
 

 

 

 

Newsletter 3, Term 3 

27th August 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Castletown Primary is in full flight – there is so much happening around here, and it really is an exciting place to be.  

This week, we have the Father’s Day stall today and tomorrow, and another two assemblies on Friday morning (if we 

didn’t get so many parents attending, we would only need one – but don’t take that as a discouragement, our 

assemblies would be a non-event without the visitors). We will be holding a students’ disco on Thursday September 

10th (see below), and announcing the Colour Fun Run to come on October 16th.  

I just wish primary school was like this when I was a kid! 

I must also comment on the parents at Castletown primary. I have said before how friendly, respectful and polite I 

have found people to be. It has struck me that this is usually the case even when things are not going so well or 

problems are encountered, with parents looking to work with us in mutual support. In this way, we all provide great 

role models to our children and students. 

 

School Development Day Staff Training – Friendology 101 

I thank all of our families for looking after your 

children and making the necessary arrangements for 

them not to attend school on Friday. School 

Development Days provide immensely important and 

crucial opportunities for us to conduct whole-staff 

planning and training, which is simply not possible 

when students are at school. 

Our entire staff took part in a full day of training in the 

Friendology 101 program. This is a curriculum 

developed by the URSTRONG organisation. It is 

designed to teach and assist children to develop and 

maintain friendships and positive relationships with others, and how to handle tricky situations called “friendship fires” 

or when others can be “mean on purpose” (the Friendology term for bullying). 

Our staff were very impressed with this program, and extremely keen to begin its implementation with our classes – 

in fact, they wanted to start on Monday! I was able to hold them off for a couple of weeks until we have conducted 

the pre-program survey. I must say I am very impressed with the enthusiasm of the Castletown staff, they certainly 

demonstrate their strong desire to do whatever it takes to make our school environment the best possible place for 

students to learn. 

Year 1 and 2 classes only require four weekly lessons to commence the program, while Years 3 to 6 have a series of 

eight, meaning it can be quickly and easily commenced. It then becomes a part of our everyday practice language, and 

is refreshed every year.  

Friendology has an excellent range of resources for parents, which enable parents to support their children when they 

have friendship or relationship problems, using 

similar strategies and language to the school 

which children will be familiar with. We are 

planning a parent workshop on Friendology on 

Wednesday 14th October that we would 

encourage as many parents to attend as 

possible. More details will be forthcoming 

regarding this very worthwhile workshop.  

 
Friendology Ninjas! 



Term 4 School Development Day Change in October – 12th to 30th  

Please note that our school development day scheduled for Monday October 12th has been changed to Friday October 

30th. This means school will commence in term 4 on the first Monday, not Tuesday as usual. 

This change is to enable us to access presenters for the “Talk for Writing” program, a major new strategy identified in 

our Business Plan, which all of our staff will undertake. This program is taking the world by storm, and the presenters 

are very hard to get hold of, hence the need to make this change. I apologise to any families which will be 

inconvenienced by this change, and hope that you understand the importance of this program. 

 

P&C Meeting 

Last week I attended a P&C Meeting. Our P&C provides a wonderful support and service to us all, operating the canteen 

and uniform shop, and running a host of other activities to provide resources and enhanced facilities for our kids. Only 

seven parents attended, which was a little concerning for our future. There is plenty of room for more, and new faces 

will be warmly welcomed – it is a very rewarding activity. 

 

Nut Awareness Policy 

Last week, some Year 6 students came to me very concerned because they had found some pistachio nut shells on the 

ground. Whilst we cannot declare our school “Nut-Free”, we do our best to be so, which is why we say we are “Nut-

Aware”. In our school, we have several people with allergies to nuts (not just peanuts), some severe and even life-

threatening. So please ensure that foods containing nuts, or nut products, are not brought to school by our students. 

 

Traffic and Parking 

After looking at the traffic flow at the early Years car park, I have asked the Shire and Dept of Education to investigate 

some options to improve the parking at the southwest side of school, on McGlade Way. There have been several 

concerns expressed about the safety of children in this area as they try to get to cars, or leave the school on bikes or 

foot.  

 

Headlice 

This problem is common to all schools, and is somewhat like the Coronavirus – we all have to play our part to keep it 

at bay. There have been a few cases recently in our school, and emails have been sent home to the classes affected. It 

is important that children’s hair is kept clean, and brushed or combed regularly. When a child is treated for head lice, 

the hair must also be combed or brushed to remove the eggs, because the solution will kill the live lice but not the 

eggs. This is usually why head lice often reappear about a week after treatment. 

 

Students’ Disco Thursday Sept 10th  

Our kids have not had a disco for some time, so they were excited to hear that one is coming on Thursday September 

10th, in the evening. Pre-primary to Year 3 will be from 5.30 - 6.15pm, and Year 4 to 6 from 6.45 - 8.30pm. More details 

to come soon. 

This will be a fund-raising activity for the year 6 Graduation program. Mrs Sonya Hennessy is coordinating this, and 

will shortly be asking for parent volunteers from Year 6 to help on the night with sausage sizzle, drinks, and supervision 

etc. We will also ask for some volunteers from other Year levels to assist with supervision at the discos. 

As Covid restrictions for adults are still in place, only those volunteers will be able to stay for the duration, unless there 

is a specific reason. 

 

Best wishes 

Tim Baker 

 

 

 
  



Deputy’s Desk – Curriculum 
 
Science Week 

Last week was National Science Week and many of our classes explored the theme of Deep Blue: Innovations for the 

future of our Oceans.  After watching this video about a seagull that gets tangled in pollution, many of our classes 

explored the effects of pollution on the ocean, its animals and its plant life.  Classes created displays, dioramas and 

interactive games and models for students to view on our Science Week Gallery Walk.  Some of these are featured 

further in our newsletter. 

Interschool Social Sports Afternoon 

On Friday, 4th September, our Year 6 students have been invited to play in the Esperance Interschool Social Sports 

Afternoon.  Students will take part in modified AFL and netball games with students from other schools. Year 6 parents 

are reminded to respond to the Excursion note on Operoo by Friday 28th August.  Paper notes have been sent to those 

who do not have an Operoo account. 

Numero Competition 

On Monday 21st September, Castletown Primary School will be hosting the annual Numero Competition.  Mr Weckert 

and Mr Barter have been working with a group of 40 students on the different competition activities for the day and 

will be selecting the Castletown teams from these students.  That afternoon, Julie Richards will be conducting a 90 

minute Numero workshop with all our teachers and EAs, upskilling all our staff in this card game that is designed to 

improve mental calculation and fluency. 

 

Swimming Lessons 

In term 4, our Pre-Primary – Year 3 students will be taking part in swimming lessons.  These will be in Weeks 2-3 (Year 

1 and 3) and in Weeks 8-9 (Pre-Primary and Year 2).  More details regarding these sessions will be forthcoming later 

this term. 

 

Parent Surveys 

A reminder that each family has been sent a link to the annual School Survey.  We would encourage all our parents to 

take part in this survey to help us identify what we are doing well and areas that we can improve.  There are additional 

questions in this year’s survey regarding which Specialist Subjects parents believe should be taught at our school and 

a review of our Christian Religious Education program and the wording of our School Creed.  

Julie Fetherston 
Deputy Principal 
 
 

Science Week – Room 21                                                                                                                   

In Room 21 we have been learning about the characteristics of living and non-living things in science. We have also 

been practising our coding skills, using the Scratch Jr program in our Digital Technology lessons. We combined our 

knowledge from science and our coding skills to create an Under the Sea electronic diorama. The dioramas contain 

information about living and non-living things that can be found under the sea. 

 

                      

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VnAVcVvmyK4&feature=youtu.be


Science Week – Room 4                                                                                                                   

During Science Week Room 4 looked at how humans affect life in the ocean. We linked it with our Biological focus of 

Life Cycles, looking specifically at sea turtles. We found that litter, especially plastic, is causing death to these and 

other sea life.  

We looked at coral reefs and how they are dying. Using books and the internet we made schools of coral reef fish 

and noted that when the coral reef dies so do the fish. 

Some children made posters to highlight our message. 

 

Library News 

               



P&C Information 
 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB ISSUE 6-  Orders due by 8th September 

 

Book Club catalogues offer a variety of books at affordable prices to encourage 

reading, and for every order made the school benefits with free books and resources 

- last term our order rewards were $960 which Mrs Castledine will use to buy new 

books for the library!!  Fantastic. 

The classroom teacher would have distributed a copy of the catalogue to each child.  
It is online also or there are spare copies in the school library. 
 
To order, use your existing Book Club LOOP account (update your children's details 
if you have not used it this year-select their Room Number and 
Teacher) or for new users go to scholastic.com.au/LOOP to register (choose the 
CASTLETOWN PRIMARY SCHOOL B/C account).  Alternatively, you can download the 
LOOP app from the App Store or Google Play.  NO CASH PAYMENTS ACCEPTED. 
 
Select ISSUE 6 when placing your orders.  Place Issue 6 orders by 8th September for 

free delivery of books to the school.  Late orders incur a delivery charge and the books will be delivered to your home.   
 
Book Club is coordinated by the P&C.  For any information or if you don't want the order delivered to your child as you 
have ordered gifts, please contact Book Club Organiser Katie Witt 0439 989 921. 
 

 

VOLUNTEERS 

Got a spare hour this Friday? Addie has not had any volunteers this term and 

would welcome anyone who can assist on a Monday, Thursday or Friday. No 

experience is necessary and you receive a free lunch. You also get to see a 

little bit of the school in action during the day! Plus, your children and their 

friends love seeing people they know at school.  

If being in the canteen is not for you, we also would love to see more people 

at our meetings. At this stage we have one meeting per term, and we need 

to reach our quorum to be constitutional. How does this affect you? At our 

last meeting we had seven families and the school represented. Out of a 

school with over 300 families we would really love to see a few more people attend and help us make decisions on 

things such as book fairs, new uniforms, new projects, running the canteen, running the uniform shop, and fundraisers. 

You also get to find out more about the school. We are not asking for a bigger commitment of time as we know that 

many people are time poor. We are not asking for you to do anything extra. We just need more parents’ voices at our 

meetings to make sure we represent the entire school community. 

If you can volunteer, either in the canteen (contact Addie on castletowncanteen@outlook.com) or come to meetings 

(contact Sandra on castletownPandC@gmail.com), or want to be added to the P&C email distribution list, please let 

us know. For the remainder of the year all our projects are organised, but we still need parent representation at our 

once a term meeting and volunteers in our busy canteen kitchen. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:castletowncanteen@outlook.com
mailto:castletownPandC@gmail.com


NATURE PLAYGROUND UPDATE 

Whew! There is so much going on at Castletown!  

 

The P&C would like to give a big shout out to 

Sarah Nolan and Tiana Gilchrist for painting the 

last two weekends and completing this mural. 

Sarah is a very talented and creative artist; both 

ladies also have their work featured elsewhere in 

the school, repainting and turning the Early 

Childhood cubby into a bakery a couple of years 

ago. 

Thanks also to Fiona Ryan for painting and coordinating the playground painting; to her son Josh Ryan for assisting on 

a previous weekend and to Remy and Meela Schmidt who also helped paint on a previous weekend. 

Thanks must also go to Dayle and Janet Durrant for installing the sinks into the mud kitchen over the weekend. A 

finishing touch to an already amazing outdoor kitchen. 

What a fantastic mural! What an amazing mud kitchen and tunnel!  

Castletown is very lucky to have parents and community that are so committed to improving the facilities for the 

students. 

If you haven’t seen the work so far, don’t forget to check it out next time you are at the school!!! 

 

FATHER'S DAY STALL – Thursday 27th & Friday 28th August 

Children are invited to bring along a small amount of money to purchase a gift. All gifts available are on this flyer so 

that siblings can plan their gift in advance. 

 Each class will have an allocated time to attend the stall.  

 

 

Gifts cost up to $6. 

Please supply a bag to bring your gift home in. 

We will open the stall again on Fri 4 Sep at lunchtime 

for any last minute purchases (if we have stock 

available). 

All proceeds go towards P&C projects. 

 

  

 

 

  



UNIFORM SHOP 

Please note the two opening days for the rest of Term 3 from 8:30am onwards. 

 

The P&C have passed their choice of new uniform samples; it is now going to be taken to the school board for approval. 

 

Sponsorship Wanted – Waste Wise Warriors 

CPS will be commencing a new Sustainability Group Called WASTE WATCH WARRIORS. 
 
We intend for students involved to wear fluro vests with WWW printed on the back, and perhaps a sponsor’s logo on 
the vests too. 
 
If you or your business are interested in being a sponsor of this project, please contact teacher Shaneen Coupar at 
Castletown Primary.  
 

Can you assist? 

      

  
                                                                                                                                         

     
   

  

 

  

Relief Cleaners Needed! 

If you are available and interested in putting 

your name down on our cleaner’s relief 

register, please contact Tania Barnes at the 

School Office on 9076 2800.  

 

 



Dates to Remember

Thurs 27th & Fri 28th August Father’s Day stall in the Library 

Friday, 4th September Year 6 Interschool Social Sports Afternoon 

Tuesday 8th September  Book Club orders due 

Thursday 10th September School Disco 
5.30 - 6.15pm - Pre-primary - Year 3  
6.45 - 8.30pm - Year 4 to 6 

Mon 14th Sept – Fri 18th Sept Year 6 Camp 

Monday 21st September Numero Competition 

Friday 25th September Last Day of Term 3 

Monday 12th October First Day of Term 4 

Wednesday 14th October Friendology Parent Workshop 

Friday 16th October P&C Colour Fun Run 

Monday 19th October – 
Thursday 29th October 

Year 1 and Year 3 Swimming Lessons 

Friday 30th October School Development Day – Students do not attend on this 
day. 

 

 

Community News– For more community news – click here  

 

Junior Basketball Registration                                           

Registration will be open from Now until Friday the 18th September.                    

There are TWO links for registration this year, one being for Junior Basketball and the second one is if you are 

registering for Junior Basketball using Kid Sport. If you are using Kid Sport, you will need to request a code from Kid 

Sport BEFORE registering online. 

Just a reminder to all parents that when registering your child REMEMBER to edit the height and year at school your 

child is in. 

Aussie Hoop Registration will be coming soon. 

Below are the links if you are able to post them on digital media. 

Link One Junior Basketball Registration: Link 1 Junior Basketball Registration 

Link Two Junior Basketball Registration using Kid Sport: Link 2 Junior Basketball with Kid Sport 

Registration is also open on the Esperance Junior Basketball Facebook Page. 

 

https://www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/page/217
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmembership.sportstg.com%2Fregoform.cgi%3FaID%3D6102%26pKey%3D348039d0395c9353b9dbfc3566ebbff5%26formID%3D54509&data=02%7C01%7Clorna.davidson%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cc8b05a1338ee4c9f367808d84a278a9c%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637340880976087164&sdata=slBzmlUj%2FjyeJZpFLLctcHO0BOPG4Un4eQF3OopIrTo%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmembership.sportstg.com%2Fregoform.cgi%3FaID%3D6102%26pKey%3Db70d94fba691408f4cf257317296478c%26formID%3D62954&data=02%7C01%7Clorna.davidson%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cc8b05a1338ee4c9f367808d84a278a9c%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637340880976097161&sdata=ijJWa%2FzO3mg%2BzWxB%2BaefXOb4f3vYjwh6n%2FpLnDVhrvU%3D&reserved=0


 


