
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Newsletter 2, Term 3 
12th August 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Science Week 
Next week is Science Week, and our two brilliant, enthusiastic Science Specialist teachers, Mrs Lovejoy and Mrs Watt, 
are planning some very interesting and exciting activities for our classes during the week. (Who wouldn’t find making 
ice cream interesting?) There will be quizzes every day, and classes will be engaging in on-line lessons with real 
scientists over the coming weeks. It is amazing to see the level to which Science has progressed this year with specialist 
teachers leading it. 
 
Choir Performances 
Next week on Thursday our two choirs will perform at the Music Festival. This will be a chance to not only show off 
their wonderful singing, but also our flash new choir uniform. Our students in the choir have been putting in a lot of 
time for rehearsals with Mrs Baker, and their performance at the dress rehearsal this week showed that their efforts 
have paid off. 
 
Cultural Competency Workshop 
Last week I, along with a few other staff, attended a workshop presented by local Nyungar woman Gail Reynolds-
Adamson, on Cultural Awareness. It was an amazing program, delving deep into Australian history from an Aboriginal 
perspective. It outlined the many injustices that have been meted out to Aboriginals since settlement, and the lasting 
effects of this which are still present today. It gave me a better understanding of the feelings and mindset of Aboriginal 
people and how the past influences the way they live and behave today. I hope that more of our staff can attend the 
program soon. Whilst the Australian Curriculum has been reviewed to include references to our nation’s history from 
an Aboriginal perspective, many teachers are reluctant to cover this for fear of saying the wrong thing, and having a 
lack of knowledge about local culture. Gail’s message is that Aboriginal people welcome the inclusion of Aboriginal 
perspectives, and appreciate the increasing recognition of the past and efforts to make our schools more inclusive. 
Many may remember that our school was criticised last year for having a lack of understanding in this area, and since 
then we have been working closely with Gail, the Tjaltjraak corporation and the Nyungar families in our school 
community and I am pleased to say we are making great progress. 
 
School Board Update 
The board meeting last week had a very busy agenda. This included an overview of the school’s current financial 
position, the draft annual report for 2020 which will be available soon, the many activities happening around the 
school (Breakfast Club, Jeans for Genes Day for example), and what is happening with Buildings and Infrastructure. 
 
Regarding the latter, the board has developed a proposal for improvements to traffic and parking, and staged building 
renewal, and this will be discussed with Dept of Education officers this week.  
 
A lengthy discussion ensued about health support provision in our town, and how the school can assist with this 
through our school psychology service and others. Our resources are quite limited, and the school is keen to identify 
what services are available to support our children who need specialist help. 
 
Another topic discussed was the names we use around our school, such as buildings and factions. I have often 
wondered about the relevance of the school’s faction names, which are taken from four ships which brought early 
British settlers to the Swan River – but did they ever visit Esperance? Perhaps here is an opportunity to come up with 



some names with more relevance to the local area. The board considered a competition to see what ideas our families 
might be able to come up with. 
 
Best Wishes 
 
Tim Baker 
Principal  
 

Deputy’s Desk - Student Services 
 

I’m excited to announce that our school will be hosting a parent workshop day for the Triple P - Positive Parenting 
Program on Wednesday September 1.  
 
Triple P is the parenting program that helps make raising kids easier. It gives you tips and ideas to help raise happy and 
confident kids; see more of the behaviours you like and less of the ones you don’t; and have better relationships with 
your family. 
 
Further details and registration information will be provided to all parents soon. 
 
David McLaren 
Deputy Principal 
 

Deputy’s Desk - Curriculum 
 

Year 6 Science Fair 
On the 24th August, our Year 6 students will be participating in an excursion at ESHS as part of the Science Fair held 
annually at the school.  A new addition to the excursion this year will be our Year 6 students taking part in a lesson and 
activities in a laboratory classroom at the Junior Campus.  We thank ESHS for inviting us and creating this additional 
experience for our students.  Parents are reminded to please complete the permission form on Operoo for the 
excursion, or send their paper permission form back (for those not on Operoo) by Wednesday 18th August.   
 
WASO incursion 
Our PP-Year 2 students will be experience an exciting free incursion from WASO on the 31st August.  The engaging and 
unique concert is based on the book Sir Scallywag and the Golden Underpants: “When King Colin's golden underpants 
go missing and the royal bottom is bared, it's Sir Scallywag to the rescue! Brave and bold, courageous and true, he's 
the perfect knight for the job....and what does it matter that he's only six?!”   
 
Swimming Lessons 
Permission notes and payment for swimming lessons are due on Friday 20th August.   
 
The proposed timetable is: 
 

Time Room 

11.20 am Room 12 

12.05pm Rooms 22 & 9 

12.55pm Rooms 13 & 11 

1.40pm Rooms 14 & 10 

 
Parents are welcome to watch the lesson but you will need to pay a $1 spectator fee.  
 
A reminder that our swimming carnival will be on Friday 10th September. 
 
Julie Fetherston  
Deputy Principal 
 



Room 12 Assembly 
 

Congratulations Room 12 on a very entertaining 
assembly last Friday.  Your Castletown 
Catastrophic Games was a funny parody of the 
Olympic Games.  The three presenters kept us on 
track with a running gag that included a real 
banana split!  Catastrophes included the Tae 
Kwon Do contestants knotting their belts 
together, a shot put landing on a foot and the 
gymnastics team ending up in a heap on the mat!   
 

In the Castlepoints raffle there were 2 Fly the Pies, 
with Mr McLaren and Mrs Weckert being the two 
recipients of the pie! 

 

RIBIT 
 

Congratulations to the following RIBIT readers 
 
 

Room Year 100 Nights 
EC5 PP Phoebe Pitchers, Henry James 

1 1 Deacon Bower, Austin Rickerby 

2 1 Olivia Richardson, Luca Watchorn 

3 1 Harlan Puna 

4 2 Judd Bassett, Asha Vermey 

6 2 Roy Cameron, Annabelle Drummond 

22 3 Indiarnah Houston 

 
 
 
 

 
 



Merit Award Winners 
 

Congratulations to all our Award Winners at our assembly.  
 

Aussie of the Month was awarded to Charnique Owen.  
 

The Indonesian Award was awarded to Room 6. 
 

The Sportsmanship Award was awarded to Liam Timms. 
 

Room Year Award Winners 
EC5 PP Lotte Browning Brayden Knox 

EC6 PP Lawson Ryan 
Lincoln Watt 

Avah Parry 

Room 1 1 Deacon Bower Austin Rickerby 

Room 2 1 Louis Hawira Luca Watchorn 

Room 3 1 Jayden Brown Jonah Altieri 

Room 4 2 Norah Stokes Braxton Miller 

Room 5 2 Deegan Vincent Matthew Gellatly 

Room 6 2 Lacey Hawke Annabelle Drummond 

Room 7 3 Nicola Linden Julian Butcher 

Room 8 3 Tarharley Walker Declan Brady 

Room 21 3 Harlow Weckert Jax Owen 

Room 13 4 Teena Tanham Onali Herath 

Room 14 4 Sadie Witt 
Jaxon Mansted 

Khloe Charles 

Room 22 4 Lillian Douglass Seth Patton 

Room 9 5/6 Tayah Woort Brianna Hall 

Room 10 5/6 Jordan Mackenzie Jai Desmond 

Room 11 5/6 Lola-Rose Ridgway Rory Giorgiante 

Room 12 5/6 Savanah Durrant Alby Green 

 

 

 
 

 
 



Room 4, 5 and 6 
 

On Monday 2nd August all the chairs in rooms 4,5 and 6 went on strike! Children had to write to persuade their 
teachers to give them back their chair. 
 
 

 
 

Room 1, 2 and 3 
 

Last Thursday, the Year 1’s took part in their own Year 1 
Olympic Games on the school oval. The students began 
with the Opening Ceremony, a march through the 
Australian flags. The students then did their own torch 
relay around the school oval, with each student passing 
the torch onto the next. Students were then split into five 
groups and rotated around different events that included 
long jump, vortex javelin, sack races, Frisbee, discus and 
parachuting! A team relay was the next event, with 
students running down the track and passing on the baton 
relay to the next runner. We finished with individual 
running races and received special stickers and prizes at 
the finish line. Back in class, students were awarded with 
their medals they made themselves out of clay and special 
paint. It was a fantastic Olympic celebration and tied in 
well with all the special things we have been learning 
about the Olympic Games over the past three weeks. A 
special thank you to Miss Stokes, Mrs Wecket, Miss 
Holthouse, Mrs Cummins for organising such a fun 
afternoon.  
 
Miss Amin-Sly 
Teacher Prac Student  
 
 

 
 
 



Room 8 
 

For National Tree Day, Room 8 had a lot of fun planting various native seedlings in garden beds around our school. 
This event for our Year 3s was organised by Mrs Elodie Goldsmith and we would like to thank her very much for her 
enthusiasm towards such an important Planet Ark initiative. The seedlings were kindly donated by Mrs Magana from                               
Esperance Conservation Group and we have written letters to thank her for her kind and generous contribution.  
The students thought it was, “Best day ever! “and are looking forward to taking care of the seedlings and watching 
them over time grow into beautiful Esperance shrubs and trees. 

 

Art Gallery 
 

These Wildflower artwork pieces were completed by room 22 - Printmaking using foam and edicol dye wash.  

 
 

  Chelsea Richardson Addison Drake-Brockman Baylee Smith 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Olympic Games in Tokyo have generated much excitement and what a great opportunity it has been to display 
the variety of Olympic books we have in the library, including some brand new ones! We have all been GOLD 
Medal Readers!!! 

Friday, 27 August 
The dress up parade will follow the Pre-Primary Assembly 

Book Week is coming soon …. 21 to 27 August… and the theme for this year is Old Worlds, New Worlds, 
Other Worlds.  The Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Book Awards will be announced on Friday, 
20 August. We are fortunate to have several books in the library that have been shortlisted and we are 
excited to see who the winners are! Our annual Book Week Dress Up Parade will be on Friday, 27 August 
after the Pre-Primary Assembly. We can’t wait to see students coming dressed as their favourite book 
characters!   
  

Sally Castledine 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P&C 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 2021 theme for Science Week this year is Food: Different by Design. Next 
week at CPS all classes will participate in a Science Quiz. Activities will also be run 
in the classrooms   during science lessons. Classes will see changes occurring as 
cream is turned into ice-cream! YUM! Taste testing will then follow. Any students 
with food allergies or intolerances will be offered an alternative. A Seesaw 
message will go out to families with further information, please contact science 
teachers if you have any concerns. 

In the lead up to Science Week, Room 7 students were lucky enough to participate 
in a WebEx meeting with Dr Ignacio Gonzalez-Alvarez, a Principal Geochemist at 
CSIRO in Australia. Dr Ignacio (Nacho) shed light on where materials come from, 
features of our local landscape and how our coastline changes overtime with 
weathering and erosion. We were all very engaged and came away with new 
knowledge and a desire to ask more questions. 

Science News 

Questions generated... 
*How was the galaxy made? (Heidi) 
*How hot is the sun? (Layla) 
*How do stars emerge? (Julian) 
*Why are there planets if people don't live on 
them? (Mary) 
*Why doesn't space have gravity? (Sam) 
*How big is space? (Rosie) 
*How long ago did Antarctica split from Australia? 
(Thomas) 

Facts learned... 
*No-one has been on Mars (Eva R) 
*The footprints are still on the Moon from Neil Armstrong 
(Nathan) 
*Planets are made from stars (Nicola) 
*Stars are made of gas (Oliver) 
*Antarctica split from Australia (Logan) 
*The Sun is a star (Koen) 
*Only 12 people have stepped on the moon (Miley) 
*Australia is slowly moving away from Antarctica (Walter) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Message from the Health and Wellbeing Team 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Have you noticed the Education Assistant in your child's class 
doing fantastic things? Have they made a significant contribution 
to the class or to your child's progress? 
 
We would love to celebrate all the amazing support staff in the 
classroom during Week 7 - Teacher Aide Appreciation Week. So 
if you would like to nominate someone, please email to 
castletownpandc@gmail.com with their name, the class and 
what makes them so amazing! 
 
All submissions will be posted in Week 7 on the P & C Facebook 
page. 
 
 

mailto:castletownpandc@gmail.com


Dates to remember 

 
Monday 16th to Thursday 19th August Science Week 

Thursday 19th August Music Festival 

Friday 20th August  Staff Development Day – Students do not attend today 

Monday 23rd August to Friday 27th August Book Week 

Tuesday 24th August  Year 6 ESHS Science excursion 
Father’s Day Stall 

Wednesday 25th August Father’s Day Stall 

Friday 27th August  Pre-Primary School Assembly  
Book Week Dress Up Day 
Father’s Day Stall 

Wednesday 1st September  Positive Parenting Program (PPP) - Further details and 
registration information will be provided to all parents soon 

Monday 30th August to Thursday 9th 
September  

Year 4 – 6 Swimming Lessons 

Tuesday 31st August PP – Year 2 WASO Incursion  

Friday 10th September Year 4 – 6  Swimming Carnival 

 
Community News 
 

Please click here to view our community events page on our website. 
 

                                 
                                           

https://www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/page/217/Community-Events

