
 

 

 

 

Newsletter 5, Term 3 

24th September 2020 
           

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

The end of term is in sight. It is very noticeable that there are many people in our school who are close to exhaustion 

– staff, students and probably some parents also. It has been a strange year, with the impact of Covid restrictions 

earlier in the year causing some of our planned actions and activities to be pushed back on the calendar. Term 4 is 

likely to be quite hectic, given the number of events scheduled, including sports carnival, Colour Fun Run and 

Friendship Day, NAIDOC Day, and the normal end-of-year activities such as Presentation Assembly and Year 6 

Graduation. 

In order to lighten the load on our staff, I have made a couple of decisions after discussion and consultation with them.  

We won’t be holding a formal Classroom Open Day or night, but rather we will ask each class to provide an opportunity 

for parents to view children’s work, in a way that is Covid-compliant (possibly a virtual classroom visit via Seesaw or 

informal visit to the classroom). 

Our Presentation Assembly on Friday December 11th will feature some performances from special groups such as the 

choir, tap dancers and possibly others. I know that in the past, each year level prepared and presented an item, which 

requires quite a lot of planning, organising and rehearsing across classes, and this change will reduce the workload 

and stress on our staff. 

From when I first arrived at Castletown Primary School in January, I became aware that our school community was 

attuned to the health and well-being of staff at our school, and many expressed concerns to me about this. I am sure 

that you will support these decisions to alleviate the pressure on our staff, who I have found to be very professional 

and enthusiastic, sometimes too much so! 

 

Friendology Workshop for Parents – And Families 

Our new Friendology program has now commenced. Classes from Years 1 to 6 will participate in a number of lessons 

to launch it, and the “language of friendship” will become part of our school’s everyday practice. An evening workshop 

for parents and families is being offered on Wed October 14th, which adults and children can attend together, and I 

strongly encourage you to come along. This will provide ways for parents to support children through times of 

friendship difficulties, and enable you to be up with the language and strategies that we are using and learning at our 

school. The first 50 tickets will be at a reduced rate. 

 

Friendship Day Friday October 16th  - Parent Volunteers Needed! 

As well as being the day of the Colour Fun Run, we will also hold 

our Day of Friendship on that day. We plan to provide all children 

with a Friendship Goodie Bag, being organised by a team of our 

staff led by Mrs Linden. We’ve also proposed a Friendship 

breakfast before school, and would like each child to have a fruit 

stick and/or pancake. To achieve this, we will need a number of 

parent volunteers who can come early, to cut up and make the 

fruit sticks, and cook the pancakes on barbecues or frypans. 

First though, we need a small team of two or three parents who 

can coordinate the breakfast, so if you can assist, please contact 

the school office as soon as possible. Without parent help, the 

breakfast won’t be achievable. 

 

 



Students’ Disco Roundup 

 

The recent disco was a fabulous event, with everyone, 

kids and adults, enjoying themselves very much. There 

were plenty of parents and volunteers who lent their 

support, and I have never seen so many staff at a kids’ 

disco before. The event raised about $1500 towards the 

Year 6 Graduation activities. 

Special thanks to the organisers, Sonia Hennessy and 

Marnie Fels, and our energetic School Chaplain Jake 

Meadley who kept everyone entertained all night.  

 

We also had valuable support from the following: 

 Choppin Block Butchery 

 Woolworths Esperance 

 AFGRI Equipment 

 

Charlotte the Octopus: Charlotte from 

Pre-primary had a terrific time at the 

disco. Note the clever octopus costume, 

using eight braids of her hair, with two 

eyes.  

 

 

Survey Results 

A summary of the surveys conducted recently has been added to our school website, and can be accessed here: 

https://www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/ . Go to the “Our School” tab, and select School Surveys. This 

includes the parents survey which had 52 respondents, and the staff and student survey results. 

As well as satisfaction ratings, parents’ opinions on the following three areas were sought. 

 

 Christian Religious Education (Scripture): the results were inconclusive, with responses indicating there is not 

enough desire to change the current model in which Year 1 to 3 classes participate in CRE lessons once a week. 

However, we will look at offering an alternative program at the same time for students whose parents do not 

want their child to participate in CRE. This will be monitored in future. 

 

 School Creed: Our school creed, which is used in many schools in Australia, includes a reference to “Love of 

God”. We asked if this needed to change, and again, there was a split decision on this. Therefore, we will 

continue with the school creed in its current form, and revisit this in the future. 

 

 Specialist Subjects: We sought parents’ views on which subjects were most important and required a specialist 

teacher program. Parents’ ratings in order of preference were STEM, Science, Physical Education, Humanities 

and Social Science, Digital Technologies and Information Technologies. The staff survey results also indicated 

a preference for Science and Stem, after Physical Education, Music and Languages other than English, so we 

are looking at this becoming a specialist subject in 2021. 

 

Waste Wise Warriors 

Another of our Castletown Keys focus priorities this year is Sustainable Education, and a lot is happening in this area. 

The Waste Wise Warriors program will commence soon, whereby a student from each class will be given special 

responsibilities in our recycling activities.  They will be wearing special vests to identify them, and we thank the Knox 

Family for kindly sponsoring this. 

 

 

https://www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/


Year 6 Camp 

Our Year 6 students had a wonderful time last week on their Albany camp, and all returned safe, 

sound and very tired! I didn’t realise how much there is to do around Albany, and they had a full 

program over the five days. I would like to commend and thank the staff who attended for their 

professionalism, enthusiastic participation, and care shown to our students: Mr Ashley Weckert, 

Mrs Dale Rooney, Mrs Wendy Hansen, Mrs Ros Neill and Mr Damien Pansini. 

We also acknowledge the generous support of IGO Limited, who funded the bus transport cost of 

$7,500. I also want to acknowledge the generosity of three anonymous families who donated        

money to enable some of our students to attend. 

 

Esperance Bay Yacht Club Visit 

You may have heard your children talking about the boats which visited our school last week. Members of the club 

came to show the kids some training boats, and how they work. Sailing classes for children will commence soon on 

Saturday mornings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Numero Championship 

Earlier this week, Castletown Primary hosted the district Numero championship, which was attended by many schools 

in the area. It was wonderful to see so many teams from the smaller Mallee schools take part. One of our teams was 

the outright winning team, and those four students have been invited to the grand final in Perth next term. We will 

need to look for sponsors to help get them there! 

 

Traffic Warden Position Vacant: The position of traffic warden, or school crossing attendant on Easton road, is vacant 

and the Police Dept are searching for someone to replace Mr Cyril Lee who will soon be leaving. For more information 

about this, please call the School Crossings Unit on 6274 8767. 

 

I hope everyone has a safe and restful holiday, and look forward to seeing everyone back for what promises to be an 

action-packed, exciting final term. 

 

Best wishes, 

Tim Baker 

      

Deputy’s Desk - Student Services 

Attendance at School 

It’s been a case of ‘back to normal’ in Term 3 for Castletown Primary School. There’s been lots of fun and learning and 

I think everyone is ready for a holiday break. 

Reviewing our whole-school attendance figures over Term 3 has indicated that we have a very high number of students 

who are At Risk of educational disadvantage due to their low attendance percentage. We are hoping to improve on 

this figure as a school. 

Most of the time, there is a totally reasonable cause for student absence but we aim for all of our students to have at 

least 90% attendance with our average attendance goal across the school being 92%. 



The table below is very interesting as it shows the effect of cumulative absence. 

Class teachers will be checking in and following up with relevant families to help improve student attendance across 

the school.  

David McLaren 

Deputy Principal 

 
Deputy’s Desk - Curriculum 

 

Numero  

On Monday, we held the AFG Interschool Numero Challenge for our district with a number of schools competing for a 

position in the State Competition.   It was great to see so many schools competing this year with a couple of new 

schools taking part for the first time.  Our Mathematical Marvels took first place and secured themselves a place in 

the State finals – Congratulations to Ashley, James, Kayne and Mason.  The top 6 teams were:  

1st Place - Castletown Primary School Mathematical Marvels 

2nd Place - Castletown Primary School Kings of Tables 

3rd Place - Cascade Primary School Mathematicians 

4th Place - Scaddan Primary School Smurfs 

5th Place - Castletown Primary School Into the Negatives 

6th Place - Castletown Primary School Multipliers 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

After school, our Teachers and EAs were able to take part in a workshop with the engaging Julie Richards who led us 

all through the basics of numero, how to play the game, how to teach the game in the classroom from Kindy to Year 6 

and clever tips when teaching it in the classroom. Numero is an excellent game for building math fluency in children, 

can be played across different year groups, allowing for students to play at their level (differentiation).  If you would 

 
If your child 
misses… 

 
that equals… 

 
or… 

 
From Kindy to 
year 12 that 
adds up to… 

 
Which is the equivalent of 
attending until: 

1 day per fortnight 
20 days per 
year 

1 month per 
year 

nearly 1 ½ 
years 

part-way through year 11 

1 day per week 
40 days per 
year 

2 months per 
year 

over 2 ½ years part-way through year 10 

2 days per week 
80 days per 
year 

4 months per 
year 

over 5 years the end of year 7 

3 days per week 
120 days per 
year 

6 months per 
year 

nearly 8 years the end of year 4 

 



like to purchase your own set of Numero cards at home, they can be purchased at  www.ziggies.net.au Next term, we 

will be releasing Mr Weckert and Mr Barter to support staff across the school to introduce and embed Numero into 

all our classrooms. 

Swimming Lessons 

Year 1 and Year 3 Swimming Lesson notes and money were due yesterday. If you have not paid or handed your form 

in as yet, please do so before Friday, 25th September as we will not be able to accept any after this date. 

Talk for Writing 

Next term, in Week 3, all our teachers will be attending the Talk For Writing PL, culminating in our School Development 

Day on Friday 30th October.  This program, promoted through the Dyslexia Speld Foundation, is a well-regarded writing 

program developed by Pie Corbett, that looks at model texts that students rehearse orally and (imitate), then learn to 

innovate on the text before creating their own independent versions.  The students will learn to analyse the features 

of good texts and begin to add these to their own writing.  Most schools in the Esperance Network have now adopted 

this program for their whole school approach to writing. 

BookFair 

Unfortunately Book fair is not happening next term as Scholastic have made it online due to Covid-19 so the P&C has 

decided to run an extra round of Book Club instead.  We will be having a library display for the CBCA Book Week in 

Week 2 and are encouraging all students to have a go at making a curious creature to decorate the library.  Please see 

Mrs Castledine’s article below for more details. Due to swimming lessons in that week with Year 1 and 3 students, we 

have decided to not hold a Book Dress Up Day during the week. 

Esperance Wildflower Festival 

Congratulations to Jake Powell and Lucy Pechar for being awarded a prize at the Esperance Wildflower Festival.  These 

students will receive their prize at a presentation this afternoon at the Esperance Anglican Hall.  Thank you to Mr 

Barter who has worked with all our students and for putting up the display of our student work. 

Julie Fetherston 
Deputy Principal 
                                                                                                                          

Week 9 Assembly 

Our Week 9 Assemblies were led ably by our Year 5 students in Rooms 9 and 10.  The temporary Student Councillors 

and Faction Captains were introduced and acknowledged at the assembly for their efforts whilst the Year 6 students 

were on camp. 

At the senior assembly the Year 5 students presented a number of items about the growth mindset - being mindful, 

resilient and demonstrating perseverance. The students had interviewed Mr Baker about the challenges that he had 

faced moving to Esperance and Castletown Primary School and then revealed to us about the virtues he had 

demonstrated.  Although the sound for the video didn’t work we were able to hear from the students the many virtues 

and the growth mindset Mr Baker had demonstrated.  The students also told us a story about a boy who thought he 

couldn’t draw, but when encouraged again and again, was able to create a picture to share.  

http://www.ziggies.net.au/


     Merit Award Winners 

      Congratulations to our Merit Award Winners at our assembly. 

 

Room Year Award Winners 

EC3 PP Elias Yorkshire Braxton Woods 

EC5 PP Lukah Rewharewha Rosalina Woosnam 

EC6 PP Harlen Puna Emily Lewis 

Room 1 1/2  Zane Maloney Bentley Lawrence 

Room 2 1 Polly Gilchrist Flynn Sylva 

Room 3 1 Lilah Adams Poppy Holst 

Room 4 2 Jacob Black Coby Desmond 

Room 5 2 Sophia Hay Xavier Bailey 

Room 6 2/3 Harlow Weckert Callan Puna 

Room 7 3 Jaxon Mansted Cody Henderson 

Room 8 3 Lilly Ramm Macy McLaren 

Room 21 3 Charnique Owen Martina Nelson 

Room 13 4 Dhakota Houston Ainn Permito 

Room 14 4 Felicity Myers Zebb Hunter 

Room 9 5 Isabelle Crawley Lachlan Davies 

Room 10 5 Alby Green Lilly Blacker 

 

 

 
 

Indonesian Award: Awarded by Ibu Florisson to Room 21 for being able to name all the classroom objects in 

Indonesian and use full sentences to say that the objects belong to them. 

 

PBiS Virtue Raffle Winners 

 
We had 105 qualifying for our recent Assembly raffle by earning 15 points or more over the last 3 weeks for showing 

great behaviour and following our expectations. Congratulations to all of these kids! 

Here’s a list of the raffle winners – 

PP – Moran Guest Yr 3- Sharnae Anthony 

Yr 1 – Terrence Yorkshire Yr 4 – Tyson Walker 

Yr 2 – James Woosnam Yr 5- James Butcher 
 

 

 



Room 7 Excursion 
On Tuesday Room 7 went to the Cannery Arts Centre to view the art exhibition Rules of Summer by Shaun Tan. 

 

We saw all the art works that are in the book in their original form. We also saw the lengthy process from storyboard 

to pencil sketches, pastels and then the final oil painting. We were all amazed that this process took 4 years before 

the book was published.  

The artwork was amazing. We could see the texture of the paint, which made things look very real.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Esperance Shire for sponsoring the exhibition, to Arts on the Move for bringing it to Esperance and for 

sponsoring our bus costs. We must also thank Kimberly for welcoming us and providing an activity for us to do at the 

end of our viewing. We had a marvellous time and we would recommend going to the exhibition.  

The Great Vegie Crunch 

On Wednesday, 24th September we held a Great Vegie 

Crunch across the school.  

All classes were able to achieve the “Crocodile Crunch”, 

the highest rating of the crunch sound. 

Did you know that only 6 per cent of Western Australian 

school aged children eat the recommended daily intake 

of vegies? 

The Great Vegie Crunch aims to change that and educate 

students on the importance of eating more vegetables.  

Castletown Primary School is a registered Crunch ‘n’ Sip school. We encourage students to: 

 bring vegetables or fruit from home each day to eat during Crunch&Sip.  

 Remind parents that small, whole fruits 
and vegetables like grapes and cherry 
tomatoes can be a choking hazard for 
younger children, so these should be 
sliced into halves or quarters to send to 
school. 

 Students should fill up their water 
bottles each day 

 Water bottles should be washed daily 

 All fruit and vegetables are to be washed 
before eating (at home is OK) 

 Students should wash their hands 
before eating. 

If you require further information visit www.crunchnsip.com.au 
Health and Wellbeing Team. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crunchnsip.com.au%2F&data=02%7C01%7CJulie.Fetherston%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cebe055d598504e55d23d08d8603ecf4c%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637365170863619606&sdata=Fh9crZwY6TXp3XhpTof1fbfLqp%2FvjVXpeRJb3pWNX9E%3D&reserved=0


Ribit 100 and 200 Night Readers 

Rooms 100 Nights 200 Nights 

Rm 2 Edward Hirt, Dhyan Suresh Kumar, Annabelle 
Drummond, Carter Weckert 

 

Rm 5 Lily Wooldridge, Violet Hill, Sophia Hay  

Rm 6           Ava Burnett, Alyrah Stokes, Izabella Rolton 
 

Coby Guest, Sadie Witt, Mikaylah Stephen, 
Spencer Bower 

Rm 7 Khloe Charles, Cody Henderson  

Rm 8                      Abbey Stratton, James Boast 

Rm 9 Tahlia Maloney, Lucy Pechar, Olivia Stephen  

Rm 13            Kady Creedon 

Rm 21 Willow Burgess   Alex Hay  
 

ToMs Morning Tea 

Today we invited the parents of our Tournament of Minds students 

to come and view the video presentations the students created for 

this year’s ToM’s event.  Mrs Rooney and the students explained to 

the parents the problem that they had been presented with and 

how they created a solution for that problem.  The students 

reflected on some of the learning they experienced with this year’s 

submissions and explained how they attempted to overcome some 

of these including videos that were over-long, or too short, sound 

issues and conflict resolutions.  We are proud of our students’ efforts in this extension program that we were able to 

offer through the willingness of Mrs Rooney and Mrs Wickstein to facilitate it for us.  We look forward to next year’s 

event, which hopefully will be back to normal. 

Out and About in the school 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

  



Book Week 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A message from the Health and Wellbeing Team 

 

 

 

  



School Board Information  

 
Informed by feedback from the parent survey on the school uniform, the Board voted to approve the uniform samples 

which were presented to the last meeting.   

The shirts are from the current uniform supplier, same poly cotton blend material as the existing shirts but with a black 

front/side feature panel.  The shirt matches the design of the current sports jacket.   

There will be a winter jacket option, identical to the existing sports jacket but with a warm fleecy lining. 

There will be a new zip front cardigan, again from the same supplier but which supersedes the existing cardigan 

option.  It is a more modern design, and the sizing is suited for the smaller children. 

A big thank you to the P&C for co-ordinating a full review of the uniform options and suppliers, ensuring that students 

have a modern uniform they can be proud of, that is functional, that is durable, and as cost effective as 

possible.  Thanks to Sandra Prosser who I know spent a lot of time on this review, contacting suppliers both near and 

far looking for the best outcome for everyone. 

The uniform shop is aiming to source uniforms in time for parents purchasing for the new school year.  Please be 

assured that there is a transition period for introducing the new shirts, so families can get full use out of the existing 

uniforms that have been purchased.   

A note also that the school logo has had a minor refresh.  The words “Honesty, Helping, Learning” 

have been taken off the logo, leaving Inspire, Educate, Succeed as the key focus words from our 

school vision.  The font has been updated, and the logo now reads Castletown Primary School 

rather than Castletown, Esperance. 

Tania Wright 

School Board Chair 

 
 

Dates to Remember 

 

Friday 25th September Presentation Assembly at 9am 

Monday 12th October First Day of Term 4 

Wednesday 14th October Friendology Parent Workshop 

Friday 16th October  Friendship Day and Colour Fun Run 

Monday 19th October Swimming Commences for Yr1 and Yr 3 

Thursday 22nd October Chess Congress at EACS 

Friday 30th October  Staff Development Day – Students do not attend this day. 

 

 

  



Community News 

 

 
 
 



 

The Act-Belong-Commit Esperance Wildflower Festival Art Exhibition and Competition 2020-

Schools Category.  

The Display is open from Tuesday 22nd September-26th September. Individual student art prizes 

will be presented at 4 pm on Thursday 24th September, at St Andrews Church. The Peoples’ 

Choice Award for the best school display will be presented on Saturday 26th September. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


