school office will no longer be collecting them.

Mallee Schools at Castletown PS
Today the students from Cascades, Munglinup, Salmon Gums and Scaddan joined our school to participate in the
Readers and Writers Author visits and experienced a day in the life of a larger school. Pre-primary students from
Cascades and Salmon Gums joined in with our own Pre-Primary classes whilst the Years 1-6 students participated in
STEM activities with Mrs Watt, Whole School Sport with our students and then joined our classes for the Author visits.
It was lovely to see all the students playing together at recess time and lunch, making new friends.
Julie Fetherston
Deputy Principal

Room 7 and 21 Assembly
Another fun assembly this morning! We were joined by students and visitors from
Munglinup and Cascade Primary Schools, who are here for the Readers and Writers Festival
activities today. This created what was quite possibly a record assembly crowd! As this is
National Reconciliation Week, we commenced with an acknowledgement of country by Ms
Anna Bonney, a parent and member of our School Board, followed by everyone joining in
to sing Wanjoo, a traditional Nyungar welcome song which our students know quite well.
Room 7 and 21 performed two items for us today. Room 6 had originally been scheduled
for the assembly but had to be rescheduled due to Ms Coupar breaking her leg!
Fortunately Room 7 and 21 volunteered to take over and what a marvellous job they did.
They began with the poem “On the Ning-nang-nong” by the famous Spike Milligan which
included musical accompaniment to certain words. This was then followed by a poem about a student who was
atrocious at spelling but after some words from her parents and teacher became ‘supercalifragilisticexpialidocious’.
For two classes to be able to recite both poems from memory, add in actions and speak together in time reflects
strongly on the effort and practice that the students and teachers undertook. Well done Room 7 and 21 – you were
excellent.

We also introduced 22 new “Ninja Friendship Warriors” who will be available to students in the playground who
experience friendship fires, to help them work out and solve their friendship fires and minor problems.
Following the merit certificates, we had the behaviour points draw, with those with the highest tally of Be Friendly
points being selected to spin the wheel. Once again, Fly the Pie came up and Steph selected Mr McLaren.

Finally, we decided to give the visitors from Cascade and Mungy a little memento of our
school, and Mr McLaren’s tie was sacrificed.

Assembly Awards
The Indonesian Award was awarded to Room 13 for their knowledge of sports in Indonesian.
Aussie of the Month was awarded to Riley Webster for being a friendly class member consistently thinking of others.
Mr P’s Sportsmanship award was presented to Lincoln Humphrys for consistently looking out for others during sport
time and break times.

Merit Award Winners
Congratulations to our Merit Award Winners at our assembly.
The Music Award was awarded to Room 3
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Eliza Tate
Anthony Farrugia
Violet Folvig
Axton Krul
Alex Knox
Ila Meredith
Rogan Hurrell
Isabelle Stratton
Polly Gilchrist
Lacey Hawke
Ayva Harris
Lily Thomas
Scarlette Folvig
Mia Weedon
Shari Rose
Annalise Nichols
Charlotte Beardsmore
Felicity Myers
Sophie Goodwin
Daniel Chitarra

RIBIT
Congratulations to the following RIBIT readers
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100 Nights
Heidi Hurrell
Blake Brenssell, Rachel Smith, Ryan Gilmore
Remy Schmidt
Kaiden Brenssell, Onali Herath
Spencer Bower
Tiffany Humphrys

Bently Anderson
Charlotte Pratt
Tom Hogg
Theo Schmidt
Eli Parry
Tyrael Kennedy
Max Chitarra
Kristian Wright
Kingston Tawhiao
Phoenix McMullen
Riley Webster
Carter Watt
Jasmin Clarke
Cody Henderson
Coby Guest
Lachlan Davies
Lucas Nankivell
Marley Roper
Finlay Hunt

RAW – Readers and Writers
Today our students were able to hear from 4 different authors as part of the Readers and Writers Event currently
being held in Esperance.
The day started with identified students from across the schools in the Esperance network participating in an
extension writing workshop with former Castletown teacher and soon to be published author Nola Smith.
After lunch, we had three concurrent sessions occurring around the school.
Year 1 and 2 students were entertained by Briony Stewart, author and illustrator of We Love You Magoo which is
one of the Children’s Book Council Shortlist for Book of the Year: Older Readers. Briony demonstrated how she
works through the process of creating her books and demonstrated to the students how easily and quickly she can
draw dogs, encouraging students to do the same.
Year 3 and 4 students participated in an interesting and entertaining session with Frane Lessac, who has been the
author and/or illustrator of over 50 books. Frane explained the process that she works through and then introduced
the students to her in-house editor, Banjo, her very cute puppy who assists her in her editing by eating her work!
Frane did a drawing activity with the students as part of her session.
Year 5 and 6 students were enthralled by Mark Greenwood who drew the students in with his excellent story-telling
and demonstrated how he makes history come alive in his books. He explained to the students that his history
books have a touch of fiction and non-fiction and kept them guessing as to what was real and what was not!
We would like to thank the Esperance Community Arts for bringing this event to our school and enabling the authors
to come and share with the schools in our town. Mrs Lesley Mather has been the committee’s school liaison and has
been working tirelessly on this project coordinating the author’s visits to the schools.

Reconciliation Week welcome BBQ
Yesterday after school, we held an informal sausage sizzle to acknowledge the first day of National Reconciliation
Week. It was great to see so many of our parents and family members come along to the school. We want them to
feel very welcome in our school, and hope to see them more often.

“Mr Pansini with our cross-country team during lunch-time practice last week.”

Library news

Lost property

Breakfast Club

DONATIONS PLEASE
We are looking for donations of the below items for our new Breakfast Club commencing in Term 3.















Plastic plates, bowls and cups
Utensils
Tea towels
Dishwashing liquid
Sponges
Spray and Wipe
Chopping Boards
Cutlery – Sharp knives, butter knives, forks, spoons
Serving utensils – tongs, egg slice, serving spoons
Toasters
Large serving dishes and trays
Gloves
Zip lock bags, cling wrap, alfoil
Microwavable dishes

If you have any of these items at home or wish to purchase as a donation to our school, please deliver to our front
office. Any donation is much appreciated.
We are looking for parents, family and community members that would like to volunteer at our Breakfast Club. If
this is something you may be interested in being a part of, please contact the school on either 9076 2800 or email
castletown.ps@education.wa.edu.au

Kindergarten Enrolments Are Now Open
If your child is four years old by 30 June 2022 you can apply to enrol them in Kindergarten for 2022.
Pop into the office to see one of our lovely office ladies to request an enrolment form. All enrolment forms need to
be handed back into the office along with a copy of your child’s birth certificate and proof of address by no later than
Friday 23th July 2021.

P&C

Dates to remember
Thursday 27th May – 3rd June 2021

National Reconciliation week

Monday 7th June 2021
Tuesday 8th June 2021
Wednesday 16th June 2021

WA Day – Public Holiday – Students do not attend school today
Earbus visit
School Board Meeting 3:30pm

Community News
Please click here to view our community events page on our website.

