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NEWSLETTER 1, TERM 3

Castletown NEWS
A passionate learning community that inspires, challenges, and supports
all students to succeed, and empowers them to be resilient and respectful
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F R O M  T H E  P R I N C I P A L
Dear parent and carers,

It has been a busy term so far at Castletown PS, with students
enjoying a range of learning opportunities both in and beyond
the classroom.

Our Year 6 students recently participated in Have a Go Day,
an event that gives students the opportunity to try a variety of
sports and activities that they may not normally experience.
Students selected two sports to participate in during the day
and thoroughly enjoyed challenging themselves, learning new
skills, and connecting with students from other schools. Thank
you to the organisers and volunteers who made the event
possible.

We were also delighted to welcome Australian Baroque, who
spent time working with our Year 4-6 students alongside
students from Nulsen Primary School. The workshops are part
of preparations for the upcoming exciting performances at the
Esperance Civic Centre on Friday 11 September and Saturday
12 September. It has been wonderful to see students
developing both their musical skills and confidence as
performers. Thank you to all families who have returned their
participation forms.

A reminder that School Photos will take place next week on
Wednesday 26 August and Thursday 27 August. We look
forward to capturing another year of memories and ask
families to ensure students are in full school uniform on their
allocated day.

21ST AUGUST 2026

We are also excited to see Rooms 4 and 5 lead our school
assembly on Friday 28 August. Assemblies provide a valuable
opportunity for students to share their learning and celebrate
achievements with our school community, and families are
warmly invited to attend.

Finally, a reminder that Monday 24 August is a School
Development Day, and students will not attend school on this
day. Staff from schools across the Esperance region will gather
at Esperance Senior High School for a day of professional
learning and collaboration. These opportunities allow
educators to share effective practices, learn from one another,
and continue improving outcomes for students across our
region.

As always, thank you for your ongoing support of our school.
We look forward to another busy and rewarding few weeks
ahead.

Kind regards

David Vooght-Simpson
Principal
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Our New Faction ShirtsOur New Faction Shirts  
Have Arrived!Have Arrived!

Our New Faction Shirts 
Have Arrived!
We are thrilled to announce that our new faction shirts
have finally arrived!

What a journey it has been. From the very first logo
designs, created in collaboration with our Aboriginal
students, staff, and School Board, to the final
production stage, this project has been a true
community effort.

While the production process presented some
challenges and delays along the way, we appreciate
everyone's understanding and patience, especially
those families who pre-ordered their shirts. Thank you
for your support throughout the process.

Pre-orders will be filled first, and then our wonderful
P&C Uniform Manager, Kylie Krul, will be busy adding
the shirts to the QuickCliq program so that they can 
be purchased online.

We can't wait to see our students proudly 
wearing their new faction shirts!

D E P U T Y ’ S  D E S K  Celebrating Our Leadership Team
During Week 3, we proudly celebrated the outstanding
leadership team at Castletown Primary School: Principal
David Vooght-Simpson and Deputy Principals Julie
Fetherston, David McLaren and Susie Watt.

Their dedication, care and commitment help create the
positive, inclusive and supportive school community we are
proud to be part of. Every day, they lead with passion and
purpose, supporting students, staff and families while
guiding our school’s vision and success.

As a special gesture of appreciation, staff and students
shared heartfelt messages of thanks on classroom doors
throughout the school, recognising the positive impact our
leaders have on our daily lives.

Thank you, David, Julie, Dave and Susie, for your hard work,
leadership and unwavering support. Castletown Primary
School is a wonderful place to learn and grow because of all
that you do.

Happy 
Principal’s Day!

URSTRONG is a key part of social and emotional learning at
Castletown PS and focuses on empowering kids with
friendship skills! Through the program, we teach proven,
skills-based strategies that teach kid-friendly concepts, skills
and language to help students build and maintain healthy
friendships. 

As a URSTRONG School, our parents get access to a
free lifetime membership! 

Click here to view an overview of URSTRONG.
Activate your FREE Parent Membership and explore all
the resources available to your family.
Explore the hundreds of resources available to you!

Supporting your child’s friendships – how much
should you get involved?

Think of Yourself as a “Friendship Coach”: The Founder
of URSTRONG was interviewed by the Sydney Morning
Herald who asked her, “Should parents get involved in
their kids’ friendships?” Click the link above for some Dos
& Don’ts to coach your child from the sidelines.

David McLaren
Deputy Principal

https://urstrong.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/URSTRONG_for-schools.pdf
https://urstrong.com/parents/
https://urstrong.com/think-of-yourself-as-a-friendship-coach/
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YR 6 -  HAVE A GO DAY
On Friday the 31st July our Yr 6's attended the annual Have a Go Day
Carnival with all the other Yr 6's in the region. 
Each student chose two sports to try and every sport was run by a
professional coach. All students had a blast as they tried sports such as
yoga, badminton, taekwondo, netball, AFL, cricket, hockey, soccer, golf and
rugby. 
The carnival also provided a great opportunity for students to meet peers
from other schools and begin building new friendships and connections
ahead of their transition to high school next year.
The day was a huge success, with many students leaving inspired to
explore new sporting opportunities in the future.

The long jump pits have an
alternative purpose when

there's no athletics! 



INSPIRE • EDUCATE • SUCCEED PAGE • 4

EC4 - Wynter Bourne
Room 4 - Eli Turrell

Room 7 - Halle Lowdon
Room 14 - Chayse Thornton, Skyla Brenssell, 

Arden Lister, Harlen Tucker

80 Nights of Reading
EC4 - Lyra Carmody, Edward Scott, Morris Holthouse

EC6 - Leo Walker, Kathryn Hill, Annelise Hill, Spencer Wegmann
Room 4 - Bella Martins

Room 7 - Eddie Nelson, Noah Rose

RIBIT
Reading in bed is terrific!

R.I.B.I.T
Readers

Congratulations
to our 

50 Nights of Reading

100 Nights of Reading
EC4 - Devon Funneman, Lukas Sweetman

EC6 - Lilly Stokes, Jude Agenbag
Rm 1 - Mylah Ball, Huey Smail, Mila Hawke

Room 2 - Charlotte Eves, Ella Willsher, Miles Dummermuth
Room 4 - Hazel Sutton, Eliza Parkin, Amara Funneman, 

Ellie Wegmann
Room 7 - Maddie Walker, Maisie Hammond, 

 Zaden Mellowship, Maisie Triplett, Hayley Hasiri
Room 10 - Ada Donnelly

Room 11 - Lexi Weckert, Lotte Browning
Room 14 - Jack Vermey

Room 21 - Hannah Capelli

120 Nights of Reading
Room 4 -Kailee Sherriff
Room 14 - Rory Stephen

150 Nights of Reading
Room 4 - Ezra Pratt, Verety Carmody, Reid Agenbag

Room 14 - Zahlee Rozynski 

YEAR 4/5 STUDENTS ENJOY ESHS PERFORMANCE
Our Year 4/5 students had a wonderful opportunity to attend a special preview performance of Washed Up, presented by the
talented students of Esperance Senior High School.
The production was full of energy, creativity and talent, keeping our students entertained from start to finish.
A highlight of the performance was seeing former Castletown students take to the stage with confidence and enthusiasm. Thank
you to the students and staff at ESHS for the invitation and for sharing this wonderful theatrical experience with us.
Congratulations to everyone involved on a fantastic production!

During Week 3, students in Rooms 4 and 5 enjoyed an amazing
incursion all about the ear and hearing. We were very lucky to
welcome Amber Macdonald-Razvi from SSEN Sensory, who shared
her knowledge and helped us learn more about something we use
every day but often take for granted.
Students discovered the three best ways to communicate with
someone who has a hearing impairment and learnt how important
it is to speak clearly, face the person, and gain their attention
before talking.
One of the highlights of the session was acting out the different
parts of the ear. Students became the outer ear, eardrum, tiny ear
bones, and auditory nerve, showing what happens when someone
says “hello” and how the message travels all the way to the brain.
The incursion was hands-on, engaging, and full of fascinating
information. Everyone left with a greater understanding of how our
ears work and how we can support people with hearing
impairments.

Fun Fact: Did you know that the smallest bones in the human body
are found in your ear? These tiny bones help carry sound vibrations
to the inner ear so your brain can understand what you hear!
A big thank you to Amber Macdonald-Razvi (SSEN Sensory) for
visiting our school. We greatly appreciated your time and expertise,
and we were all very interested in learning about the amazing ear
and how it helps us connect with the world around us.

Bonus Fun Fact:
Your ears never stop listening, even when you're asleep! 😴👂
While you're sleeping, your brain still listens for important sounds,
like your name being called, an alarm clock, or a parent calling you.

ROOMS 4 AND 5 LEARN
ALL ABOUT HEARING!
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Merit Certificate
Winners

Aussies of the MonthAussies of the MonthAussies of the Month
Darcy for showing
oustanding kindness 
and friendship during
an excursion. 
By ensuring another
student was included in
activities and showing
support. You made a
positive difference to
that student’s day.

Aio for your positive
influence, care and
support of younger
students. You are making
a meaningful difference
to our school community
through your Wellbeing
Leader role.

Congratulations to Darcy and Aio,
our well-deserved Aussies. 

ASSEMBLY HIGHLIGHTS Golden Jacket & 
Golden Broom Winners

Room 12

Our Year 4 students delighted the audience with their performance of
The Great Underwater Swim Spectacular. Filled with synchronised
swimmers, colourful sea creatures, lifeguards and narrators, the
performance brought an exciting underwater world to life while
celebrating their preparations for next term’s school swimming
carnival.
Rooms 13 and 14 should be incredibly proud of their entertaining and
enthusiastic performance. The students’ confidence, creativity and
teamwork were on full display, making it a memorable item for everyone
who watched.
A special thank you to The Bijou Theatre for generously providing
costumes, and to our wonderful families for supporting students with
their costumes and speaking roles.
Congratulations to all involved on a fantastic performance! 

EC7

Year 4 Students Make a Splash!



What an exciting time we have been having in EC4 as we explore the fascinating world of Australian
animals. We have immersed ourselves in the much-loved story Possum Magic, following Hush and
Grandma Poss on their magical adventure. Along the way, we have discovered what it might be like
to be invisible and explored the delicious Australian foods that could help Hush become visible
again! We have brought our learning to life through some wonderful hands-on experiences, making
and enjoying our very own Vegemite sandwiches and tasting delicious lamingtons. Our classroom
has certainly been filled with some very interesting sights, smells and flavours!
Our Talk4Writing journey has taken us into the wild world of Crocodilles. We have unleashed our
creativity by designing our very own imaginative crocodilles, each one unique and full of character. 
We are eagerly looking forward to reading and exploring the rich text Wombat Stew 
and, of course, creating our very own versions of this famous Australian dish!
It has been a magical and delicious learning adventure so far, and we can’t wait to see 
where our Australian animal journey takes us next!
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ADVENTURES 
DOWN UNDER IN EC4!

In Writing, narratives have been our guide, as we explored
character flaws with pride.

Then the Evil Pea came bursting through our door, creating
trouble like never before!

He trapped our vegetables, one by one, and thought his
naughty work was done.

But Timid Tato may yet surprise, with courage growing before
our eyes.

Could Super Tato save the day? We'll have to wait and see what
comes our way!

In Maths, multiplication has been our focus too, with lots of
hands-on learning to do.

We made equal groups and counted with care, finding repeated
addition everywhere.

Then multiplication sums helped us see, how numbers work
together brilliantly!

Our City Arrays were quite a sight, lined up in rows, neat and
bright.

Skip counting by 2s, 5s, and 10s each day, helped our maths
skills grow along the way.

From stories to numbers, we've come so far, Room 2 students
are shining stars!

ROOM 2

We've been learning every day, 
in many fun and exciting ways!
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Castletown
Newsbreak

Brought to you by our student councillors

Catch the latest episode on our facebook page

Students in Rooms 4, 5, 6 and 7
recently took part in an exciting Talk
for Writing activity designed to help
them understand the concept of
suspense.

Mysterious boxes appeared in the
classrooms, and students were
challenged to feel the objects inside
without looking. As they carefully
reached in, there were plenty of
surprised reactions, nervous giggles
and even a few shocked faces! Some
students were completely freaked
.......             

TALK FOR WRITING: CREATING SUSPENSE!
out by the mystery items hiding
inside the boxes.
This hands-on experience helped
students explore how authors create
suspense by keeping readers
guessing and building a sense of
anticipation. It was a fun and
memorable way to bring our writing
learning to life while encouraging
students to think about how they can
use suspense in their own stories.
We can't wait to see the suspense-
filled writing that comes from this
experience!

What an amazing addition to our school grounds! This bench
seat around the pine tree at the front of the school was
designed and built by Neil Weckert and the Men in Sheds
team. Our bus students will enjoy having a comfortable place
to sit while waiting for their buses. Thank you to Neil and the
team for their outstanding work.

Bus seat makes welcome addition

https://www.facebook.com/castletownprimaryschoolesperance/?ref=embed_page
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Room 10 has recently begun reading the novel
Wonder by R.J. Palacio. As we explore the opening
chapters, students have been unpacking the text and
developing a strong connection with the main character,
August (Auggie) Pullman. Auggie is a ten-year-old boy with a
facial difference who is attending school for the first time after
being homeschooled. Through discussions and reflective
activities, students have been considering Auggie's thoughts,
feelings and experiences as he navigates the challenges of
starting at a new school. We have already been impressed by
the empathy and insight shown by our class as they make
personal connections to the story and explore important
themes such as kindness, acceptance and friendship. We look
forward to continuing Auggie's journey and discovering the
valuable lessons the novel has to offer.

Our Talk for Writing text this term is Eureka!, an
exciting narrative set during the Australian gold
rush. The story follows a digger who finds himself in trouble
when troopers arrive demanding to see his mining licence,
creating tension and suspense as the events unfold. As we
explore the text, students are identifying the key features of
effective narrative writing and building their own writer's
toolkit. We have been focusing on using carefully chosen
vocabulary to create a specific mood and effect, helping
readers feel the emotions and atmosphere of a scene. It has
been wonderful to see students experimenting with powerful
word choices and descriptive language in their own writing.
Some fabulous short burst writing is emerging, showcasing
creativity, imagination and an increasing confidence in
crafting engaging narratives

In Mathematics, Room 10 has been focusing on
fractions and developing a deeper understanding of
how fractions work. Students have been learning to
identify and find equivalent fractions, compare and order
fractions, and confidently add and subtract fractions with the
same denominator. We have also been exploring improper
fractions and practising how to simplify them into mixed
numbers. Through hands-on activities, problem-solving tasks
and mathematical discussions, students are building their
confidence and fluency with fraction concepts. It has been
fantastic to see students applying their knowledge to explain
their thinking and tackle increasingly challenging fraction
problems with persistence and enthusiasm.

ROOM 10
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BOOK WEEK 
DRESS UP PARADEBUZZBUZZBUZZ

As Book Week approaches, excitement is building for this year's theme,
Symphony of Stories! Students are invited to dress up as their favourite
book character and join us for our annual Book Week Dress Up Parade:
When: Friday 28 August 2026
Time:    9.00am
Where: Old Undercover Area
Everyone is welcome to come along and enjoy the parade.
Remember, costumes do not need to be elaborate or expensive. 
A simple, creative idea can be just as effective. Most importantly, 
Book Week is about celebrating books, reading and the joy of stories. 
We can't wait to see the wonderful characters 
our students bring to life!

AUSTRALIAN BAROQUE AND NULSEN PS VISIT
Students filled the undercover area with
wonderful music when Australian
Baroque visited Castletown Primary
School alongside students from Nulsen
Primary School for a special Massed
Choir Festival rehearsal.

Led by Pia Harris from Australian
Baroque, students practised their songs
and actions in preparation for the
festival performance on 11 September.
Pia challenged students to sing without
relying on the lyrics and reminded
everyone that choir singing is a team
effort, with every voice contributing to
the final performance.

This rehearsal was particularly special
as it was the first time students from the
two schools had practised together.
Students worked hard on the five songs
they will perform at the festival:

Believer – Imagine Dragons
I'm Still Standing – Elton John
Revolting Children – from Matilda
Let Me Entertain You – Robbie
Williams
Can't Stop the Feeling! – Justin
Timberlake

The enthusiasm, teamwork, and
beautiful singing on display have
everyone looking forward to an exciting
Massed Choir Festival performance in
September.
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CELEBRATING AND EXPLORING
ABORIGINAL ART
Students across Years P - 6 viewed and discussed artworks by significant
aboriginal artists as inspiration for their own compositions. These included
brightly coloured artwork by Jimmy Pike, ochre coloured, map like compositions
by Rover Thomas and monochrome clan designs by Malaluba Gumana.

ART ROOM
news



Our upper school scientists have put on their wet weather gear
and braved the cold to learn all about the habitats in our lakes &
ocean.
Most recently our talented students took to the stage with the
2026 school production Washed Up, written and directed by
talented teacher Lyndel Taylor, performed at the Esperance Civic
Centre. 
We welcomed award winning author AJ Betts, who worked with
students across Year 7-8 Enrichment and Year 11- 12 ATAR
English. 

We had a terrific end to Term 2 and start to Term 3 at Esperance Senior High School, our
students have been embracing opportunities to learn, create and connect both inside and
outside the classroom. 
Community and Opportunity During NAIDOC Week, our Clontarf, Stars and Follow

the Dream students worked alongside students from
Nulsen Primary School at the community NAIDOC
event. To wrap up the eleven week term our sporting
teams braved the wet weather in Perth to compete
with other country schools.
Beyond the classroom, students are continuing to
explore future-focused learning, career pathways
and real-world experiences.

Term 3 2026

Learn More
About Us! 

Future Focused Learning

2027 Year 7 Enrolments
are due!

 

Enrol now to help us plan for
2027 and for your child to be
eligible to attend out 2 day
transition in term 4!

Hand completed enrolments
to the Castletown Primary
front office or complete
online at:

Esperance Senior
High School

esperanceshs.wa.edu.au/
enrol/
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NOW
EVERY
DAY

Everyone is welcome!

ClubClubClub

Monday 24  August 2026th School Development Day - Students do not attend

Wednesday 26  August 2026th
School Photos 
Family Photos A-M
Kindy & Rooms 1-7, 12, 21

Thursday 27  August 2026th

School Photos
Family Photos N-Z
Rooms 9, 10, 11, 13 & 14
Leaders

Tuesday 25  - Friday 28  August 2026th th Book Week

Friday 28  August 2026th Book Week Dress Up Parade

Friday 28  August 2026th Assembly

Friday 28th & Monday 31   August 2026st Father’s Day Stall

Thursday 10  September 2026th Colour Fun Run

Friday 11   - Saturday 12  September 2026th th Australian Baroque Concert

Monday 14  - Friday 18  September 2026th th Year 6 Camp

Friday 18  September 2026th Assembly @ 2pm

Monday 21  - Friday 25  September 2026st th Teach, Learn, Grow

Friday 25  September 2026th Winter/Spring Carnival

Friday 25  September 2026th Last Day Term 3

From 8.10am 
in Room 19

Dates to Remember

Please use crosswalks for 
school drop off/pickups. 

Do not walk through or park
in the bus zones when buses

and wardens are in place.

A reminder to 
parents and

families

Thank you for your help!
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PLEASE CLICK HERE TO VIEW MORE
COMMUNITY EVENTS PAGE ON OUR WEBSITECommunity NewsCommunity News  Community News 

https://www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/page/217/Community-Events
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https://www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/page/217/Community-Events
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