Newsletter 1, Term 1
12th February 2021
Dear Parents and Carers
Unlike most schools in WA, we have almost completed two weeks of school this year. Where did that time go?
Our start to the year has been very smooth, and I can honestly say probably the best start I can remember in all my
years as a principal. I can see that our “transition hour” at the end of last year, where students moved into their 2021
classes with their new teachers, was most successful as children and parents all knew where to go. There were very
few tears, apart from the early years which is usual. I thank parents and carers for the part you played in making sure
your kids had the support, materials, clothes, food etc that they required.
This year we decided to form four Year 5/6 mixed classes, to spread the complexities of the cohorts evenly. This
arrangement has also commenced extremely well, due in no small part to the efforts and calibre of the four
outstanding teachers in Mr Weckert, Mrs Rooney, Mrs Wickstein and Mrs Rose who have formed a strong collaborative
team.
The structure of our classes this year is very straightforward, with the only mixed classes being the four Year 5/6
classes. This is due to a fluke with enrolment numbers enabling us to form straight classes all the way through from
Kindy to Year 4 (this was also enabled by the formation of the 5/6 classes). Whilst mixed classes are common and a
fact of life due to the way schools are funded, it does make planning for teachers easier.
Class Meetings
Next week, our teachers will hold their class meetings to enable you to hear about the routines, programs and
expectations in store for 2021. These 30 minute meetings are scheduled across two evenings to allow you to attend
more than one, where relevant.
Please note that the four Year 5/6 classes will hold a combined meeting, although they will have separate classroom
policies with some minor differences which parents will be provided with.
The schedule for next week’s meetings are as follows:
Tuesday 16th

Wednesday 17th

5.30

Year 5/6 classes

6.00

Kindergarten

Pre-primary

6.30

Year 1

Year 2

7.00

Year 3

Year 4

School Board News
We are fortunate to have a very active, interested and effective school board at Castletown Primary. The board’s role
is to provide oversight of the school’s planning and finance, and contribute to the direction of the school’s
improvement plans and review processes. It meets twice a term, currently on Wednesdays of Week 3 and 7, from
approx 3.30 – 5.00pm.

There are two vacant parent positions up for election. Mrs Marnie Fels has completed several years on the board as
her children have moved on to high school; and Mrs Clara Graham’s three-year term has expired and she has decided
not to nominate for another term. Therefore, I am calling for nominations for election of two parent representatives.
If you would like to nominate for the board, please contact the school on 9076 2800 and a nomination letter and form
will be emailed to you. Alternatively, this can be obtained from the school office.
If you would like more information about the School Board’s role and composition, please contact either myself, or
Board Chair Mrs Tania Wright, via the school.
P&C News
Our Parents and Citizens Association is also a very active group, providing wonderful support for our children through
the provision of the canteen, quality uniforms at reasonable cost, funds for additional resources, and other events and
activities to enhance our school’s environment.
The first meeting for 2021 is to be held on Tuesday at 2pm. As children grow older and move through the years, we
need new members to step up and keep the P&C operating well. I hope you will consider coming along to the P&C
meetings and join this very worthwhile cause, to make our school the best it can be for our kids.
Public School Review – Our Turn to Participate
Our school is participating in the Public School review process. This occurs every three years, in which all WA public
schools carry out a review of their operations. There are six domains, or areas:
• Relationships and Partnerships
• Learning Environment
• Leadership
• Use of Resources
• Teaching Quality
• Student Achievement and Progress
In the review, we report on areas of strength or successes, and identified deficiencies or areas for improvement. Our
assessment report has been sent to the Review team this week, and on Thursday the school will be visited by two
reviewers, Director of Review Rebecca Bope, and a principal Mrs Di Miller from Geraldton. They will conduct a series
of interviews with various groups of staff, students and parents to discuss the school’s judgements in our assessment,
and later we will receive a report summarising their findings. We look forward to the review Report, which will provide
some affirmations of things we are doing well (and there are many), and some areas we can address for improving our
school.
I wish to thank the members of our School Board for their input to the review process over the six months. Our staff
have also been working towards preparation for the review, with our ten-member leadership team being extensively
involved.
Faction Captains Elected
Congratulations to our new faction Captains for 2021:
Parmelia: Alice Navarre, Riley Davies
Cygnet: Isabelle Crawley, Eli Rickerby
Success: Jack Witt, Holly Young
Challenger: Arlie Cox, Ashlee Henderson

Our Sports Captains for 2021, with our
Phys Ed specialist teacher Mr Pansini.

Covid News
Esperance is still fortunate to be Covid-free, and we hope this continues.
Whilst local schools can operate normally, we must still maintain hygienic practices and comply with any applicable
requirements. Schools do not need to use the Safer WA app or written record of visitors, provided all visitors sign in.
This does not include parents dropping off or picking up children, as we have a record of the names of all in our school
community, but does apply to anyone else visiting the school for any reason.
A written record of parents, carers and family members attending the class meetings next week will be taken.
School Banking Has Commenced
One of our parents, Mrs Fiona Ryan, has been running school banking for children for some years. This has
commenced, and she can be found every Friday morning at 8.30am at Room 15 (just along from the office).
Best wishes
Tim Baker
Principal

Deputy’s Desk - Student Services
Hello CPS Community
Welcome back for the 2021 school year! We’ve had a super smooth start to the year with lots of smiling and happy
faces filling the classrooms.
We’ve got straight back into our positive behaviour focus with our staff switched straight on to catching our kids being
good! There’s already been 5156 Castle Points awarded this year which represents 5156 situations of kids
demonstrating our behaviour expectations.
We’ve done some extra work this year to create a School Wide Positive Behaviour Matrix that helps to explain exactly
what it looks like to demonstrate these behaviours in different contexts.
You will see the Matrix (pictured below) displayed in all our classrooms and around the school.

David McLaren
Deputy Principal

Deputy’s Desk – Curriculum
Operoo
Thank you to the parents who have been online and completed their child’s Operoo Account. Operoo is a management
system we are using in 2021 to make parent responses for excursions, permission forms and some health information a
little easier, paper-free and time efficient. It ensures parents receive important notes sent out by the school, and
allows parents to approve school activities from their phone or device. There is an app associated with the program
– called Caremonkey. Some parent mays prefer to use the app. It uses the same log-in that you would have used in
setting up the profile. If you have not set up an account or if you need assistance in setting up your child’s account,
please feel free to come into the school office and I am very happy to assist.
Talk 4 Writing
This year we are implementing Talk 4 Writing across the whole school. Students will be learning from model texts,
which they will learn to orally retell with matching actions. These texts will then be used to create our own stories. I
am looking forward to popping into classrooms and seeing students ‘perform’ their oral retells. You may see some of
these pop up on your Seesaw account as well.
Room 13

Our fabulous class participating in
Talk4writing.
“The fisherman and his wife lived in a
filthy hovel”
Mrs Maggie Tolman

Seesaw
All classes have a Seesaw account and we encourage parents to check in regularly on their child’s account. If you do
not have an account, please contact your child’s teacher and they can send a QR code, or an email invite to you to join.
Online Programs
We have a number of online programs that students can access at home. These are Reading Eggs (K-6), Mathletics (P6) and Typing Tournament (P-6). Login codes will be sent home for these programs soon. Kindy parents – the Reading
Eggs log-in will be sent home later in the year.

Julie Fetherston
Deputy Principal

Sports News from Mr Pansini
Mr Pansini is seeking parents or carers to support his Whole School Sports Program. The focus of Term 1 is on our
Athletics training. Parent helpers will stay with a particular activity or rotation to assist with measuring and recording
students’ trials.
If you are interested in helping, please contact Damien.Pansini2@education.wa.edu.au or 0436 662 632.
Please specify what year level and faction you would be willing to assist in.
Damien Pansini
Physical Education Specialist

Mrs Gallop’s EC6 Pre-primary class enjoying a Kiddo session on the oval with Mr Pansini.

Fishy Business in the Library
This week the library was not only for reading and borrowing books but also for some keen fishermen to try their luck
at catching a big fish. Inspired by the book, ‘A Big Fish’ by Pamela Allen, the students in Room 2 and EC6 first listened
to the story and then had some fun reeling in a big fish.

Mrs Lesley Mather
Literature Specialist

P&C
All parents are invited to attend our first P & C meeting on Tuesday 16th February at 2pm in the staffroom. This is a
perfect opportunity for parents to find out more about our school and the ways they can support their child’s learning
at Castletown Primary School.
An AGM is scheduled for Tuesday 16th March - time to be confirmed.

Dates to Remember
Tuesday 16th February
Tuesday 16th February
Wednesday 17th February
Friday 19th February
Monday 1st March
Tuesday 16th March
Wednesday 17th March

P & C Meeting in the Staff room 2pm
Parent Meetings – Yr 5/6, Kindy, Yr 1 and Yr 3
Parent Meetings – PP, Yr 2 and Yr 4
School Assembly – Rm 22
Labour Day Holiday (No school)
Athletics Carnival (Jumps and Throws) Yr 1 - 6
Athletics Carnival Yr 1 - 6

Community News – Click here to view our community page on our website.

Please click this link to view a letter from the Esperance Soccer Association

