Newsletter 2, Term 2
14th May 2021
Dear Parents and Carers
When I walked around the playground and school oval today, I made a few observations which gave me a great sense
of satisfaction. I saw Year 1’s playing happily on the oval near and around Year 5’s and 6’s, obviously feeling safe and
secure, with the older students showing an awareness and tolerance of the younger ones. I observed games of four
square taking place in the undercover area, with one group chasing their ball into another group’s game and disrupting
it. There were no angry words exchanged, with the other group waiting patiently for the ball to be retrieved and, then
continuing. I saw staff walking around with their mobile phones in hand, holding conversations with children to
acknowledge examples of positive behaviour and awarding a point. It got me thinking that our efforts to ensure kids
are happy, safe and getting along in the playground through our strategies of Friendology, Castleteams and Positive
Behaviour Rewards seem to be working. I hope so!
Staff on Medical Leave: Lately there have been a few staff away on medical leave. Mrs Baldwin has returned after a
few weeks away, and Mrs Coupar has unfortunately suffered a broken leg and will likely be away for about six weeks.
We will endeavour to keep parents informed about staff absences, and how long they are likely to be. We are fortunate
to have some very capable relief teachers who know our school and students well, and can step in when needed.
Breakfast Program: we are aware that some of our children come to school without having eaten anything, and
without any food for the day. A group of staff have discussed commencing a breakfast club at school on some days of
the week, for children in need. Foodbank is prepared to support us with food items. We are keen to identify anyone
who might be interested in volunteering to assist with this program, perhaps one or two mornings a week, from about
7.45am for an hour. If this is you or someone you know, please contact the school office.
Year 6 Camp Financial Assistance: In the last newsletter I wrote that we have a few families in financial hardship which
will struggle to meet the $400 cost of the Year 6 camp, to be held later this year. Thank you to the families who
responded and made a commitment. We will need more, so please contact the school if you can help. Names will be
kept confidential.
School Board News: Last Wednesday our School Board met, with our new chair Mrs Janet Durrant chairing for the first
time. The board has established five sub-committees to provide support and guidance.
These are in the following areas:






Healthy School Policy: bringing together and linking all the aspects of this area, including medical, nutritional,
sun-smart, healthy lifestyle learning
Positive Behaviour and Learning Environment: providing input into the refinement of the school’s behaviour
management and student support processes, to enhance the learning environment for all
Buildings and facilities: seeking to develop a “master plan” for the next stage of this school’s renewal,
incorporating new administrative and early years blocks, with improved traffic management and parking
Promoting and Marketing: investigating ways to promote the positive image of the school in the community
and highlight the great things which happen here
Homework: they are planning to survey staff and parents to gain their views and revise the school’s homework
guidelines, with more clarity and consistency across the year levels.

Kitchen Garden Program: this topic received some enthusiastic discussion at last week’s board meeting. As part of our
Sustainability strategy, we have some garden beds set up, and classes are planting various vegetables and herbs. The
ideal thing would be to have a classroom set up as a kitchen area where our students can learn about food production,
cooking and preparation, and the enterprise aspects of selling the produce. Unfortunately, we don’t have a spare
room, so some of the board members have started thinking about how this some problem can be overcome. Some
very interesting ideas have surfaced!
First Aid Training: Last weekend 16 of our staff gave up their time to
participate in a one-day St John’s First Aid course. This brings us to 24 in
total who have a current qualification. This reflects the wonderful
personal commitment of our staff to ensuring the safety of our children
and others on the school site.

Deputy’s Desk - Curriculum
NAPLAN 2021
Our NAPLAN testing is almost finished! Our students and teachers have demonstrated excellent resiliency when there
have been minor technical disruptions or small glitches with devices, waiting patiently for their tests to be paused and
resumed once the disruption has been dealt with. So proud to see how our students have coped so well. Any student
who has missed an assessment will access ‘catch up’ sessions next week to ensure the majority of our students have
participated.
Readers and Writers Event
Coming up on the 28th May is a series of incursions from authors who are in Esperance as part of the Readers and
Writers Event. Students will participate in sessions with an author, including Mark Greenwood, Frane Lessac, Briony
Stewart and Nola Smith. We are also hoping to host the Paint Your Town REaD egg at the school as well. We will also
be hosting the Mallee schools of Scaddan, Salmon Gums, Munglinup and Cascades for this day so they can participate
in the event as well. These students will also participate in some of our whole school events including our Assembly
and Whole School Sport, giving them a taste of life in a bigger school. Mrs Watt will be doing some STEM activities
with them in the morning as well.
Julie Fetherston
Deputy Principal

Room 5 Assembly
Student Leaders, James Butcher and Ruby Heather led last Friday’s assembly with confidence and clarity and we
appreciate their tremendous efforts, with very short practice
beforehand.
In our Pre-Assembly warm up, Room 11 were chosen as the Best
Classroom for singing and actions of the whole school song – “Cover
Me In Sunshine” and were rewarded with an early recess!
Room 5’s item was a clever reconstruction of the rebuilding of the
town jetty. The students informed us of the history of the jetty (built
in 1935) and what it was used for (the shipping needs of Esperance,
including the exportation of wheat, salt, copper and other minerals) as well as recreational purposes later in its life.
They then performed a dance that showed how the townspeople were using the jetty (fishing, walking, bird watching),
how it collapsed and then the rebuilding of the jetty culminating in the cutting of the ribbon at the opening of the
jetty. The students’ dance movements were coordinated together and demonstrated a great visual story for us all to
view. Thank you Room 5 for bringing a special part of Esperance history to life in a unique and visual way.

Mr Pansini acknowledged two of our students for their Sportsmanship – Amelia Graham for her great sportsmanship
at the Interschool Sports Carnival and Alexander Hay for the way that he will often help others improve their skills in
and out of lessons.
Lucas Maher and Aaliyah Meredith were our CastlePoints Raffle winners with Aaliyah spinning the exciting ‘Fly the Pie’
and choosing Mr McLaren to be the recipient of the pie!

Award Winners
Congratulations to all our Award Winners at our assembly.
Room 7 were the recipients of the Indonesian Award for their work in Indonesian and their ability to answer questions
in writing in Indonesian. Mr Baker queried Ibu Florisson’s adoption of an Orang-utan for the school and who would
be prepared to look after the Orang-utan asking the students to check at home before he was informed that the Orangutan won’t be coming to Castletown! (Not that he totally believed that!)
The Music Award was awarded to Room 21 Year 3.
Chloe Petersen was the Aussie of the Month for the way in which she helps others in and out of the classroom and in
the Library. A worthy recipient of this special award.
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Year

Room 1
Room 2
Room 3
Room 4
Room 5
Room 6
Room 7
Room 8
Room 21
Room 13
Room 14
Room 22
Room 9
Room 10
Room 11
Room 12

1
1
1
2
2
2
3
3
3
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5/6
5/6
5/6

Award Winners
Zakkai Schultz
Jaxon Freeman
Lexi Weckert
Asha Vermey
Lilah Adams
Anabelle Drake-Brockman
Eva Richardson
Sophia Hay
Kate Ashman
Willow Burgess
Olivia Beardsmore
Olly Munzer
Everlee Major
Lucy Pechar
Hayley Naylor
Sienna Guest

Archie Bald
Nate Walker
Aiden Ball
Devyn Perks
Lincoln Humphrys
Thomas Balsdon
Samuel Sullivan
Kipp Pace
Chloe Peterson
Brodie Maher
Callan Puna
Oskar Graham
Ainn Permito
Tyson Walker
Jazmin Humphrys
Alice Navarre

RIBIT
Congratulations to the following RIBIT readers

Room
Room 6
Room 9
Room 12
Room 14

Year

100 Nights

2
5/6
5/6
4

Adelayde Humphrys, Zavier Oliver
Kady Creedon, Lacey Zani, Isabelle Crawley, Doreen Evans
Ebony Reynolds, Bronte Hennessy, Alice Navarre, Riley Davies
Sadie Witt, Olivia Beardsmore

Library

Art Gallery
Here is a peek at some of the amazing art pieces our students have been working on. This particular work is Rebecca
Cool inspired portraits, which is a mixed media piece of artwork using crayon, texta and edicol dye.

Tarharley Walker Room 8
Year 3
Steve Barter
Art Specialist

Lexi Weckert Room 1
Year 1

Violet Hill Room 8
Year 3

Lily Thomas Room 8
Year 3

Give Write
Give Write is proud to be associated with Keep Australia Beautiful WA who are delivering Give Write School Packs for
us around regional WA to schools with kids in need. Here is (l-r) Ashley Weckert and Shaneen Coupar from Castletown
Primary School in Esperance with Sam Culbertson from Keep Australia Beautiful Council.

A Message from the Health and Wellbeing Team

P&C
Grant helps P&C reduce food waste in the canteen
Late last year the P&C applied for and won a grant through the WA school canteen association (WASCA). This grant
was used to part-fund a Thermomix for the Castletown canteen, and in Term 1 the canteen manager, Addie Timms
started using the new Thermomix.
“I don’t need to buy all ready-made foods as I can now make them onsite in the Thermomix. Even if the item was
already a green item, it is now made fresh and costs less than buying it from a wholesaler” commented Addie.
Addie has already converted several WASCA recipes into Thermomix recipes, such as the WASCA apple shortcut pie
recipe. The Thermomix recipes are user friendly, meaning canteen volunteers can easily follow the recipes when using
the new Thermomix.
The canteen menu is updated two to three times per year, with more foods included that previously took too long or
were too labour intensive to make. Having a Thermomix in the canteen means there is another ‘set of hands’ to cook,
blend or puree without someone standing there monitoring the machine. There isn’t always a volunteer assisting every
canteen day, so having the Thermomix will benefit Addie when working alone.
The P&C run canteen has undergone a transformation over the
past two years, by modernising the menu, updating processes,
introducing menu checks and establishing online ordering.
Seasonal foods are now often incorporated into recipes, and many
foods are made onsite. Leftover fruit at the end of the week is
blitzed and added to smoothies or fruit icy poles. The Thermomix
has streamlined many of the basic food preparation operations
and automated some of the cooking.
If you are interested in helping in the canteen; by making
sandwiches, chopping up salads or cooking pikelets, contact Addie
at CastletownCanteen@outlook.com
Check out the new menu for Term 2
Order lunch easily online through www.quickcliq.com.au, up to
one month in advance.
To view canteen specials and catch up on Castletown P&C news,
you can read more here.

Castletown Canteen Manager Addie Timms, with
the new Thermomix funded by a grant from the
WA School Canteen Association and by the
Castletown P&C, May 2021.

Dates to remember
Tuesday 11th – 21st May 2021

NAPLAN

Wednesday 26th May 2021
Thursday 27th May – 3rd June 2021
Friday 28th May

National Sorry Day
National Reconciliation week
School Assembly – Rm 6
Readers and Writers Incursion Year 1 - 6

Community News
Please click here to view out community events page on
our website.

Position Vacant
School Officer
For more information or to apply
go to JobsWA or click the link below.
School Officer (jobs.wa.gov.au)

