
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Newsletter 1, Term 2 
30th April 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Thank you for looking after your children on Monday 19th, to enable us to hold a school development day, in which 
the staff undertook a number of professional learning and planning activities.  
 
These included: 
 

 Teaching Sprints: a process for teachers in year groups to analyse student performance data and identify 
specific areas for focus in their teaching and learning, presented by Julie Fetherston 

 ProLoQuo: Michelle O’Sullivan led our support staff to learn about a system of recording student information 
on the run. 

 Friendology: Taryn Linden provided our staff with a refresher on this program which we recently introduced 
for our “language of friendship” and relationship development. 

 Positive Behaviour: David McLaren has been continually refining our processes for managing behaviour and 
enhancing the learning environment for every student and staff member. 

 Aboriginal Education and Cultural Response: I took our staff through an audit process to identify the areas of 
the Aboriginal Cultural Standards Framework we can focus on. 
 

To break up the day and develop team-building and collaboration, we also managed to fit in a “great race” in which 
the staff searched around the town centre for clues to a secret location where we met for a quick lunch, before 
returning to the school and getting back to work. 
 
Anzac Day Service 
On Friday morning we held a lovely Anzac Day service at 
our school. Our guest speaker was Mrs Nona Vine, a 
local resident who served in the Royal Australian Air 
Force, which was appropriate given this is the 100th 
anniversary of the RAAF’s formation. Our choir 
performed a moving rendition of Lee Kernaghan’s 
“Spirit of the Anzacs”. Many parents and families, 
including some who were going away on the weekend 
and unable to attend the town service, came along to 
ours and their presence helped to make it a special 
occasion for us. Our student leaders also marched in the 
town service, and School Captains Olivia Stephen and 
James Butcher laid a wreath on behalf of Castletown 
Primary School. 
 
New Signs Around the School  
Shortly you will see some new signs displayed around our school. These will advise that “unauthorised entry onto the 
school grounds is prohibited”. This is in response to an increase in graffiti, vandalism and anti-social behaviour after 
hours and on weekends in our school. I have consulted with the Esperance Police and the Dept of Education, and the 
signs are required to clarify the situation and enable police to charge any transgressors if need be. I do not want to 
create an unwelcome atmosphere at our school, or discourage our parents and families from using the open areas at 



the school. In fact, I know from experience that parents are the best watch-dogs for schools as they have a vested 
interest in the facility and are likely to take some action when they see anyone being anti-social, such as call the police 
(which I would encourage). 
 
Year 6 Camp Payments 
The Year 6 camp will be held in October this year, at Camp Quaranup in Albany. The cost for each student is 
approximately $400, and payments have begun to come in. We know that there are a few families who are under 
genuine financial hardship, and will be unable to afford the cost of the camp for their child. Last year, I put out a call 
for any anonymous donors to make a contribution to a camp assistance fund to subsidise a student’s camp costs, and 
several people helped out in this way. If you or someone you know would be prepared to assist with this, please 
contact me or our Manager Corporate Services, Mrs Tania Barnes, at the school on 9076 2800. This will be kept 
confidential. My email address is Timothy.Baker@education.wa.edu.au . 
 
Primary Extension and Challenge (PEAC) Program in 2021 
PEAC is a program funded by the Dept of Education to provide extension and challenge programs for students in Years 
5 and 6. We have three students who qualified for PEAC through testing in Year 4, and other students are invited to 
participate also when opportunities are available. To start PEAC for 2021, a short round of three sessions will 
commenced on Friday. We have nine students participating. Others will be invited to participate in some of the 
programs which will be offered after round 1. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Tim Baker 
Principal 
 

Deputy’s Desk - Student Services 
 

We’ve recently done a little tweaking of our 
Playground Zones for students to promote Being 
Friendly and Being Responsible. It’s really nice to 
have all of Year 1-6 students sharing a lot of space 
and having the option of playing and mingling 
together. These cross-year-level relationships are 
a special part of our school and something we 
value and reinforce through the CastleTeams 
program.  
 
We also need some designated spaces for 
specific year groups to play sports games and 
keep safe. At Castletown Primary our Playground 
Rules boil down to a few key expectations – 
 

 Be Responsible 

 Be Respectful 

 Be Safe 
 

David McLaren 
Deputy Principal 
 

Deputy’s Desk – Curriculum 
 
Teaching Sprints 
This term our teachers will be starting a process called Teaching Sprints by Andrew Breakspear. This process 
encourages staff to review current best practice and potentially make small changes in their teaching practice through 
introducing a pre-determined strategy or technique for a short period of time and then reflect on the effectiveness of 
that strategy/technique for that time period. As this is a year of consolidation for our school, we will be focusing on 
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whole school approaches in place or being embedded into the school.  For term 2 the teachers will be reviewing our 
whole school spelling approach of PLD and implementing a dictation strategy in their class for their PLD spelling. Our 
ECE are choosing a strategy from PLD as well, and our specialists will be choosing an Idoceo strategy (an online tool 
for planning and assessing). 
 
NAPLAN Online 
NAPLAN Online will commence in Weeks 4-5 this term for our Year 3 and 5 students. Our main testing sessions will be 
conducted in Week 4 but there will be catch-up opportunities in Week 5 for any child that is sick on a testing day. 
Please don’t send your child to school if they are sick, as we can catch them up later in the testing period when they 
are feeling better. 
 
Julie Fetherston 
Deputy Principal 

 
CastleTeams 
 
Today we held our first CastleTeam’s 
session for Term 2.  Students have 
been placed into mixed year levels 
within their faction and will meet 
together 2-3 times a term. Today 
they learnt what their CastleTeam’s 
local Australian animal mascot is and 
the Nyungar name for that 
animal. They then created 
themselves a name tag and played 
some games in their team.  
 
 

Football Friday Frenzy 
 
Today’s Football Friday Frenzy was a 
lot of fun with some friendly rivalry 
between teams!  It was great to see 
so many staff and students dress up 
in their favourite footy team’s 
colours (or mountain bike team Mr 
Jake!). 

Oh no! Room 6 has no Dockers except the teacher 
 



Anzac Assembly 
 
Last Friday morning we held an 
ANZAC Assembly at school led by 
Student Leaders Ellie-Rose Weckert 
and Nick Terrell.  Our combined 
school choir, featuring students from 
Year 3-6 performed “Spirit of the 
ANZACs” with simple but very 
effective actions that captivated the 
audience’s attention and moved a 
number of staff and parents.  Mr 
Baker delivered an address providing 
a modern-day view on past history 
and Mrs Nona Vine, an ex-WRAAF 
member, informed the students of 
her background as a Dental nurse in 
the WRAAF (including being the only 
Air Force member at one base!) as 
well as some interesting information 
about some of the aircraft used in the 
last 100 years of the Royal Australian 
Air Force.   
 
Our School Captains, James Butcher 
and Olivia Stephen, along with two 
Year 1 students, Lexi Weckert and 
Liam Timms, laid 2 wreaths, created 
by the talented Ms Stearne from 
flowers brought in by staff and 
students by our two flag-poles.  Mr 
Jake presented a Prayer for Peace, as 
well as being our photographer.  Mr 
Jackson from the Esperance Brass 
Band performed the Last Post, and 
then Reveille, after the 1-minute 
silence.  We are very appreciative of 
Mrs Vine and Mr Jackson coming to 
our school and being a part of our 
ANZAC assembly. 
 
 
 
 
 

ANZAC Day Activities - EC5 and EC6 
 
On Friday 23rd April 2021 our school commemorated our ANZACs with a most reverent assembly. EC5 and EC6 
attended the remembrance assembly and showed amazing respect and self-discipline during the service. As part of 
the Learning Area History, the students learnt about the meaning of poppies (red for service men and women and 
purple for service animals). They also read Anzac Ted and made puppets and paintings of the famous bear. Anzac 
biscuits were also on the menu of the week’s activities. Outstanding work EC5 and EC6! 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANZAC Day Activities - EC5 and EC6 
 



A message from the Super Reader 
 
National Family Reading Month is celebrating 25 years of 
encouraging families to read more together. This May we ask you 
to make reading a priority and a part of your daily routine by taking 
the challenge at https://www.scholastic.com.au/scholastic-in-the-
community/national-family-reading-month-2021/ 
 
This coincides directly with the school program RIBIT (READING IN 
BED IS TERRIFIC), by reading every night during the month of May 
for RIBIT and the family reading challenge, families reading 
together! 
 
Please log on to the scholastic website for further information 
https://www.scholastic.com.au/scholastic-in-the-
community/national-family-reading-month-2021/ 
 
 
Super Reader 
Read, read and away! 
 
 
 

A Message from the Health and Wellbeing Team  
 

Mindful May is happening next month. 
 

Mindfulness has 3 qualities: 
 

 Intention to cultivate awareness (and return to it again and again) 

 Attention to what is occurring in the present moment (simply observing thoughts, feelings, sensations as they 
arise) 

 Attitude that is non-judgmental, curious, and kind.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



P & C 
 
The next P & C meeting will be held on Friday the 14th May at 1:30pm in the Staffroom.  
 
 

 
 

 

BOOK CLUB TIME! 
P&C coordinates Scholastic Book Club, which offers 
a variety of books at affordable prices and for every 
order made the school benefits with free books and 
resources through the Rewards program. Last year 
we raised $2500 in rewards which Mrs Castledine 
used to buy new books for the library! This year we 
are doing two Book Clubs - one in Term 2 and one in 
Term 3. 
 
Book Club can only be ordered online at 
scholastic.com.au/LOOP. Previous users go to your 
existing Book Club LOOP account (it will ask you to 
update your children's details-select their Room 
Number and Teacher) or for new users go to 
scholastic.com.au/LOOP to register (choose the 
CASTLETOWN PRIMARY SCHOOL B/C account).  
Alternatively, you can download the LOOP app from 
the App Store or Google Play, select ISSUE 3 when 
placing your orders. NO CASH PAYMENTS ARE 
ACCEPTED. 
Place Issue 3 orders by 9th May for free delivery of 
books to the school. For any queries please contact 
Book Club Organiser Katie Witt 0439 989 921. 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates to remember 
 

Tuesday 4th May 2021 Mother’s Day Stall – EC4A, PP, Year 1, 2 and 3) 

Wednesday 5th May 2021 
 

Mother’s Day Stall – EC4B, EC7, Year 4, 5 and 6) 
School Board 3:30pm 

Thursday 6th May 2021 Earbus Visit 

Friday 7th May 2021 School Assembly – Rm 5 
PP Excursion – Pete the Sheep 

Sunday 9th May 2021 Book Club orders due 

Tuesday 11th – 21st May 2021 NAPLAN 

Friday 14th May 2021 
 

Walk safely to school day 
P & C Meeting 1:30pm in the Staffroom 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Community News 

 
Please click here to view our community events page on our website. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                   
 
 
 
                                           
                                           

https://www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/page/217/Community-Events

