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NEWSLETTER 2, TERM 2

Castletown NEWS
A passionate learning community that inspires, challenges, and supports
all students to succeed, and empowers them to be resilient and respectful

F R O M  T H E  P R I N C I P A L
Dear parents and carers
As we draw close to the end of Semester One, after a very busy
eleven-week Term 2, it is lovely to pause and reflect on the first half
of 2026. Our students have been actively engaged in their learning,
training hard and achieving success in sporting endeavours, and
participating in excursions throughout our community. Every time
our students leave the school grounds, there is always a hope that
things will go smoothly and everyone will return safely. Time and
again, our students make us proud through the way they represent
our school, demonstrating respect, responsibility and pride in all that
they do.
Recently, our Year 4 students participated in the Community
Reconciliation Walk, while our Year 6 students visited ESHS as part
of their transition to high school. Rooms 6–7, 13 and 14 attended a
performance of Stellarphant at the Civic Centre, the whole school
participated in the Combined Schools NAIDOC event, and Rooms 1–
5 enjoyed a HASS excursion around town, visiting the Museum,
Police Station, Bijou Theatre, Grace Darling Park and Aunty Joan's
Dolly Mix.
The planning and organisation required to ensure these experiences
are safe, enjoyable and educational is significant. I would like to
thank all the teachers and education assistants involved for their
efforts in providing our students with a rich and varied curriculum
and opportunities to experience learning beyond the classroom.
Yesterday, we celebrated our 60th Anniversary Assembly and the
opening of our Sustainability Garden and Kitchen Container. It was a
wonderful opportunity to reflect on the growth of our school over the
past 60 years and celebrate new opportunities for our students. We
were delighted to welcome former staff members Pauline Grewar,
Rose Palmer (representing her husband, Ian Palmer) and Barb
Tyrrell to acknowledge their outstanding contributions to our school
community.
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As part of the celebration, each class planted a tree to help replace
those removed over the summer holidays. Thank you to the Mt
Burdett Foundation and Healthway for the grants supporting our
Kitchen Container and Sustainability Garden projects, and to the
Rotary Club of Esperance Bay for their generous donation towards
our new trees. Your support has made a significant difference to our
school. I would also like to acknowledge Paul Pratt, Karrina Howard,
Fiona Ryan, Cheyanne Perks, Susie Watt and our amazing
Sustainability team for their dedication in creating our kitchen
garden that will be a valuable learning space for years to come.
Semester Reports will be available today, and parents will have the
opportunity to meet with teachers on 20 July during our second
Parent Interview Day. As with a School Development Day, students
will not attend on this day. Parents are encouraged to book a time
through the School Interviews platform, with details having been sent
home earlier this week.
I wish all families a safe and relaxing holiday break and look forward
to welcoming everyone back next term. We are also excited for the
return of Mr Vooght-Simpson.
Kind regards
Julie Fetherston
Acting Principal

Est. 1966



INSPIRE • EDUCATE • SUCCEED PAGE • 2

D E P U T Y ’ S  D E S K  
One of the absolute highlights of my role is spending time in
our Early Years classrooms. There is something very special
about this part of our school, and I feel incredibly lucky to
work alongside such dedicated staff and witness the amazing
start our youngest students are given at Castletown.
Every time I step into these classrooms, I am reminded of just
how important these early years are. You’ll see children deeply
engaged in play, exploring, asking questions, creating, and
building their understanding of the world around them. It
might look like play (and it absolutely is!), but behind it is
purposeful teaching that supports early literacy, numeracy,
social skills, and independence.
What stands out to me most is the joy. There is a real sense of
excitement and curiosity in these spaces, and it’s matched by
the care and expertise of our teachers and education
assistants. They create environments where every child feels
safe, supported, and confident to have a go. That sense of
belonging is so important, and it’s something I see every day.
I’ve already noticed so much growth in our students; their
confidence is building, they are taking risks in their learning,
and they are so proud of what they can do. These small
moments are actually very big steps, and they set the
foundation for everything that comes next.
The photos included provide a snapshot of the rich learning
experiences taking place in our Early Years classrooms and
highlight the pride we feel in our students.
Thank you to our incredible Early Years team for the passion,
care, and energy you bring each day, and to our families for
being such important partners in your child’s learning journey.

Susie Watt
Deputy Principal
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Room 4 - Eliza Parkin, Georgia Gordon, Madden Parsons,
Cooper Thornton, Ellie Wegmann

Room 7 - Noah Rose, Maisie Triplett, Marshall Drake-Brockman

80 Nights of Reading
EC4 - Devon Funneman, Lukas Sweetman

Room 4 - Verety Carmody, Amara Funneman, Eliza Parkin, 
Kailee Sherriff, Hazel Sutton, Ellie Wegmann

Room 7 - Maddie Walker, Maisie Hammond, Zaden Mellowship

RECONCILIATION WEEK & WALK
Students contributed to a vibrant
ALL IN art display hanging from the
trees in the quad, with each piece
reflecting our shared commitment
to respect, understanding and
connection.
Throughout the week, students took
part in a range of lunchtime and
recess activities focused on
celebrating culture and
strengthening our school
community.

RIBIT
Reading in bed is terrific!

R.I.B.I.T
Readers

Congratulations
to our 

50 Nights of Reading

100 Nights of Reading
Room 4 - Amara Funnemann, Kailee Sherriff, Verety Carmody

Room 5 - Henry Adams, Maci Ball, Ysobel Carmody
Room 7 - Ava Willsher, Marley Kaye, Leshay van Niekerk

Room 9 - Jackson Wright
Room 14 - Zahlee Rozynski, Rory Stephen

Room 21 - Logan Krul

120 Nights of Reading
Room 14 - Samara Krishnan-Barini,

Rory Stephen

150 Nights of Reading
Room 13 - Charley Scott

Year 4 students proudly represented our school as they
joined the Walk for Reconciliation alongside other local
schools and community members, demonstrating that
we are ALL IN for reconciliation.
It was a meaningful opportunity for our students to
stand together in respect, unity and shared
commitment to a more inclusive future.

It was a meaningful week of 
learning, reflection and connection at
Castletown Primary.
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R O O M  1 1  F R O N T  O F F I C E  D I S P L A Y

YEAR 6 EXPLORE ESHS
Year 6 students recently experienced an exciting introduction to high school
life.
Their visit began with an engaging information session, setting the scene for
the day ahead, before they explored the campus on a guided tour. A highlight
was being led by former CPS students, now in Year 7, who confidently shared
their experiences, offered helpful advice and happily answered questions
along the way. It was fantastic to see their leadership and hear their insights.
We look forward to continuing our transition program throughout the year,
supporting our Year 6 students to feel confident, prepared and excited as
they move toward this important next step.

On May 29  the Year 3 and 4 students went on an excursion to the Civic
Centre to see the 'Stellarphant' performance. Based on a popular
children’s book, the show reminded the children to never give up on
their dreams - even if it is as difficult as being the first elephant in space! 

th

STELLARPHANT EXCURSION

The kids thoroughly enjoyed their
morning out and were fascinated by the
quick costume changes and the funny
characters they met along the way.
Everyone was in agreeance that their
favourite part was when the rocket ship
took off, causing fog to cover the stage! 
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Merit Certificate
Winners

Aussie of the MonthAussie of the MonthAussie of the Month

Akyra consistently shows
what it means to be a caring
and friendly member of our
school community. We
witnessed her going above
and beyond to support an
upset friend, offering
comfort through kind
words and reassurance, and
clearly taking the initiative
to suggest practical,
thoughtful strategies to
help her friend cope and
feel more positive.
Akyra’s kindness, empathy,
and proactive support
make her a wonderful role
model.

Congratulations to Akyra, our 
well-deserved Aussie of the Month. 

ASSEMBLY HIGHLIGHTS
EC4, EC6 and EC7 hosted yesterday’s assembly, sharing the
Scribble Spot message, “I’m a rainbow of colours all in one
dot,” while exploring ways to recognise and manage emotions at
school. Our Pre-Primary students did an outstanding job
presenting with confidence, and we are incredibly proud of
their efforts!
Congratulations of all our award winners!

 Golden Jacket Award – EC6
 Golden Broom Award – Room 2
 Most Improved Attendance – Room 4
 Best Attendance – Room 6
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Merit Certificate
Winners

Aussie ofAussie of
the Monththe Month
Aussie of
the Month

Our Head Cleaner Mrs
Louise Hulm, whose
positivity and hard work
are always appreciated.

Congratulations to
Mrs Hulm, our 
well-deserved
Aussie of the
Month. 

ASSEMBLY HIGHLIGHTS
Rooms 1 & 2 delighted everyone with their assembly
performance! Their lively song celebrating Castletown PS’s 60th
Anniversary has certainly built excitement for the special
celebrations ahead, and they did a fantastic job leading the
assembly with energy and enthusiasm.
Congratulations of all our award winners!

 Golden Jacket Award – Room 6
 Golden Broom Award – Room 14
 Most Improved Attendance AND Best Attendance – Room 2
Quietest class for Assembly — Room 4
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687
695
586
579

W E L C O M E  B A C K  K O L T Y N
It was wonderful to welcome former Castletown PS student Koltyn Tholstrup back to our
school to speak with our senior students.
From his days as a Castletown Faction Captain and Student Councillor to now playing AFL
for the Melbourne Demons, Koltyn’s journey is a powerful reminder of what can be
achieved through hard work, determination and self-belief. His story was truly inspiring
for our students and showed them that big dreams are possible, even growing up in a
small community like Esperance.
Koltyn, we are incredibly proud of you and can’t wait to follow your AFL journey. We hope
your visit has inspired many future Castletown students to chase their own dreams!

Micah taking on an AFL player!

Morgan #1 Fan

Footy jumper design
winners
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Students attended the combined schools and community NAIDOC Day event at the 
Esperance Indoor Stadium to celebrate 50 Years of Deadly. They joined students from across 
the district, along with community members and partner organisations, for a day rich in culture, 
learning, and connection.
Throughout the day, students took part in hands‑on cultural activities with Tjaltjraak, learning about local marine and
land systems and deepening their understanding of Country. They also visited the Esperance Library and Escare
rotations, where they explored the Six Nyungar Seasons through stories, displays, and interactive learning
experiences. A sausage sizzle, face painting, and time spent connecting with peers added to the warm and welcoming
atmosphere.
A standout moment of the event was the lively performance by Nickel and Dimers Band, whose music brought
everyone together to celebrate culture, community spirit, and the joy of gathering as one mob.
A huge thank you to Esperance Primary School, this year’s organising school, and to all their partners who helped
prepare and deliver such a meaningful and well‑coordinated event. Their efforts ensured a positive, engaging, and
memorable NAIDOC celebration for all involved.

N A I D O C  D A Y
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J U N I O R  H I S T O R Y  E X C U R S I O N
As part of our HASS program,
students from Rooms 1–5
enjoyed an exciting excursion
to the Esperance Museum,
Police Station, Bijou Theatre
and Aunty Joan’s Dolly Mix.
At the museum, students
explored transport,
communication, shopping,
household items and schools
from the past. They took part
in a treasure hunt, made calls
from an old-fashioned phone
box and even enjoyed a
(pretend) steam train ride.
Students then rotated through
local sites. 

The Police Station was a
favourite, where students
toured the facilities, tried on
police gear and learned about
the role of officers. 
At the Bijou Theatre, they
went behind the scenes to
explore costumes, props and
lighting, and had a chance to
step onto the stage. Aunty
Joan’s Dolly Mix delighted
students with its unique
collection of dolls and local
displays.

Students walked 
over 2 km 
throughout the day, learning,
exploring and enjoying time
with their peers. We are
incredibly proud of their
excellent behaviour.
A big thank you to our staff,
parent volunteers and
community partners for
making the day possible.



This week, we were delighted to welcome
Emma Jayakumar and Amanda Herriman
from Australian Baroque for two days of
engaging singing and songwriting workshops
with our students.
All classes participated in singing sessions
with Mrs H in the library, while our Year 4–6
students came together for a rehearsal in
preparation for the upcoming Combined
Schools Musical Concerts on 11 and 12
September. Mrs Herriman was highly
impressed by the students’ enthusiasm,
engagement and the quality of their singing.
She led a variety of vocal warm-ups that were
both enjoyable and effective, helping
students build confidence while developing
their vocal skills.
Mrs Jayakumar worked closely with our Year
3 and 4 students, introducing them to the art
of songwriting. Students explored the finer
details of writing lyrics and learned how
words can be crafted to tell a story through
music. From all reports, we may have some
talented future songwriters in our midst!
As part of our 60th Anniversary celebrations,
Mrs Herriman and Mrs Jayakumar also
joined us at our special assembly, where they
led students, staff and guests in a lively
Ghanaian rock-passing song. It was
................
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Reducing hunger
Agreed by 92% of schools. 

Improving ability 
to learn 
Agreed by 92% of schools. 

Improving mental 
wellbeing 
Agreed by 90% of schools. 

Improving 
behaviour 
Agreed by 88% of schools. 

Improving 
nutrition & health 
Agreed by 88% of schools. 

Improving school 
attendance 
Agreed by 84% of schools. 

All parents are strongly encouraged to
add the Compass App to their phone as
our School Photos ordering (Term 3) and
Swimming Lessons permission (Term 4)
will be completed through the app.

AUSTRALIAN BAROQUE INSPIRES
OUR YOUNG MUSICIANS

Supporting
Our School

Supporting kids to succeed by...

DONATE | EAT UP

Click the link to donate

Missing that favourite lunch
box or school jumper?
Check the

outside
Breaky
Club

wonderful to hear the voices of our school
community coming together in song and
sharing such a joyful experience.
We look forward to welcoming Australian
Baroque back in Week 1 next term for
additional workshops as students continue
preparing for the Combined Schools Musical
Concerts. We are grateful for the expertise,
enthusiasm and inspiration they bring to our
school community.
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C A S T L E T O W N  P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L
C E L E B R A T E S  6 0  Y E A R S
Yesterday, we proudly celebrated Castletown Primary School’s
60th Anniversary with a special assembly held alongside our
new Sustainability Kitchen and Garden area. With rain
forecast throughout the day, we were delighted that the
weather held off, with only a light drizzle beginning just as the
ribbon was cut and the assembly concluded.
The celebration featured a wonderful mix of speeches, musical
performances, special guests and the return of several former
Principals, including both retired and current Principals on
leave. Our School Captains, Amelia and Morgan, confidently
led the assembly, demonstrating outstanding leadership
throughout the event.
Students from Room 1 and Room 2 delighted the audience
with an encore performance of their much-loved assembly
item, Happy Birthday Castletown. Mrs Fetherston reflected on
the rich history of our school, celebrating 60 years of growth
and achievement. She highlighted important reminders of our
past, including Mrs Grewar’s benches beneath the peppermint
trees and the 50th Anniversary commemorative pavers, while
also speaking about the pride of being a “Castletown Kid” and
part of the wider Castletown family community.
Australian Baroque brought energy and enthusiasm to the
celebration, engaging the audience in singing a traditional
song from Ghana. A special surprise came when our Principal
Mr Vooght-Simpson returned from leave to share the story
behind our Kitchen Container and Sustainability Garden
project. With his trademark humour, he noted that both the
Eiffel Tower and the Empire State Building were completed
more quickly than our Kitchen Container project! He also
inspired students and guests alike by speaking about the
importance of planting seeds and patiently reaping the
benefits—both in our gardens and in our classrooms.

Our talented guitar students, led by Miss Gardner, entertained
the crowd with a performance of Riptide, encouraging
audience participation and creating a wonderful atmosphere.
Mrs Emily Behsman spoke about the Mount Burdett
Foundation and former Castletown student Chris Reichstein,
whose enduring legacy continues to support projects locally in
Esperance and around the world, including our Kitchen
Garden initiative.
The official ribbon-cutting ceremony was conducted by Mrs
Behsman, alongside P&C President Karrina Gordon and
parent Fiona Ryan, marking an exciting new chapter for our
school community.
Following the assembly, students enjoyed a fruit cup while
guests and family members gathered in the library for
afternoon tea and fellowship.
Today, the celebrations continued as each class planted a
commemorative tree to mark our 60th Anniversary. Students
will care for and nurture these trees throughout the year,
creating a lasting legacy that will grow alongside future
generations of Castletown students.
 
Happy 60th Birthday, Castletown Primary School! 🎉🌱🏫
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Castletown Primary School extends its sincere thanks and
appreciation to the following businesses, families and
community members for their generous contributions towards
our Kitchen Container, Tree Replacement and Sustainability
Garden project.

Together, we are cultivating sustainability,
community and lifelong learning.

Mount Burdett Foundation
Healthway
Rotary Club of Esperance Bay
Michael Drake-Brockman
Tim Cartledge
Paul Pratt
Karrina Howard
Fiona Ryan

Cheyanne Perks
Paul & Susie Watt
Trocinski Family
Rosie Smallwood
Bunnings
Bron Brennan
Rick Graham
Clontarf

And our amazing Sustainability Team

Thank You for
Supporting Our
Sustainability Journey

C A S T L E T O W N  P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L
C E L E B R A T E S  6 0  Y E A R S
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BUZZBUZZBUZZ
Thanks to your wonderful support of our Book Fair,
we’ve earned an amazing $4,121 worth of books for
our Library and RIBIT program!
A big thank you to the Castletown P&C, Tayla Stuart-
Chesson, and all the volunteers who helped make the
event such a success. Our Year 6 students also did a
fantastic job running the goodies table, raising $971.
With total sales of $11,776 and the library full of
families all week, it was a fantastic community event
—thank you to everyone who supported us.
As the weather cools down, the library is a popular
lunchtime spot, with students enjoying activities like
“playing schools”!😂 We’ve also seen lots of
excitement from our soccer fans, with books in high
demand and students eagerly following the World
Cup—turning it into a fun geography lesson too!
Luna the Kangaroo Baller, this year’s National
Simultaneous Story Time book, has also been a big hit
and ties in perfectly with the current soccer
enthusiasm.

Playing
Schools

A special thank you to Jasmine Carmody
and Cheyanne Perks for covering new
books, and to Sue Geary for helping
catalogue them. Students are loving the
new titles—perfect for a cosy holiday read
here in Esperance.

Wishing everyone a relaxing break 
and happy reading!

Sally Castledine
Library Officer

Soccer
Fever fun!
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F R O M  T H E  A R T  R O O MF R O M  T H E  A R T  R O O M

Rooms 4, 5, 6 and 7
also looked at Pop
Art and were
inspired by Romero
Britto, including
some aspects of
cubism and pop art
in their self-
portraits.

Rooms 9, 10 and 11 drew
self- portraits, inspired by
Pop Artist, Roy Lichenstein.

Rooms 13 and 14 used
a landscape
orientation for their
Britto inspired
portraits, drawing a
more childlike,
smaller face.

Rooms 12 and 21 viewed artwork by Australian artist Grotti Lottie, aka Casey Manson. They were
inspired by her quirky and colourful depictions of Australian birds whilst creating their unique
budgerigar paintings.
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WAKE UP
TEACHERS!

End of Term PBS Day
Celebrated with Pyjama Day
& Mini Movie Marathon
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Dental Health Services (OHS) offers free general dental
care for kids at the School Dental Service (SOS). The offer
is open to every student from the year they turn 5 until
their 17th birthday and includes check-ups, fillings, x-rays
and fissure sealants. 
We can also help with any urgent dental problems, like
sore teeth, lost fillings, or infections, even if you are
currently not enrolled. Simply contact your nearest SOS
Dental Therapy Centre for advice. 
If you would like to enrol your kids, or if they have an urgent dental problem,
you can find your nearest centre on our website: www.dental.wa.gov.au or
scan the QR code 

SCHOOL DENTAL SERVICE, 
HERE TO HELP! 

NOWEVERYDAY

Everyone is welcome!

ClubClubClub

Monday 20  July 2026th School Development Day - Students do not attend
Parent Interviews

Tuesday 28  July 2026th P&C Meeting 6pm

Friday 31  July 2026st Have A Go Day - Year 6

Friday 7  August 2026th Assembly Rooms 13 & 14

Thursday 20  August 2026th School Board

From 8.10am 
in Room 19

Dates to Remember

Please use crosswalks for 
school drop off/pickups. 

Do not walk through or
park in the bus zones

when buses and wardens
are in place.

A reminder to 
parents and

families

Thank you for your help!

Pancake
Day!
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PLEASE CLICK HERE TO VIEW MORE
COMMUNITY EVENTS PAGE ON OUR WEBSITECommunity NewsCommunity News  Community News 
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PLEASE CLICK HERE TO VIEW MORE
COMMUNITY EVENTS PAGE ON OUR WEBSITECommunity NewsCommunity News  Community News 
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