
 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter 3, Term 4 

19th November 2020 
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Naming of the Pauline Grewar Early Childhood Centre 

Today we held our general whole-school assembly at the Early Years Centre, 

presented by the combined pre-primary classes. Also included in the 

assembly was the official naming of the centre, after long-serving past 

principal Mrs Pauline Grewar. Mrs Grewar unveiled a plaque following a 

short address from our Regional Executive Director of Education, Mr Saeed 

Amin. Several past staff members and other community members were in 

attendance also.  

 

NAIDOC Week 

Last Friday’s NAIDOC Week celebration was a terrific success in many ways. 

It brought many members of our Aboriginal community into the school to share their knowledge and culture with us, 

and provided a springboard for teachers to gain some ideas for incorporating Aboriginal perspectives into the 

curriculum on an ongoing basis. 

While many of us might have learnt about Aboriginal culture as part of our Social Studies lessons, the approach these 

days is to find opportunities to include Aboriginal 

perspectives into our learning programs where relevant. 

We have a rich level of resources among our local 

Aboriginal families and community members, and Friday’s 

activities has enabled us to build and maintain links with 

Tjaltjraak, ENAC, Wongutha-CAPS, Clontarf and other 

groups and individuals. 

I must make special mention of a parent, Athena Boast, 

who put in many hours to put together a display of 

activities and resources from the local environment and 

other localities. Athena helped to transform our library 

into an Aboriginal education centre. 

Two of our Aboriginal students received achievement 

awards from Tjaltjraak at the NAIDOC Week launch last week. Congratulations to Amelia Graham of Year 5, and James 

Woosnam of Year 2. 

 

Student Council Elections 

As we near the end of the school year, the spotlight tends to focus mainly on the Year 6 students.  However, the Year 

5 classes are abuzz this week with student councillor nominations being due on Friday. 

The selection process will follow the same lines as in past years, with the aim being to select four boys and four girls if 

possible. In selecting our student councillors, we need to ensure they have the confidence, skills and willingness to 

perform the duties that the position requires, including public speaking, reading messages over the public address, 

and writing and delivering speeches. The short-listing part of the process provides this safeguard for the nominating 

students.  

Mr Sonny Graham after receiving his Castletown 

Primary School Deadly Award at our NAIDOC Assembly. 



 

Whilst there is a move in the wider society away from gender-based roles, there is still a need in our primary school 

for younger students to see positive role models and leadership from both boys and girls. If we were to change our 

approach to an “open” selection process, it might well result in a student council skewed toward one gender. The flip 

side to this is that the best candidate, regardless of gender, should be selected for the role. Perhaps that is an adult 

concept that for now we can leave for secondary schools to introduce. For our school, if it isn’t broken, why fix it? 

 

After Hours Security of Our School 

We have been increasingly concerned lately by the activity in the school grounds after hours and on weekends. Whilst 

most visitors are just passing through or playing sport, some are loitering and climbing on the roofs, mainly at night. 

Many of our students were upset to find several dead birds in the school grounds on Monday morning, which had 

been killed by stones. As mentioned in the last newsletter, please call the police on 131444 if you see any intruders. 

We will soon be having CCTV cameras installed around our school and this will hopefully deter the offenders. 

 

Car Park 

In the last newsletter I mentioned that I have received complaints about cars parking in the No Standing area at the 

Early Years car park, which was making it difficult for larger vehicles to navigate the corners. Parents have also 

expressed concern at the speed with which cars are driving through this car park. Please drive slowly and ensure the 

safety of our children and families. 

 
Tim Baker 
Principal        
 

Deputy’s Desk - Student Services 
 
Hello everyone 
 
We keep building with the number of students who are earning loads of Castle Points for great behaviour! 
In the 13 school days between assembly raffles, we had 214 students in the school who earned 15 points or more! 
Looks like I might need to raise the qualifying score… 
 
Here are the raffle winners who got to spin the wheel at assembly – 
Deegan Vincent 
Ebony Reynolds 
Dominic Puckey 
Rachel Smith 
Ashley Gallop 
 
Deegan Vincent spun the much anticipated and desired “Fly the Pie” and chose Mr Baker as his pie victim. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We also have some great big ticket prizes coming up for our kids including a group trip to the Cinema with Mr Baker! 

 
David McLaren 
Deputy Principal 



Deputy’s Desk - Curriculum 

 

NAIDOC Week 2020 

Last week we celebrated NAIDOC Week throughout the week with classroom activities and whole school activities.  

Some of these have been shared later in this newsletter. 

On Thursday, 12th June, 4 Tjaltjraak Rangers – Jennell, Hayleigh, Holly and Terrence – led a Plants and Culture 

Incursion with our Year 5 and 6 students.  The sessions were very informative and the children learnt about the 

various uses of local plants and some of the history and culture of the Nyungar people in Esperance.   

On Friday, 13th June, we held a NAIDOC Assembly to begin our full day of Activities.  At this assembly we were 

privileged to hear David Riley play the Digeridoo and lead the South-East Clontarf students in traditional Dance, Mr 

Harry Graham shared a message about the NAIDOC theme of “Always Was, Always Will Be” and we presented our 

first “Castletown Primary School Deadly Award” to Mr Sonny Graham in recognition of his service to the staff and 

students of Castletown Primary School.   Sonny was an AIEO at our school and also participated in a number of 

activities including the creation of our Kepa Kurl Dreaming Book (still used by staff and students at our school) and 

accompanying classes on excursions out to Cape Le Grand and sharing the local Dreaming stories with our students 

for these areas. 

After our assembly all classes participated in a number of rotations led by various Aboriginal Community members 

and organisations.  Athena Boast, one of our Aboriginal parents, created an interactive display for our students that 

was engaging and informative for our students.  School Nurse, Nikee Tierney, along with Allied Health Professionals, 

provided information about healthy eating and gave students Smoothie samples to try.  Kylie Ryan from ENAC along 

with Maletta Bourne, Atheleen Woods and Elveena Woods provided information regarding local culture and painted 

students’ faces and completed yarning activities, puzzles and games with the students.  Kade Keddie and the Clontarf 

students provided short football clinics with the classes and staff and students of Wongutha CAPS, led by David Rose 

and Harry Graham, taught the students some Aboriginal Culture, to throw spears, be archers, play drums, paint faces 

and complete dot paintings and beading.  It was a wonderful day, that wouldn’t have been possible without the 

support of our local Community.  Thank you to these organisations, staff and students for making our day the 

success it was.  We are very appreciative to you all. 

Julie Fetherston 
Deputy Principal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

NAIDOC Week - EC4   

To celebrate NAIDOC 2020, 

EC 4 have been learning 

about Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander People, their 

cultures and languages. We 

read the Dreaming Stories 

‘How the Birds got their 

Colours’, then did an oral 

retell of the story, drew our 

favourite bird from the book 

and made our own Rainbow 

birds with playdough. We 

have explored Aboriginal 

sand art using the Tuff Tray 

filled with sand to draw 

Aboriginal Symbols.  

We have been listening to range of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander musicians in our classroom throughout the 

day. We have watched an episode of Little J and Big Cuz. We made friendship bracelets and yarning sticks using the 

colours from the Torres Strait Islander and Aboriginal flags. We have looked at different Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander art work and created our own interpretations of rock paints and dot art. We read a book about Bush Tucker 

and made damper! We have been looking at this year’s poster and discussing the topic ‘Always Was, Always Will Be’ 

– the children are developing their understandings and appreciation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders as the 

first people on this land. We have talked lots about the natural environment and how Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander people have looked after the land, waterways, plants and animals for thousands of years. We have also looked 

at the Dreaming Stories for the land that we live on, Noongar land.  

Miss Cooney & Mrs Palmer   
Kindergarten Teachers 
 

 

NAIDOC Week – EC6   

EC 6 have been busy doing NAIDOC 

activities this week. Zandy Bonnie, 

Zakkai’s mum has been helping us 

with our banner. The children had fun 

painting the banner and hearing 

about the story of the gathering, the 

goanna tracks, the kangaroo tracks. 

They learnt about some aboriginal 

symbols and dot painting techniques.  

 
Mrs Jemma Gallop  
Pre-Primary Teacher 
 

 

 



 

Pre-Primary Assembly and Naming of the  

Pauline Grewar Early Childhood Centre 

Today we held our Pre-Primary Assembly down in our ECE area, and combined it with a special assembly for the naming 

of the Pauline Grewar Early Childhood Centre.  The pre-primaries led the assembly very well, especially in front of such 

a big crowd and so many special guests.   

They performed the song, “The World’s Greatest”, using Auslan sign language.  They then sang the song “Music in my 

bones” as a tribute to Mrs Grewar because she enjoys music so much. 

 

Mr Saeed Amin then shared some information regarding Mrs Grewar, recognising her role as a ‘trail blazer’ for women, 

especially in a time when it was common for women to stop working once married and having children.  Mrs Grewar 

unveiled the plaque upon the wall of EC5 and then gave a speech emphasising that a strong leader is only as strong as 

the team that they represent – she especially acknowledged her two long-term deputies – Mrs Mather and Mr Palmer, 

as well as the support of Mrs Weckert, especially with Early Childhood Education.  She also thanked the parents and 

staff who were very supportive during her time as Principal. 

 

 

 

Aussie of the Month Award 

Our November Aussie of the Month is Sophie Goodwin. Sophie goes out of her way to support others who 

have been left out or having a bad day. Even when she is in pain herself she continues to have a positive 

attitude.  Congratulations Sophie for being our Aussie of the Month. 

 

The Indonesian Becak Award 

Room 7 were the recipients of the Indonesian Becak Award for learning the words for families and using them when 

creating their family trees.  



Merit Award Winners 

Congratulations to our Merit Award Winners at our assembly.  

 

Room Year Award Winners  

EC3 PP Toby Lay Jaxon Freeman  

EC5 PP Alex Knox Marlee  Mae Farnham-Offer  

EC6 PP Oliver Davis Caleb Waters  

Room 1 1/2 Norah Stokes  Noah Mayfield Sophie Hunter 

Room 2 1 Brock Coates Dhyan Suresh Kumar  

Room 3 1 Max Chitarra Theo Nelson  

Room 4 2 Evie Thomas Taj Laird  

Room 5 2 Mary Pugh Logan Oldfield  

Room 6 2/3 Liam Schultz Millie Tracey  

Room 7 3 Brodie Maher Ella Tabinor  Kaiden Brenssell 

Room 8 3 Saffia Redman Ollie Pietsch  

Room 21 3 Onali  Herath Theodore Roost  

Room 13 4 Brody Edmonds Daniel Chitarra  

Room 14 4 Jordan MacKenzie Vaughn Bow  

Room 9 5 Emelia Ashman Rory Giorgiante  

Room 10 5 Ruby Heather Kasey Walsh  

Room 11 6 Tilly Chitarra Daniel Blakely  

Room 12 6 Madison Gordon Shaylee Oliver  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RIBITS 

Ribit 100 and 200 Night Readers 

Rooms 100 Nights 200 Nights 

Rm 1 Oliver Pitchers, Anabelle Drake-Brockman 
Layla Giorgiante 

 

Rm 2 Brock Coates, Peter Burgess, Carter Weckert, 
Sophie Skinner 

 

Rm 4           Maxwell Macalpine, Indiarnah Houston  

Rm 6 Rose Harrison Kohen Unwin, Abigail Pearson- Harper 

Rm 7                    Olivia Beardsmore, Beau Sylva 

Rm 8 Shanaye Rolton  

Rm 9 Lucy Pechar  

Rm 10 Zane Hill, Marley Roper, Rachel Smith James Butcher, Ryan Gilmore, Alby Green, 
Zaidee Maloney, Eli Rickerby, Kasey Walsh,  
Elli-Rose Weckert 

Rm 13  Lacey Zani 

Rm 21 Willow Burgess Danielle Knox, Onali Herath 

 

Pre-Primary Sports Day 

On Wednesday the Pre-Primary children 

participated in a Sports Day on the school 

oval. It was a fun day with the children 

rotating through three events, the running 

race, flag race and the mega obstacle 

course. The children demonstrated 

excellent sportsmanship throughout the 

day. They showed off the Fundamental 

Movement Skills they have been learning 

throughout the year. After the carnival the 

classes enjoyed a shared morning tea. 

Thanks to all involved.  

Mrs Jemma Gallop 
Pre-Primary Teacher 
 

Kindy Sports Day 

EC4 A & B joined together for a combined Kindy Sports 

Carnival. It was a fantastic morning, the sun was shining 

and the students enjoyed participating in the different 

activities at each of the stations. It was great to have 

parents, grandparents, siblings and friends along to watch 

and support. The crowd favourites were the running races 

& the 'Hang the Washing on the Line' relays. A big thank 

you to Bocka and all of the ECE EA's for their help and 

support to run such a great event.  

Mrs Palmer & Miss Cooney                                                                                                  
Kindergarten Teachers  



Dental Therapy Centre   
The Dental Therapy Centre will be closed every Monday for the remainder of the 

year, beginning Monday 23rd November. We will be operating normal hours 8:15am 

- 4:30pm Tuesday to Friday. 

For any emergencies during our closure patients are advised to contact a private 

dentist or attend the Esperance Health Campus. 

 

Dates to Remember 

Friday 20th November Yr 4 Tennis Carnival 

Monday 30th November -Thursday 10th November Swimming lessons for PP, Yr 2 and Rm 6 

Tuesday 1st December Yr 6 Transition to ESHS day 

Friday 4th December Whole School Assembly at 9am 

Friday 11th December  Whole School Presentation Assembly at 11.30am 

Monday 14th December  Graduation Assembly at 11.30am 

 

Community News 
 

                   

 

 

 

                                           

                                           


