
 

 

 

 

Newsletter No. 1, Term 4, 2019 

Dear Parents 

Welcome back to Term 4.  We have had a very busy start to the term already! 

Staffing – Term 4 

We welcome back to school Mrs Maggie Tolman and Mrs Helen Florisson from their well- 
deserved Long Service Leave last term. Mrs Tolman is back with her class in Room 7 and Mrs 
Florisson is teaching Indonesian as our Languages subject to students in Years 2-6.  Mrs 
Florisson has completed additional units in her own time to become a fully-qualified 
Indonesian teacher and it is wonderful to be able to utilise her skills and knowledge to bring 
a Language back to our school and students.   

We welcome Mr Tim Holland and Mr Jack Paterson to our staff in Term 4.  Mr Holland is 
teaching Music to Years 1-3 as well as taking our Senior Choir (Years 5-6) and introducing a 
Junior Choir (Years 3-4).  Mr Paterson is in Room 21 for Term 4 whilst Mr Moore is on Family 
Carers leave.  He is quickly coming up to speed with all things Graduation in this exciting term 
for our Year 6 students. 

Welcome to Mrs Jodie Beardsmore, Mrs Colleen Forward, Ms Karen Tonkin and Ms Kylie 
Nattrass who all join our team of hard-working Education Assistants this term as well.   

Mr Brand is currently on well-deserved Long Service Leave and we wish him a relaxing and 
enjoyable time off with Mrs Brand and family.  Mr Ash Weckert will be the Curriculum Deputy 
role whilst I am Acting Principal. 

School Development Day Professional Learning 

Last Friday, on the School Development Day, our staff at Castletown Primary School 
participated in two important Professional Learning (PL) opportunities.  

Our Teachers participated in the Virtues Project PL with the enthusiastic and committed 
facilitator Jill Kennedy. Castletown Primary School prides itself on our focus on Virtues and 
were committed to ensure that all staff have been upskilled and are confident to successfully 
implement this world-wide program.  Jill presented to the staff the 5 strategies for 
implementation of the project: 

1. Speak the language of Virtues 
2. Setting clear boundaries 
3. Recognising teachable moments 
4. Honouring the spirit 
5. Offering the art of Spiritual Companioning 



 

 

 
The Virtues Project is a key part of our Promoting Positive Behaviour Policy and aligns 
especially well with the Emotion Coaching aspect of our whole school 123 Magic and Emotion 
Coaching approach used by our staff.  We will be having a follow-up session on our first 
School Development Day in 2020. 

Our Education Assistants all attended a Protective Behaviours Program PL hosted by the 
Esperance Senior High School Support Centre.  This PL addressed topics such as:  

 Why teach protective behaviors,  

 Forms of abuse,  

 Protective Behaviors as an empowerment program,  

 The right to feel safe, 

 Managing a disclosure and  

 Key Elements of protective behaviours programs. 

This Professional Learning was well received by our staff and provided relevant and 
important information for all our education support staff.  Thank you to ESHS Support Centre 
for organising this important Professional Learning. 

2020 Student Leaders 

Last week Mr Weckert and I met with the Year 5 students to inform them of the process for 
the appointment of the 2020 Student Leaders.  All students were provided with the 
opportunity to take an application form and have until Wednesday the 20th November to 
complete the form. Students are encouraged to discuss the questions on the form with their 
family, teachers, peers and current leaders.  The 2020 Student Councillors will be announced 
and presented with their badge at the Presentation Assembly on Friday 13th December.  The 
Faction Captains will be determined early in Term 1 2020. 

 
Julie Fetherston 
Acting Principal 
 

Deputy’s Desk - Curriculum 

 
It’s hard to believe we are already one-fifth of the way through term 4. I have replaced Mrs 

Fetherston in the Curriculum Deputy Principal chair for term 4 and have so far thoroughly 

enjoyed the interactions with Teachers, Support staff and of course our Students. 

Assessments 

This term teachers will be conducting a number of assessments to determine the extent to 

which students are achieving and how they have progressed. This will provide fantastic 

affirmation of the learning that has occurred this year. 



 

 

- On-Entry testing of Year 2 Mathematics and selected Pre-Primary Literacy and 
Mathematics across weeks 1 and 2. 

- PAT-Reading PP – Yr 6 and PAT-Vocabulary Yr 3 – 6 will be conducted in week 5. 
- EasyMark Maths, Brightpath post-assessment, PLD & South Australian Spelling and 

screening assessments in week 6. 

Special Events 

- Swimming lessons are in full swing for our Year 4 – 6 classes and these will culminate 
in the Swimming Carnival on Friday 1st November. More information will be sent to 
parents in Week 3. The Pre-Primary and Year 1 Swimming Lessons are scheduled for 
Weeks 7 and 8 with permissions and enrolments happening across the next 2 weeks. 
Parents please check bags for these notes. 
 

- Chess Congress – 4 students have competed in the annual Chess Congress at EACS 
today. They have represented the school with distinction placing 2nd overall in the 
Primary School division. Congratulations to Ashton, Riley, Alex and Lachie. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

- Junior Crew incursion – last week we had the Marine Safety team visit the school to 
teach our Year 3 – 5 classes about boat safety and they even let off a flare! 
Congratulations also to Troy (Yr 5) on being presented with a prize at the Assembly 
for winning the 30 second challenge at the Esperance Ag Show. 

NAPLAN 

The school received the Year 3 and 5 NAPLAN data at the end of term 3. As this was the first 

year for our students completing the assessments online (except Yr 3 writing), our staff are 

being supported to better analyse this data. Both myself and Mrs Fetherston have attended 

Professional Learning in Perth this term and look forward to working with staff. We will 



 

 

support the analysis and planning for teaching adjustments to support improved student 

progress.  

Incursions 

This term our students will be experiencing a number of different incursions including the 
Junior Crew excursion held last week for Years 3-5; an Act-Belong-Commit Kaddatji Nyungar 
Boodja Plants and Culture Session with the Tjaltjraak Rangers and Esperance Botanist, Ken 
Mills (Week 4 – Year 3) and Constable Care will also be visiting the school in Week 4, 
presenting Safety Puppet Shows to all students in the school from K-6.  All our incursions are 
chosen for the educational value they bring to our school and students and will often involve 
follow-up activities in the classroom. 

Ashley Weckert 
Deputy Principal – Curriculum 
 

Kindy/PP POL News 

The children from the Early Childhood Centre were greeted 

with a new bicycle track when they returned to school, after 

the holidays. The track is used on different days for bikes, 

scooters and chariots. This has improved the safety of our 

verandahs during recess and lunch.  

The children are not only practising turn taking and 

cooperation, along with getting exercise, but are also 

practising road safety skills. They have to follow arrows (one-way traffic), obey traffic signs, 

wait at the crosswalk and use courtesy on the road. 

Teachers can use the track, which is based on a plan designed by Mrs Baldwin, to teach 

pedestrian and bike safety with their class. 

Our next project will be to organise permanent markings on the track. Any volunteers? 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Thank you to Mr Brand for initiating the project, to Mrs Weckert for organising the work to 

be done during the holidays and to Mr Phil Arnold for his prompt response to our request 

and building the track. 

Adele Baldwin 
Pre-Primary Teacher 
 

Years 1/2 POL News 

Welcome back to Term 4! Its been a very exciting start back to Term with show day on 

Friday.  

This term the Year 1s are learning all about fairy tales with our Narrative writing genre. The 

Year 1 students are very enthusiastic about the prospect of creating their very own 

narrative throughout the term. In Maths the Year 1s have been busy revising what we have 

learnt so far this year and applying a range of strategies to solve word problems. 

Last week on Friday the staff attended a Virtues workshop. In class we have been learning 

about, and discussing ways, to be a “bucket filler”. The Virtues program at our school links 

to this concept because when displaying virtues, you fill up your bucket and others’ buckets 

too!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may have noticed there has been a few changes to our timetable this term. The whole 

school sport for Year 1-3 has been moved to last period on a Friday from 2:00-3:00pm. As 

the weather warms up, a reminder to please dress appropriately and bring a water bottle 

and hat. 

Swimming lessons will be here before we know it. Please support your child’s 

independence by making sure they can dress and undress themselves including shoes and 

socks etc.  

Ruth Bertola 
Room 2 Teacher 



 

 

Years 3/4 POL News 

The Year 3 and 4 students have had an awesome start to Term 4 and are prepping for a 

busy term ahead. The Year 4 students have started their swimming lessons and have been 

demonstrating their virtues when representing Castletown Primary in the community. They 

are all looking forward to participating in the School Swimming Carnival on Friday the 1st of 

November. Mrs Maguire’s Year 3 students have been busily practising and preparing their 

assembly item for this Friday. They look forward to entertaining their audience. Mrs 

Tolman’s Year 3s also have their assembly in Term 4. Stay tuned.  

In week 1, the students were lucky enough to attend an incursion from the 

Junior Crew. The students took part in the 30 second challenge to see 

whether they were able to put on a life jacket correctly in 30 seconds, learnt 

about boat safety and witnessed two different types of flares being let off. It 

was a great experience, the children had a lot of fun and learnt lots of new 

information about water safety. 

   

This term the Year 3 and 4 students are learning about narrative writing and have been 

working hard on brainstorming and planning exciting narratives to share with their peers. 

Students are learning about the structure of a narrative and how to use description and 

dialogue to add details to their writing. 

The Year 4 students are wrapping up their chemical sciences by 

testing the different types of properties of various materials and 

sharing their findings with their peers. The students are also 

exploring healthy behaviours and what it means to be a happy 

and healthy person. Students will be learning about healthy 

eating, mindfulness, resilience, importance of exercise and 

hygiene. 

The Year 3 students are continuing their studies of Australia in Geography. They have been 

learning about how vast and diverse our unique land is. They have enjoyed using atlases, 



 

 

books and the internet to locate and compare mountain, 

rivers, deserts and rainforests of Australia. 

Madi Wickstein 
Year 4 teacher 
 

Year 5/6 POL News 

Welcome back to Term 4! The Year 5 and 6 students are already in full swing with some 

amazing attitudes, behaviour and efforts being displayed in classrooms and in the 

playground! Annual swimming lessons commenced this week at the Bay of Isles Leisure 

Centre for Year 4, 5 and 6 classes, with students participating in 40 minute lessons in their 

respective swimming stages. Students have shown great personal responsibility to make 

sure they are prepared and organised for their lessons, to hang out their towels and 

bathers to dry overnight, and are representing themselves, their class and their school well 

whilst out in public.  

As a whole-school the Year 5/6 cohort is focusing on continuing to improve their spelling 

and weekly test results, reviewing and writing narratives and reviewing many Numeracy 

topics before they move onto Year 6 and High School in 15 weeks’ time! With Dress up As 

Your Favourite Book Character on Friday 15th November, Book Fair, NAIDOC week, a 

Constable Care and Rangers incursions also included in this term, students have many 

events to look forward to.  

Year 5s- Room 10 and 11 

Last week, the Year 5s were afforded the opportunity to take part in the Junior Crew Boat 

Safety Incursion held on the main oval. They learnt safety awareness in and around boats, 

how to put a life jacket on and inflate it (look out Mrs. Coupar!), observed the process of 

letting off a flare, and were able to explore the local marine safety boat alongside Gary 

Wilson and his team. This aligned well with students’ Health unit this term, which is mainly 

focused on boat, water, sun, cyber, pedestrian/road, bike and bushfire safety, leading into 

the summer months. From this, students will be creating a mind map using technology to 

record an information text in regards to all these topics, to present to various audiences. 



 

 

 

Year 5 students trying on life jackets, Asha Revell learning safety equipment required on 

Australian boats, and Mrs. Coupar in shock after having her life jacket fully inflated.  

Students in Room 11 have also been writing application letters to Mrs. Fetherston 

informing and persuading her why they would make great student councillor and faction 

captain apprentices in Week 5. During this week, selected students will be shadowing 

current Year 6 Student Councillors and assisting with tasks and activities around Castletown 

Primary.  

With the wonderful help from Mr. Bokka, Room 11 now has standing desks!  So far, the kids 
and Miss Tonkin love them and Miss Tonkin has found many students work SO much calmer, 
more focused and attentive while standing while they listen and work.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

Year 6s- Room 9 and 21 

Year 6s continue to practise their Graduation song and preparing for their Primary 

Schooling exit in Week 10. We are in full swing and looking forward to our High School 

transition days later in the term. 

Room 21 also welcomes Mr. Paterson who will be relieving Mr. Moore this term while he is 

on leave.  

After returning from camp, Year 6 students wrote thank you letters to the many 

organisations they visited whilst in Albany.  This is linked with the Virtue of Thankfulness, 

recognising and appreciating the activities that our classes were able to visit. In class, letter 



 

 

formats were compared to emails and the purpose of letter writing. As was the term ‘snail 

mail’ comparing writing and posting letters instead of sending mail electronically. Some 

students were even lucky enough to receive their own letters of reply from the WA Great 

Southern Museum.  

    

Mrs Nicola Rose and Mr Jack Paterson 
Year 6 Teachers 
 

Assembly hosted by Room 13 

The Year 3 students from Room 13 enthusiastically led today’s assembly with confidence 
and a well-polished approach.  They shared with us some interesting information about 
Australia and sang a song about the states of Australia with matching costumes, including 
some Australian animals.  Their role play about the Virtue of Enthusiasm was a great way of 
presenting the virtue.  Thank Room 13 and we honour your commitment and excellence in 
today’s assembly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Mr Wilson, from the Department of Transport – 
Marine Safety, presented the school with a 
certificate and book, in recognition of the 
valuable contributions of the school for the Junior 
Crew Program Incursion from last week.  He also 
presented Troy Schnitzer with a prize from the 30 
second Marine Safety Challenge held at last 
week’s show.  Troy was the Junior winner for the 
event. 

  

To view a gallery of photos from the assembly click here 

 

Certificates of Merit 

Year/Room Student 
Yr2 Rm7 Sharnae Anthony  

Yr3 Rm13 Jack MacKenzie 

Yr3 Rm7 Graciella Burgess 
Yr3 Rm8 Xavier Richardson 

Yr4 Rm14 Shikira Munzer 
Yr4 Rm12 Mia Templeton 

Yr5 Rm11 Sheridan Spencer 

Yr5 Rm10 Kupa Henning 
Yr6 Rm9 Coen Fels 

Yr6 Rm21 Ben Gibson 

 

Virtues Winners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year Room Student Virtue 

3 8 Brianna Respect 

4 14 Nicola Cleanliness 

5 10 Daniel Respect 

6 21 Claire Respect 

https://www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/page/317


 

 

2020 Kindergarten Orientation Session 

On Tuesday October 22nd a group of excited 2020 Kindy students attended their first 

Kindergarten Orientation visit. All 2020 Kindy children have the opportunity to attend four 

sessions during Term 4 to become familiar with the Kindy and the School environment.  

These sessions are held in a Kindergarten classroom providing an opportunity to support 

the development of positive relationships and introducing the students to a variety of 

learning experiences. The students had fun exploring and playing in the classroom, creating 

with the playdough, doing puzzles, drawing, reading stories, designing red crowns and 

venturing out into the Early Years playground. The session concluded with shared fruit and 

story time. 

At future sessions we have Speakers attending (School Nurse, Speech Therapist, School 

Psychologist, P&C representatives) to meet with the Parents and outline the different roles 

they play with in the school setting. 

We look forward to meeting the students and parents from the Blue group next Tuesday 

October 29th. 

 

  

Wendy Weckert 
Kindy Teacher 



 

 

RIBIT Readers 

Congratulations to these wonderful RIBIT Readers. 

Room Year Students 

8 3 80 Nights – Van Haberley 

100 Nights - Finlay Hunt 

10 5 100 Nights – Bronte Florisson, Georgia Durdin 

13 3 180 Nights – Quinn Libo-on 

200 Nights  - Remy Schmidt 

250 Nights – Jack MacKenzie 

 
Dates to Remember 

 

28th Oct – 31st Oct Year 4-6 Swimming Lessons 
28th Oct P&C Meeting – 2pm 

30th Oct Board Meeting – 3.15pm 
1st Nov Swimming Carnival – Year 4-6 

6th Nov Constable Care Incursion – K-6 
7th Nov Tjaltjraak Incursion – Year 3 

11th Nov – 15th Nov Book Fair 

13th Nov Year 6 Student Leaders at OLSOTS 
15th Nov Dress Up as your Favourite Book Character 

EACS Transition Day 

 

To view Community Events, click here 

 

 

 

To complete the survey online 

simply click on this link: 

https://www.surveymonkey.co

m/r/Esperance_health 

 

https://www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/page/217
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Esperance_health
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Esperance_health

