
 

 

 

 

Newsletter 1, Term 4 

22nd October 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 

 

It has been a very exciting start to Term 4 for all of us. 

 

Friendology: Last Wednesday evening we held our parents evening workshop on Friendology, with over 70 parents 

and children attending. The feedback was extremely positive, so much so that I think we might consider another one 

early next year for those who missed out. 

At this workshop, participants learnt about Friendology and what we are doing in our school: 

 The four “Friendship Facts” – No friendship is perfect; Every friendship is different; Trust and respect are the 

most important qualities of a friendship; and Friendships change, and that’s okay. 

 How to surround yourself with healthy friendships, and use the “Friend-o-meter” 

 The difference between Friendship Fires and Mean-on-Purpose 

 The “Friend-o-cycle” and how to keep our friendships healthy 

 How to put out Friendship Fires 

 How to deal with “Mean-on-purpose” behaviour and stand up for yourself. 

Parents and children participated in role-play and discussion activities with each other, and I am sure this workshop 

will have opened up lines of communication between them which will strengthen their relationships. 

I extend a big thanks to Susie Reeves, our URSTRONG presenter, to the Deep Sea Angling Club for the free use of their 

wonderful facility, and to the parents who took the opportunity to attend and support their children and their school. 

 

Friday was a very big day at our school. Here’s a running commentary. 

 

Friendship Breakfast: a team of parents and staff started arriving at 6.45am to prepare 

muffins and fruit sticks for all our students. This was very well received, and we had so much 

food that many had seconds at recess time. Sincere thanks to Troy Rawle and staff at 

Woolworths and Claire Abrams from S’juice for donating fruit and other items. 

Congratulations to Tania Wright and Jo Ramsell for organising a terrific event – and to the 

many parents and staff who came in to help prepare and serve the food. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friendship Assembly and Faction Teams Launch: At 9.00am Year 1 to 6 classes met at the assembly area for a brief 

“Friendship Day” launch, with a lovely item by Room 14 Year 4s and Mrs Linden. We then announced the new 

“Castleteams” program, with children being placed into 16 teams of mixed ages, four per faction. They then went to 

a classroom to participate in 30 minutes of fun activities aimed at getting to know each other. These Castleteams will 

continue to meet every two or three weeks, with the aim to enable children to get to know other students in older or 

younger year levels within our school, thereby developing wider connection and belonging. 

Room 14 

performed in 

sign language 

at our 

Friendship Day 

assembly! 



 

Friendship Goodie Bags: On return to their classrooms, every child received a bag prepared by Mrs Linden and the 

Health & Well-Being Team, containing a few items with a message about friendship. Quite good timing given the 

Esperance Show was cancelled this year! 

 

Colour Fun Run: The day culminated with our third Colour Fun Run, with the weather 

coming good at the right time. Organised by parents Tiana Gilchrist and Fiona Ryan, this 

was a terrific fun activity, with everyone enjoying themselves immensely. As well as 

raising close to $20,000 for P&C projects in our school, it provided an opportunity to 

bring our school community together, something that has been lacking due to Covid 

(although it was good to see adults remembering to keep 1.5m apart!). I think many of 

the adults had as much, if not more, fun than some of the kids, including the Police, 

Ambulance officers and Fire and Rescue officers who came along to make the day 

successful. 

So, what a day and week it was! I think we need to settle down to work now, as I know 

teachers need to get through their planned programs for the term, and conduct 

assessments in readiness for student reports. This semester’s reports will contain 

grades as usual, and there is a lot of work which goes on behind the scenes to produce 

the reports. 

 

School Board Meeting – Wednesday October 28th in the School Library 

Our School Board will meet next Wednesday at 3.30pm. This meeting is designated as the annual “open meeting” and 

interested parents or community members are able to attend to see how the meeting runs. If you do wish to attend, 

please call our office on 9076 2800 to register your name. 

The main item on the agenda for this meeting is the Public School Review process, which our school will be undertaking 

early next year. This involves a team of Education Directors visiting the school to conduct a review of the school’s 

progress in all aspects of its operations. We have commenced preparation for this now, and the board will play a key 

role in this process. 

 

Numero Finals 

In Term 3, we hosted the district Numero competition. Numero is a mathematical game designed to develop the basic 

recall, problem-solving, computation and teamwork skills of students. We are including this in our classrooms from 

Kindy to Year 6, and I think you will have heard about it. 

One of our teams of four, Ashley Gallop, James Guest, Mason Cowcher and Kayne Maguire won the district 

competition and achieved a score high enough to qualify for the state final in Perth on November 12. We congratulate 

these students and their “coaches”, Mr Ash Weckert and Mr Steve Barter. 

Our wonderful friends at IGO Mining have kindly agreed to provide $2,000 towards the cost of travel and 

accommodation for our team to travel to the finals in Perth. The total cost of this will be about $4,000 so we are 

looking for another sponsor to cover part or all of the other $2,000. 

 

Congratulations Mrs Gould! 

One of our teachers, Mrs Gould in Pre-primary, was 

nominated in the Bunnings Name Your Favourite 

Teacher competition which they recently ran. Mrs 

Gould was selected as the lucky recipient of a 

wonderful prize from Bunnings. She is pictured here 

with Karrina and Brandt from Bunnings, and Oscar 

who nominated her. Well done Mrs Gould and Oscar 

– and thank you Bunnings! 

 
Kind regards 
Tim Baker 
Principal 

The Bourne sisters had a 

great day on Friendship 

Day! 



Deputy’s Desk – Student Services 
 
Hello parents 

This term we’ve made a little tweak to our Positive Behaviour Management processes and introduced 

a new classroom resource. It’s called the Choices Check-In Chart. 

This system is a highly visual way that teachers can coach our kids into positive behaviour choices. 

One of the key reasons for introducing this system is to improve the consistency of how we manage 

and respond to behaviour across the school. This should help students be even clearer with their 

knowledge of ' What happens when I do the right thing?' and 'What happens when I do the wrong 

thing?' 

Check in with your kids at the end of the day and see if they’ve made it up to Choices Champion or 

Castletown Superstar! 

David McLaren 
Deputy Principal 

 
Deputy’s Desk - Curriculum 

 

Swimming Lessons 

Rooms 1, 2, 3, 7, 8 and 21 are currently participating in swimming lessons. Just a reminder that if it is 

going to be raining or cold, you could pack an extra jumper for your child to wear to and from the pool 

as they are getting changed back at school. Please ensure all clothing, towels and goggles are labelled. 

EC3, EC6, EC5 (PP only) and Rooms 4, 5 and 6 will be doing their swimming lessons in Weeks 8-9. A 

note regarding their swimming lessons will be sent home at the end of next week.  Unfortunately our 

Year 4-6 students were unable to take part in swimming lessons due to COVID-19. We look forward 

to them taking part next year. 

 

On-Entry Assessment 

Our Year 2 teachers are currently assessing all Year 2 students in the Literacy component of the On-

Entry assessment. This will provide us with good overview of the literacy achievement and progress since Pre-Primary 

when they last participated in the On-Entry Assessment. 

Our Pre-Primary teachers are also reassessing some students this week as well. 

 

Book Week  

Unfortunately, Book fair has not happened this term as Scholastic have made it online due to Covid-19 so the P&C 

have decided to run an extra round of Book Club instead.  Due to swimming lessons this week with Year 1 and 3 

students, we have decided to not hold a Book Dress Up Day during Book Week.  

 

Athletics Carnival 

Our all day Year 1-6 athletics carnival will be held on Thursday, 5th November with the 1000m, jumps and throws 

being held on the preceding day (Wednesday 4th November).  We do require some more parent volunteers to assist 

on the two days – if you are available and willing to help please email Mr Pansini – 

Damien.Pansini2@education.wa.edu.au or contact the school office (9076 2800) and they can pass that along.  Mr 

Pansini is working with our staff in practising for the events and finalising events for students, with new students 

having arrived at the school, and some students leaving after Term 1’s preparation.   

Information regarding your child’s events will be re-sent home early in week 4. Parents are welcome to come and 

spectate and cheer for their child, but we do remind parents to socially distance at the event.  Parents and family 

members will be able to pre-order from our canteen (more details regarding the available menu will be sent out closer 

mailto:Damien.Pansini2@education.wa.edu.au


to the date) and the Year 6 parents plan to have a one-day raffle available so bring along some loose change to take 

part in that. 

 

NAIDOC Week 

Castletown Primary School will be Celebrating NAIDOC Week with a whole day of activities on Friday 13th November.   

Andrew Beck from Tjaltjraak has commenced a dance program with a group of our Aboriginal boys who will perform 

at our NAIDOC Assembly on Friday 13th November as well as our Presentation Assembly on Friday 11th December. 

We will be having students from Wongutha and the Girls Academy supporting us with rotational activities after the 

Assembly and look forward to welcoming them to our school. 

Another exciting project will be the Aboriginal Mural that one of our parents Zandy Bonney is supporting us with at 

the school.  She and Athleen Woods, a local artist, will be working with our students to design and paint a mural on 

the entranceway to our School Office Building. 

 

Julie Fetherston 
Deputy Principal 
 

Kindergarten Induction Program 

There were some excited pre-kindy students and parents in our school last Tuesday as we commenced our 2021 Kindy 

Induction Program.  Our 2021 enrolled Kindergarten students take part in a series of sessions with Mrs Weckert, our 

K/PP teacher to become familiar with our Early Childhood Area and learn about our school and some of the supporting 

agencies for Kindergarten.  Sandra Prosser shared about the P&C and the Uniform shop this week.  School Nurse Nikee 

Tierney will also be sharing at a later session.  These sessions will continue for the next few weeks with all students 

attending 3 sessions in total.  

 

 

  



Year 1 Excursion 

I can see the sea!!! 

On Wednesday 14th October the Year 1 and 2 students from Rooms 1, 2 and 3 went on an excursion to the Esperance 

foreshore. The purpose of this excursion was to explore the effect rubbish has on the oceans and sea animals and how 

we can care for these places in our local environment. This integrated brilliantly with our Geography Year 1 curriculum 

and our Science Week 2020 theme of ‘Innovations for our Oceans’.  

The children thoroughly enjoyed collecting rubbish from the foreshore with their volunteer group leaders and Georgia 

Ryan from the Esperance Shire was a fantastic support for organising our resources and equipment.  

Listening to the children talk about what they can do to care for the ocean was wonderful – saying things like; “It’s 

important because we might have saved some animals lives”, “We can take rubbish home, even if it’s not ours”, 

“Always put rubbish in the bin” and “We need to pick up litter so the ocean animals don’t eat it and get sick”.  

The Shire of Esperance shared a post on Instagram and Facebook, explaining the collaboration between our school, 

the local Shire and Tangaroa Blue in coordinating this event.  

Well done to the Castletown PS students for being such active, responsible and sustainable young citizens.  

Eloise Young  

Year 1 Teacher 

 

 

  

Did you see this on Facebook? 

The Shire of Esperance’s Waste Management Team collaborated with year one and two students from 

Castletown Primary School to take part in this year’s Tangaroa (pronounced “tongue-a-roar-ah”) Blue 

West Australia Beach Clean – Up. In Maori and Polynesian mythology, Tangaroa is the god of the 

ocean. Tangaroa made laws to protect the ocean and its sea creatures. 

The Clean – Up took place at the Esperance Bay beach where the students did a great job in cleaning 

up the area as well as gathering information for Tangaroa Blue data collection sheet. The data indicated 

that the most prevalent waste came from plastic packaging food (wrappers, packets, containers, etc.) 

followed by cigarette butts and filters. The Shire’s Waste Management Team thanks Castletown 

Primary School for playing their part in keeping our beaches beautiful. 

This year, approximately 1,000 volunteers from families, communities, schools and business groups 

registered to participate.  

 



Friendship Day Photos – Friendship Ninjas 

 

Colour Fun Run Photos 



 

  



P&C News 
 
SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB ISSUE 7 --- Orders due by Tuesday 3rd November. This is the final book club for the year!!  
This is instead of Book Fair which was not going to operate as normal due to COVID-19.  There are lots of great 
Christmas books in this issue. 

 
 
Remember, there are NO CASH PAYMENTS.   
Order online using your existing Book Club LOOP account (update your 
children's details if you have not used it this year-select Room Number 
and Teacher) or new users go to scholastic.com.au/LOOP to register-
select CASTLETOWN PRIMARY SCHOOL B/C.   
If using your phone it is easier to use the LOOP App which you can 
download from the App Store or Google Play.  Select ISSUE 7 when 
placing your orders. 
 
You will receive a confirmation email to say your order has gone 
through. 
 
Place orders by 3rd November for free delivery to the school.  Late 
orders incur a delivery charge and the books will be delivered to your 
home.  
 
GIFTS-if you don't want your child to see the purchases, select the GIFT 
option when ordering or contact Book Club Organiser Katie Witt 0439 
989 921.  Book Club is coordinated by the P&C.  Purchases this year 
have generated $1632.50 for the Library!!!  Thank you everyone.   

 

 

New Uniform Update 

The P&C have worked hard with the school board to come up with new uniform items that 

are a modern alternative to the current uniform. There will be a two-year phase in of the 

new uniform, which allows you to hand down the (now old) uniform to younger siblings to 

get your money’s worth. We are selling our old uniforms at cost price, including faction 

shirts, so let us know if you want to purchase these items. We also have clearance items 

available, great if your child is in the habit of losing items of 

clothing. 

Please purchase through www.quickcliq.com.au or come along 

to the uniform shop to get fitted. Alternatively contact us on 

uniformshop.cps@outlook.com to arrange an appointment to try on the uniform. 

You can read the school uniform policy here, or by going to 

www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au >> General information >> Policies. 

  

http://www.quickcliq.com.au/
mailto:uniformshop.cps@outlook.com
https://www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/uniform_policy_2019.pdf
http://www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/


Dates to Remember 
Monday 26th October 2nd Week - Interm Swimming – Yrs 1& 3 

Thursday 29th October Assembly at 9am (PP – Yr6) 

Friday 30th October  School Development Day – Students do not attend on this day. 

Tuesday 3rd November Book Club Due 

Wednesday 4th November 1000m Jump and Throws Day 
Combined Kindergarten Sports morning 

Thursday 5th November Athletics Carnival – Yrs 1-6 

Friday 6th November Camp Quality Incursion 

Mon 9th – Fri 13th November NAIDOC Week 

Wednesday 11th November Combined Pre-Primary Sports morning 

Friday 13th November NAIDOC Assembly At 9.00am 

 

Community News 

 

 

                      

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Help us explore what dads need. 
Please find attached a "Help us explore what dads need" survey. 
We are hoping to have this survey shared within the Goldfields Esperance Region 
to gather what services dads/ fathers/ male role models feel they need in 
parenting. 

 
The information will allow us to ensure that we are spending funds on specific activities, events, and workshops that 
they feel are beneficial to them without us making assumptions. 
Can you please take the time to share this survey with members of our community so we can gather relevant feedback 
to allocating Parenting funds in the right area.  
We initially want to hear the voices of fathers, stepfathers, uncles, grandparents, and any male role models that have 
relationships with children pre-birth to 18 years. 
Your feedback is important, and we want it to count, please assist us in delivering what you need. 
You have the option of going into the draw to win a voucher to Bunnings/Auto Pro 
This information will be shared at Goldfields and Esperance Early Years Group and Local Area Partnership Groups. 
 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2SVCTHH 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2F2SVCTHH&data=04%7C01%7Clorna.davidson%40education.wa.edu.au%7C52936d077dea4e1cb8cf08d874c7c785%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637387748703197341%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=5vF5s2KYvuZOgFuE4kw9RPfK4Rv%2FwnNTRreuOUx4bQw%3D&reserved=0


 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


