
 

 

 

 

Newsletter 2, Term 3 

13th August 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Assemblies: It was pleasing to see so many parents and visitors at our junior and senior school assemblies last Friday, 

with numbers exceeding our expectations. Thank you for heeding our request to observe physical distancing between 

adults. 

 

Our Plans are Progressing: At the beginning of the year, we commenced a series of activities and actions to gradually 

implement the goals and strategies in our new School Business Plan, 2020-22, which contains four Focus Priorities: 

 Success for all students 

 High quality teaching and learning 

 Culture and Care 

 Strong sustainable community partnerships. 

This included workshops for staff and parents, from which we identified the key focus areas and actions for 2020, 

drawn from the Business Plan. This led to the development of our “Castletown Keys – Key Actions for 2020” document 

(a nice play on local words), which is set out in five Operational Areas: 

 Literacy (English) 

 Numeracy (Mathematics) 

 Health and Well-being 

 Information and Communication Technologies 

 Sustainability  

These two documents have been posted on the school’s website, for you to peruse if interested. 

 

In the past fortnight, I have reviewed with staff the results of the staff workshop held on January 31, and with the 

school board, the results of the parents’ planning workshop held on February 26. It is evident that we have achieved 

and implemented many of the desired outcomes from both these processes, with much of it overlapping. This is a 

more meritorious achievement given the interrupted year we have experienced due to Covid. The staff can feel justly 

proud and satisfied with their efforts and successes this year. 

The board made note of this, and also the number of desired outcomes recorded in the parents’ workshop which have 

either been achieved or are in train. 

Some of the major achievements this year, which include routines and processes as well as whole-school teaching and 

learning approaches, are: 

 Our reading approach consolidated 

 Talk For Writing adopted as our whole-school approach for writing (staff will undertake training next term) 

 Friendology adopted as our Social/Emotional Learning curriculum (we will be trained on Friday 21st next week, 

our School Development Day) 

 Sustainable Education plans have been established and actions commenced in classes 

 Aboriginal Education Planning has commenced, with a parent’s reference group under way 

 Technology support role commenced in the school 

 Behaviour Management processes are being reviewed, revised, clarified and strengthened 

 Student Services structures and processes for students with disabilities or learning difficulties have been 

reviewed and streamlined, with Mrs Michelle O’Sullivan and Mrs Nicola Rose taking up roles to support staff 

and students 

 Literacy intervention strategies have commenced (Minilit Years 1 & 2, Macqlit Years 3-6) delivered by newly 

trained EAs and to be expanded 

https://www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/page/326/School-Business-Plans


 

 Extension programs in Reading have commenced (with Mrs Mather) 

 The Library has been totally revived and rejuvenated to a much more modern, vibrant look 

In the Buildings Grounds and Facilities, a huge amount has been achieved. There have been several projects 

happening this year with more than $1 million being spent on this school: 

 New roof and verandas replaced along Rooms 1 – 8. 

 Extensive drainage improvement works installed to prevent flooding (this was severely tested last week 

and passed with flying colours!) 

 Painting of buildings to freshen the place up 

 New seating and bag hooks installed 

 New furniture for the library and junior classrooms (some still on the way) 

 New ceilings and lighting in Rooms 9-12 

 Several Toilets have been refitted 

Much of this work which was carried out this year was instigated last year by previous principal Colin Brand, and I 

acknowledge his tireless efforts to secure funding to improve the school’s environment. 

 

Planning for 2021 

As we are more than half way through this year, we are gradually turning our attention to next year.  We will shortly 

finalise the numbers for our Kindergarten classes and send letters to parents to advise their children’s acceptance for 

2021. We will then begin to plan our class structure based on projected enrolment numbers, then follows the 

allocation of teaching and support staff to the required roles. 

 

School Surveys: We will also be sending out an on-line survey for parents to gauge your opinions and feedback about 

our school. This survey will include the standard survey questions required by the Dept of Education every two years, 

as well as some further questions on a few other topics such as specialist subjects and religious education. Please keep 

an eye out for this, and I encourage you to take the opportunity to have your say in how this school is going, and what 

you would like to see in the future. We will also be conducting a similar survey for staff and for students. 

 

School Development Day Change in October 

One of our major actions for this year is to begin implementation of a whole-school approach to Writing. Our forward 

scouts have attended a two-day seminar on Talk for Writing, a program which is taking the nation, if not the world, by 

storm – you may have heard of it already. To enable our whole staff to be trained in this program, we need to change 

our October school development day to Friday October 30th, instead of Monday October 12th, as this is when we can 

secure the presenters. Please note this change, which is yet to be confirmed and ratified by the School Board. 

 

P&C Meeting Next Tuesday August 18th 1.30pm 

Please note that the date for the P&C meeting next week has changed from Monday 17th to Tuesday 18th, at 1.30pm. 

It will be held in the Office Meeting Room. On the agenda will be some coming events such as the exciting Colour Fun 

Run and the Father’s Day Stall.  

 

 

Best wishes 

Tim Baker 

Principal                         

 

 

 

 

 



Deputy’s Desk - Student Services                       

 
There’s been some great momentum this term with the planning and programs in place to support our students with 

special educational needs. 

Here’s a snapshot of what’s happening in our school – 

 All teaching staff have completed training in a system called SEN Planning which helps us streamline our 
individualised planning for students. 

 Mrs Nicola Rose is working in a coaching and support role with teachers to help develop our SEN Plans for 
students. 

 Mrs Michelle O’Sullivan is working in a consultancy role to support the school in the planning and resourcing 
for our special needs students. 

 Mrs Mandy Stacey is a specialist teacher with the School for Special Educational Needs – Disability (SSEND) 
who works in the Goldfields region. She has been working closely with our school to support our staff and 
students. 

 We recently completed our school’s National Consistent Collection of Data on Disability (NCCD). This process 
helps us fine tune our understanding of special needs across the school and provides state and federal 
governments with the information they need to plan more broadly for the support of students with disability. 
Further information about the NCCD can be found on the NCCD Portal (https://www.nccd.edu.au). 

 

 
 

 

 

 

David McLaren 

Deputy Principal 

 
 
Deputy’s Desk – Curriculum 
 
Choir Videos 

Last term Mr Holland and Mr Jake worked together with our Choirs to produce videos of our Junior and Senior Choir 

performing one of their songs.  We are deeply appreciative of all the work involved in producing these two videos. 

We invite our parents to view the videos here: 

 Junior Choir - https://vimeo.com/438041052 

 Senior Choir - https://vimeo.com/439686038 

You will require a password to view the videos – the password is Mr Jake 

Science Week 

Next week is National Science Week and the theme is Deep Blue: Innovation for the Future of our Oceans.  This theme 

encourages students to think about solutions to some of the issues that our oceans face today.   

We will be participating in National Science Week, not only looking at the science of the ocean, but viewing it through 

a sustainability lens as well.  Students will be learning about sustainable practices that we can do to stop the pollution 

of the ocean, and the dangers this represents to the marine life and people who live and work on the ocean. One 

particular practice is the Take 3 for the Sea, where community members are encouraged to collect 3 pieces of rubbish 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nccd.edu.au%2F&data=02%7C01%7Clorna.davidson%40education.wa.edu.au%7C7b1e5e01aa944333828908d83f1e3649%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637328746286874877&sdata=GVwhTQOrqakF%2BqR3lzxc45A7b9xIHv8W%2FalxqsSSL5o%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nccd.edu.au%2F&data=02%7C01%7Clorna.davidson%40education.wa.edu.au%7C7b1e5e01aa944333828908d83f1e3649%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637328746286884881&sdata=ZKd9eCMtKM9MFyzZrmtha87lAipuI4LoH589ncM4%2Bzo%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2F438041052&data=02%7C01%7CJulie.Fetherston%40education.wa.edu.au%7Ce4a0f41facdf4bda040408d82bc12fb0%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637307456007085589&sdata=FOm9lRt7PZRW7YsUQpZDX2RdBmAbCkXSJhH9gOKrgJs%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2F439686038&data=02%7C01%7CJulie.Fetherston%40education.wa.edu.au%7Ca81cd6c7a4f0496bba6508d82bc0db30%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637307454591029208&sdata=9kZzgQ8EbOXftkxkrCLpeTQTJ%2Fx7QZGVt1Io3GI7LW8%3D&reserved=0


from the beach, waterway or anywhere, to make a difference.  More information, regarding this program, can be seen 

on their website https://www.take3.org/ . 

On Wednesday, 19th August, we would like to encourage families to join us in having a Litterless Lunch day.  The 

purpose of the day is to put a focus on the waste that we have in our lunchboxes every day, which is then sent to 

landfill, or unfortunately, can blow away and pollute our town/beaches.  By committing to one day, of packing a lunch 

for our students that does not include any plastic packaging, we can begin to recognise how we can reduce our waste 

and protect our oceans. 

On Thursday, students will be able to go on a Gallery Walk with their class to other classrooms and see the activities 

each room has been exploring as part of National Science Week. 

Esperance Wildflower Festival 

The 2020 Esperance Wildflower Festival will be from 22nd - 26th September this year. The theme this year is “Flowers 
and Feathers: Friends or Foes?” As in previous years, we have a number of students entering in the art competition. 
Mr Barter has invited interested students that would like to participate in this year’s competition to self- nominate 
themselves and their art work. So far, 52 students have contributed work to Mr Barter. 

Students have been involved in print making with foam as part of their lessons and many of these artworks will be 

submitted to the festival. The three examples below are from Ellie-Rose Weckert, Demi Hunter and Jorja Cooper.  We 

look forward to seeing our students work on display at the festival and the works of our other talented artists in our 

community. More details regarding the festival, and where you can view the artwork will be in a later newsletter and 

posted on Facebook closer to the date. 

 

                                        

Operoo (Care Monkey) 

This year for our Year 6 camp, and any remaining Year 6 excursions, we have been trialling the program Care Monkey 

for the collection of Health Care Profiles of students and excursion forms.  This approach will allow us to be more 

sustainable by being able to go paperless for our excursions. It can also be used to collect ICT permission forms and 

other forms that the school may need to collect. Care Monkey has recently changed its name to Operoo, so for our 

Year 6 parents, if you see an email from Operoo, please be reassured that it is still the same company, just a name 

change. This program is also used at other schools in the Esperance Community. 

Once we have completed the trial with the Year 6 parents, if the response is positive, then we may consider using it 

across the whole school. 

Kindy/Pre-Primary enrolments  

A reminder that 2021 Kindergarten enrolments and Pre-Primary enrolments are now due. Please contact the school 

office 9076 2800 if you require enrolment forms. Students currently attending kindergarten at Castletown PS in 2020 

do still need to complete an enrolment form for 2021.  

 

 

Ellie-Rose Weckert Jorja Cooper Demi Hunter 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.take3.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7Clorna.davidson%40education.wa.edu.au%7Ca631edc5af7a4f4b779508d83e598557%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637327901489931534&sdata=JIQ7Vr1F1zYYLEUvIDUSKtLOg11iJznvbzxzBnYGvr8%3D&reserved=0
outlook-data-detector://0/


ESHS enrolment forms 

A reminder to our Year 6 parents that you need to enrol your child at the high school they will be attending next year. 

Esperance Senior High School would like to remind parents that the enrolments are now due and need to be returned 

to the school office at Esperance Senior High School. If you require a new copy of the enrolment forms please contact 

ESHS on 9071 9555 or Esperance.SHS@education.wa.edu.au . 

 

Julie Fetherston 

Deputy Principal 

   

Week 3 Assemblies 
 

Last Friday, we held a junior and senior assembly.  Our junior assembly was led by the Year 2 students from Room 

1.  These children calmly and clearly introduced each aspect of the assembly.  They had only a short time to practise 

and performed extremely well.  Mr Baker tried to trick Mrs Fetherston and Mr McLaren by writing his own merit 

certificate and putting it in with the other students!  Just as well Mrs Baker recognised his hand writing. 

The senior assembly was then led by the Year 3 students in Room 8.  The students spoke well and performed a song 

about the 3x tables.  The students showed that learning times-tables can be fun and interactive.  We enjoyed learning 

alongside them and watching them show their posters. 

Our Year 6 raffle was drawn by Mr Baker, Mrs Cowcher and Mr McLaren.  Mr Baker did try tricking the senior assembly 

by sneaking some raffle tickets into the raffle but was spotted by Mr McLaren when his green raffle tickets won first 

and second prize!  Pity the rest of the tickets were white, Mr Baker! 

Once the trick was over, the real prize winners were drawn. 

Congratulations to: 

1st prize– Ainn Permito                   2nd prize – Madison Gordon                3rd prize – Elysia Miller 

 

 

mailto:Esperance.SHS@education.wa.edu.au


 

PBiS Virtue Raffle Winners 

These students were our PBiS Virtue Raffle Winners – congratulations! They were drawn from all the 

students who had earnt 10 behaviour points since the start of Term 3. What superstars! 

 

Lexi Weckert - Kindy Nicola Linden  - Year 2 Brody Oliver – Year 3  

Nate Walker - Kindy Abigail Pearson-Harper Year 2  Sadie Witt – Year 3 

Addison Robins – Year 1 Kai Coleman – Year 2 Nash Laird – Year 4  

Heidi Hurrell – Year 2  Alyrah Stokes – Year 3 Bronte Florisson – Year 6  

 
     Merit Award Winners 

      Congratulations to our Merit Award Winners at our assembly. 

 

Room Year Award Winners 

EC3 PP Nate Walker Lexi Weckert 

EC5 PP Marlee Mae Farnham - Offer Archer Altham 

EC6 PP Deacon Bower Michael Crehan 

Room 1 1/2  Oliver Pitchers Asha Vermey 

Room 2 1 Edward Hirt Jonathan Gould 

Room 3 1 Kayden Coleman Isabelle Stratton 

Room 4 2 William Yexley Kayden Browning 

Room 5 2 Stephanie Bennier Brody Goldsmith 

Room 6 2/3 Abigail Pearson- Harper Lakyn Mackean 

Room 7 3 Shelby Armstrong Eden Perry- Ellis 

Room 8 3 Elizabeth Hirt Braxton Gilbert 

Room 21 3 Maddelyn Sinagra Harlem Moore 

Room 13 4 Remy Schmidt Tayah Woort 

Room 14 4 Alyssia Bain Charlie Woolridge 

Room 9 5 Isla Powell Tahlia Maloney 

Room 10 5 Ellie-Rose Weckert Kael Willis 

Room 11 6 Maddison Melville Mia Calvert 

Room 12 6 Kayne Maguire Liesl Muir 

 

 



 

Indonesian Award: 

Awarded by Ibu Florissant to Room 14 for their work on identifying sports in Indonesian and which sports 

they like to play. 
 

 

 RIBIT Readers 

Congratulations to the following students who have read for 100 nights. 

Year/Room Student 

Yr 1/ Rm 1 Asha Vermey 

Yr 2/ Rm 1 Miley Lear 

Yr 1/ Rm 2 Flynn Sylva 

Yr 1/ Rm 3 Theo Nelson,  Devyn Perks,  Zavier Oliver 

Yr 2/ Rm 4 Luca Abram,  Kate Ashman,  Julian Butcher 

Yr 3/ Rm 7  Samuel Sullivan, Kyle Durrant, Cooper Oldfield, Nathan Forrester 

Yr 3/ Rm 8 Tiffany Humphrys, Chelsea Richardson, Macy McLaren 

Yr 5/ Rm 9 Emelia Ashman, Isla Powell, Oliver Rose 

Yr 6/ Rm 11 Eden Yetman 

Yr 6/ Rm 12 Destiny Fels 

 

ECE News 

 
 

Some new furniture has arrived in our Early Childhood area courtesy of the talented Mr 

Gallop. This table and benches were made from a cable reel.  Thank you Mr Gallop for making 

us this new addition to our area.  We are having lots of fun with it as you can see. 

 

 

 

 

 

Library Snapshot 
 

 

 

 

 

Mr Jake and students play chess in the Library every 

Wednesday lunchtime! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Uniform Shop 
The Uniform shop will now be open on Wednesday morning from 8.30am. 

All enquiries need to be directed to the uniform shop via their email Uniform.cps@outlook.com 

 

School Photos 

 
The school photo forms were sent home on Monday.   
 
The preferred payment for school photos is through the online payment following the directions on the form and using 
your unique shoot key.  If you lose your form and require your shoot key, please contact the school office and we can 
provide you with it. 
 
The draft schedule for photos is: 
 

Tuesday 25th August 
 

Wednesday 26th August 

8.15-9.00 Family Photos – Surname A-M 
EC3 
EC6 
EC5 
EC4A 
Room 1 
Room 2 
Room 3 
Room 11 
Room 12 
Student Councillors * 
Years 6 Graduation Photo *  
* Please wear Year 6 Graduation Shirt 

8.15-9.00 Family Photos – Surname A-M 
EC4B 
Room 4 
Room 5 
Room 6 
Room 7 
Room 8 
Room 9 
Room 10 
Room 13 
Room 14 
Room 21 
Faction Captains ** 
**Please wear your Faction Shirt 

 
If you would like to order a sibling family photo, the envelopes for these are available from the School Office.   
 
If you are new to the school this term, your form will be sent as soon as we have received your shoot-key from the 
photographers. 

 

Dates to Remember 

 

Friday 14th August Earbus visit 

Tuesday 18th August P&C Meeting 1.30pm in the school’s Meeting Room 

Wednesday 19th August Student Leadership Morning at Our Lady Star of the Sea 
Primary School 

Friday 21st August Staff Development Day – students do not attend on this 
day 

Friday 28th August  Junior Assembly - TBC 
Senior Assembly – Room 21/Room 6 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Uniform.cps@outlook.com


Community News 
For more community news click here 

 

        
 

 

 
  

 

https://www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/page/217

