Newsletter 3, Term 1
11th March 2021
Dear Parents and Carers
There is always a lot going on in and around our school. Here’s a snap shot of some of the activities.
Triathlon WA Visit: Today we had some visiting triathletes come and talk to our Year 5 and 6 students about the sport,
and show them some of the equipment they use.
Assembly: Tomorrow we have an assembly for Pre-Primary to Year 6 at 8.50am, hosted by Room 11 Year 5/6.
State Election Saturday and the “Democracy Sausage”: Our school will be a polling place on Saturday, with voting in
the covered assembly area. Our Year 6 parents and students will be running a sausage sizzle between 10am and 2pm,
so come along and vote here, enjoy a sausage sizzle and support our Year 6’s.
Filling the Garden Beds: On Sunday at 9am, we are hoping to have a team of volunteer students and parents along to
help transfer some soil into the new garden beds, as part of our Sustainability program. Please bring along shovels,
wheelbarrows, hats and gloves – we would love to see you there.
Sports Carnival Wednesday 17th: We have all been very busy getting ready for the carnival, as you will be well aware.
The jumps and throw events will be held the day before. I am very impressed with the number of parent volunteer
helpers who have come forward, the high level of parental support really is a hall mark of our school.
Parents and Citizens Association
Our wonderful P&C has responded very quickly to approve the purchase of a new PA system for our assembly area.
Those who attend our assemblies will know we have been plagued with “gremlins” in the current system, and the new
equipment should save a lot of frustration. I thank the P&C committee who met quickly last week to approve this.
The P&C will hold its Annual General Meeting, on Tuesday March 23rd at 1.30pm, in our school staff room. Our brilliant
President Sandra Prosser and fantastic Treasurer Emma Green will be standing down, but I hear that there are likely
replacements waiting in the wings – so parents need not feel worried about attending and being landed with a big job!
However, we do need some new faces to help out with the various operations of the P&C, so please come along.
Parent Interviews: Following some questions from parents and discussions with our School Board, our staff have
decided on the following approach to parent interviews. In the past, prior to 2019, the school has closed for a full day
to allow teachers to conduct 15 minute interviews with parents, with other local schools doing the same. This usually
occurred around the end of term 1 or beginning of term 2, and served to give parents and carers an idea of how the
students are progressing after a term. My inquiries have revealed that school closure is no longer permitted for this
purpose. So our staff have discussed the options and decided on the following:
Teachers will hold interviews with parents as requests, on an on-going basis. Parents and carers are invited to contact
your child’s teacher to make a time that is mutually suitable. The interview request can come from the parent or the
teacher, should they feel that there is a need. We urge parents to consider having a short interview with your child’s
teacher either late this term or early next term, to check on their progress.

Friendology Workshop for Parents (and kids):
If there is one thing you ever do to support your
child(ren) to develop healthy, strong and
positive friendships, develop coping strategies
for mean-on-purpose (our term for bullying)
behaviour, and enhance the bond between you
and your child, then this is it. Friendology is our
“language of friendship” and program to
develop students’ social and emotional
well-being and relationships. Many parents
and kids attended our workshop last year, with
very positive feedback, so we are offering it
again on Tuesday March 23rd, 6.00 - 7.30pm. I
hope you have seen the poster for this which
was sent out by email this week. If you are
quick, you will be able to register and receive
the discount using the code in the poster, which
is attached.
Public School Review Report
I wrote in the last newsletter about the Public
School Review process, in which all public
schools in WA undertake a self-review of their
operations and performance, with a review
team visiting to validate the self-assessment.
This has now been finalised, and the school has
received the final report. I am pleased with the
report, as it contains many affirmations for the
school’s current performance, and several
recommendations for the future. In the latter,
there were no surprises as all the points were
suggested and identified by the school during
the review. The report will shortly be posted on
our school’s website where you can access it to view.
Vandalism: Staff, students and parents were dismayed to arrive at school one morning this week to find some
vandalism in the form of numerous skid marks on our veranda surfaces outside rooms 1 to 8. These had obviously
been made the previous night. Fortunately, our new CCTV cameras have clear images of the boys who caused this
vandalism. The police have been contacted and will investigate.

Castleteams: On Friday we held our first
meeting of the “Castleteams”, in which
children from Years 1 to 6 are grouped into
mixed teams within their faction. The aim is
to increase students’ sense of belonging and
connection within the school, with more
awareness and relationships between older
and younger students. Castleteams will
meet approximately every three weeks,
with our Chaplain Jake Meadley providing
fun activities for team-building.
Ceiling Replacement Works: We have been
advised that our classrooms in the Rooms 1
to 8 wing, and Rooms 13 to 15, will all be
installed with new ceilings during the April
school holidays. We are pleased that our
friends who did such a brilliant, professional
job with the building works last year, DrakeBrockman Building, will be undertaking this
work. New ceiling fans and LED lighting will
be installed and the classrooms will look
much brighter, as well as being safe and
secure for many decades to come. I have
been impressed with the prompt positive response from our Dept of Education and the Building and Contracts section
of the Dept of Finance WA, to address the concerns we had following a partial ceiling collapse in January. Works were
done last month to ensure all rooms are safe and secure in the meantime.

Deputy’s Desk – Curriculum
Teacher Support Program
At Castletown, one of the programs we run to support teachers and students in our school is our Teacher Support
Program. This program aligns some of our specialist teachers with classroom teachers to provide additional
support. This term Mr Pansini has been supporting our Kindy and Pre-Primary teachers with the implementation of
the Kiddo program. Mrs Mather is working with our Year 5/6 teachers and has been demonstrating the
implementation of Cooperative Reading – an effective strategy often used with older students to work as a team to
develop meaning from a text. She will also be commencing an extension project in writing with identified students,
focussing on figurative language. Mrs Linden has been working with students from Years 1-4, providing support in
both Literacy and Numeracy.
Waste Watch Warriors
Last week our Waste Watch Warriors had their first meeting with Ms Coupar and the warriors were given their
vests. There are 2 Waste Watch Warriors per class. Their role is to educate students about recycling and reducing
waste at CPS.
Their jobs include:




Being responsible for the chicken scrap bins - educating children to use them and making sure they go home on
Friday and are returned on Monday.
Monitor waste disposal in class - each class should be recycling paper and trying to reduce energy usage.
Monitor what is being put into recycle bins and educate their class about correct recycling.

Thank you Ms Coupar for your enthusiasm in taking on this important sustainability program in our school.

ECE Assessments
Our Pre-Primary teachers have nearly completed their On-Entry assessments and we look forward to reviewing the
data from these literacy and numeracy assessments to identify focus teaching points for 2021. Parents will be
provided with an overview of their child’s results later this term.
Our Kindy teachers will be commencing the Kindergarten Assessment Tool (KAT) assessment next week. This literacy
assessment is completed one-on-one with students and provides valuable information for our kindy teachers for their
planning and teaching for the year.
Julie Fetherston
Deputy Principal

Athletics Carnival Program

EC6
The Pre-Primary students in EC5 and EC6 have started their Talk 4 Writing journey this week. The children are orally
retelling the Eric Carle story, “The Very Hungry Caterpillar” They have been role-playing the story and learning about
the life cycle of a butterfly. Small groups of children have been feeding the hungry caterpillar during small world play
in the tuff tray. Everyone is having lots of fun.

Room 6
Chaise McMullen brought in an
old tricycle to share in History.

Students in room 6 doing Place Value in Maths.
Mrs Hall is helping them to play the trade
game.

Dates to remember
Friday 12th March

School Assembly – Rm 11

Monday 15th – 19th March

Harmony Week

16th

Tuesday
March
Wednesday 17th March
Friday 19th March
Monday 22nd March
Tuesday 23rd March
Tuesday 23rd March

Athletics Carnival (Jumps and Throws) Year 1 – 6
Athletics Carnival Year 1 – 6
National Ride to School Day
Dental Therapy Centre visiting
Dental Therapy Centre visiting
P & C AGM 1:30pm in the staffroom

Esperance Dental Therapy Centre
The staff from the Dental Therapy Centre will be visiting Castletown PS between the dates of Monday 22nd March Wednesday 23rd March 2021.
The Dental Officer will be reviewing all children enrolled at the Dental Therapy Centre in Pre-Primary,
Year 1, Year 3, Year 4 and Year 6. This is an orthodontic check that is carried out in the classroom.
If your child requires any further Orthodontic treatment a referral letter will be sent to the given home address.
If you would like to confirm your mailing address or have any further questions, please contact the dental therapy
centre on 90711781 or email: EsperanceDTC@dental.health.wa.gov.au

P & C Information

Community News
For more community news – click here to visit our website

