
 

Newsletter 1, Term 1, 2020 

14th February, 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I have now been a member of the Castletown Primary School community for three weeks. As I said 

in last week’s newsflash, everyone here has been very friendly and welcoming, making it easy to 

settle in quickly. Of course, it helps when we are surrounded by such a lovely environment. At this 

stage I am here for one term as Acting Principal, until the selection process is completed for a new 

principal to commence long-term. 

I have been quite impressed with what I have found here at Castletown PS. I have read the review 

report from 2016 which outlined some recommendations for changes and improvements, and 

parents can be assured that a great deal of good work has been done over the ensuing years in 

response. Our student performance data such as NAPLAN and On-Entry test results, as well as other 

measures introduced by the school, indicate strong performance against like schools and expected 

results, and when compared with the 2016 data, there have been considerable improvements. A raft 

of Whole School Approaches has been developed and introduced, some of which are works in 

progress and others firmly in place. Much of this can be attributed to the ideas and changes 

introduced by the previous principal, Colin Brand, and this should be acknowledged. 

On our school development days, I led the staff through some workshop activities to identify what is 

working well, and what was identified as challenges and opportunities for further improvement. I 

sensed a strong level of commitment and buy-in to this school across the staff, which I would almost 

describe as a love of the school. We are now drawing up a draft plan for our priorities for this year, 

which will highlight the elements of the Business Plan that we will focus on as starting points for 

2020. This will include the strengthening of whole-school approaches, and the adjustment or 

redirection of those things we feel need to be. 

Alongside this, I want to include some input from parents. To enable this, I have discussed with the 

Board Chair and other members a proposed workshop for parents to be held on Wednesday 

February 26th. This will most likely be in the evening, so please keep an eye out for further details 

about time and location. In this session, we will explore what parents see as the unique 

characteristics of the school, what is working well, and how it could be even better. By comparing 

and marrying this with the staff results, we should be able to set some clear future directions for the 

school in the short and longer term. 

New Staff Members 

We welcome the following new staff and teachers to our school. 

Mr David McLaren, Deputy Principal, from Safety Bay Primary School 

Mrs Kylee Gould, Pre-Primary teacher, from Hopetoun PS 

Mrs Dale Rooney, Year 6 teacher, from Scaddan PS 

Mr Max Thornton, Year 4 teacher (graduate) 

Mrs Kate Palmer, Pre-Primary teacher 

Mrs Taryn Linden, Library and Support teacher 

Mrs Lorna Davidson, School Officer 

 



Class Meetings 

As advised in the Newsflash last week, our class teachers will hold their 30 minute class meetings 

next week, in which they will outline their class policies, organisation and routines. The times for 

these are: 

 Tues Feb 18 Wed Feb 19 

6.00 – 6.30pm Kindergarten Pre-Primary 

6.30 – 7.00pm Year 1 Year 2 

7.00 – 7.30pm Year 3 Year 4 

7.30 – 8.00pm Year 5 Year 6 
 

Class Meetings will be held in the classroom and the preference is for students to not attend.  We 

thank you for your support with this to enable a focused timely meeting to occur.  Class Policies will 

be sent home to parents on Monday, 17th February. 

Before School Supervision 

We have been trialling some changes to the morning routine. Students who arrive early on buses are 

being supervised at the covered assembly area from 8.15am to 8.35am, after which they go to class. 

This is intended for those students who must arrive early, prior to 8.30am. We do ask that other 

children don’t arrive before that time. The aim is to give bus kids an opportunity to get some 

exercise, and it appears others are joining in. 

School Board News 

The School Board will meet next week. There are six positions for parent representatives on our 

board, and four of these are up for election as the three year term has expired. If you are interested, 

please watch for more information in the next newsletter about how to nominate. You can obtain 

more information from me, or our Board Chair, Tania Wright.   

Grounds and Facilities Upgrades 

Another thing I have learnt about Castletown is that there are a lot of maintenance, repair and 

upgrade works happening. Over the holidays, several rooms were refurbished, and various works 

were undertaken around the grounds. We are excited to see that essential extensive works to the 

central quadrangle area to improve drainage and replace the roof outside Rooms 1 to 8 have been 

planned and will go out soon to tender, with this being completed in and around the April school 

holidays. 

Behaviour Management – Reflection Sheet 

Our new Deputy Principal Mr McLaren and I have been discussing our school’s behaviour 

management processes. We are both familiar with and have used a one-page form we call a 

“Reflection Sheet”. This document enables us to work with a student who has been referred to the 

administration because they have committed a Big Rock behaviour to reflect on what happened and 

help them plan for future correction. It is not a new strategy, rather a means of following through 

the current process.  

 

The Reflection Sheet is completed with the child, who then takes it home to show their parent/carer. 

We ask the parent/carer to discuss the incident with the child, then sign it and have the child return 

it to us at school. 



The aim of the Reflection Sheet is to: 

 Assist the child to reflect on the incident or action and take ownership of responsibility  

 Provide us with a framework and steps to follow in doing so 

 Ensure the parent/carer is informed (usually we will call the parent as well) 

 Enable the parent/carer to share in the reflection process with the child 

 Ensure the action or incident is recorded correctly in the school’s system 

Most of you will never see one of these. Should your child bring one home and you would like more 

information or to discuss, feel free to contact us. 

 

Kind regards 
 
Tim Baker 
Principal 
 

Deputy’s Desk – Student Services 

Hello everyone 

My name is David McLaren and I have joined the Castletown PS team as the Student Services Deputy 

Principal. 

I’d like to thank all of the Castletown PS community for being so warm and welcoming, not only to 

me but my whole family! We are loving Esperance and I feel very lucky to be raising my family here. 

If you spot the new bloke out and about in the school yard then feel free to say g’day and introduce 

yourself.  

Kind regards 
 
David McLaren 
Deputy Principal 
 

Deputy’s Desk – Curriculum 

Welcome back to Term 1, 2020.  We are looking forward to an exciting year of learning for all of our 
students. 

iMaths Books 

We are eagerly awaiting the arrival of our new iMaths textbooks from our Booklist Supplier.  For 
those who have not purchased a book at this stage, we have ordered in enough copies for each 
student in each year level.  An invoice will be sent home for those students and once paid, students 
will be able to use their book.  Payment options are available if you have multiple copies to purchase 
or having difficulty in paying.  

Teachers already have online access to the program, which provides additional differentiation 
activities for students who may require extra support or extension.  This investigation based 
program will form one part of our whole school approach to maths. 

 

 



On-Entry Assessment 

Next week, our Pre-Primary classes will begin their mandated On-Entry Assessment which assesses 
Literacy and Numeracy skills.  Each Pre-Primary Teacher will be released over a number of mornings 
to work one-on-one with each student for this assessment.  Results from this assessment will be 
used by our teachers as part of their planning process for the year.  If any parent would like more 
information regarding the On-Entry Assessment, please feel free to contact me at school – 9076 
2800 or via email – Julie.fetherston@education.wa.edu.au  

Kind regards 

Julie Fetherston 
Deputy Principal 
 

Bus Safety 

Just a reminder to all parents to please use the crosswalk after school when picking up students.  
Our bus drivers and bus warden have expressed concern about parents walking in between the 
buses to collect their students. 

 

Athletics Carnival  

Our Athletics Carnival will be held in Week 7 for students in Years 1-6.  
On Tuesday, 17th March, selected students will take part in jumps and 
throws and all students will be able to participate in the 1000m cross 
country.  Wednesday, 18th March will be our whole day carnival.   As part 
of our whole School Sport program, students are busy practising and 
preparing for each event.   Mr Pansini would welcome parent help from 
any available parents on Fridays for 1-2 pm (Years 1-3) or 2-3pm (Years 
4-6) in this lead up to the carnival.  Parent help on the carnival days -  
Tuesday, 17th March and/or Wednesday 18th March - will also be needed 
to ensure a smooth running of our carnival days.  Contact the school 
office or Mr Pansini if you are available to assist. 

Assemblies 

This year our staff have elected to hold whole school assemblies every 3 weeks of the term, followed 
by a Celebration Assembly on the last day of each term. 

Assemblies will be hosted by 1-2 classes and parents will be invited back for a celebration morning 
tea afterwards. 

Our first Assembly is being led by Year 2, Room 5 and Year 3, Room 7 students next Friday, 21st 
February.  All parents are welcome to attend. 

Dates to Remember 

17th Feb to 28th Feb On-Entry Assessment – Pre-Primaries 

21st Feb – 8.50am Room 5 and Room 7 Assembly 

2nd March Labour Day Public Holiday 

13th March Room 11 Assembly 

 

Click here to view the Community 

News 

mailto:Julie.fetherston@education.wa.edu.au
https://www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/page/217/Community-Events


 


