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Castletown NEWS
A passionate learning community that inspires, challenges, and supports
all students to succeed, and empowers them to be resilient and respectful

F R O M  T H E  P R I N C I P A L

IN THIS ISSUE

6 MARCH 2026

Principal’s Report
Deputy’s Desk
New Teachers, Wk 3 Assembly
Faction Captains, Kindy Crew 
Disability Resourcing & Support
Australian Baroque Visit
Room 3 & Room 4 News
Room 6 & STEM News
From the Art Room
Top Ten Maths, Room 10 News

1........
2........
3........
4........
5........

6........
7.........
8........
9........

Dear parents and families
It has been a fantastic start to the term, and I want to
acknowledge our students, staff and families for the positive,
settled tone across the school. The consistent processes, shared
language and clear expectations we have been embedding are
making a noticeable difference in classrooms and around the
school. Thank you for your ongoing support in reinforcing these
messages at home.
A warm welcome to the new students and families who have
joined Castletown Primary School over the past few weeks. We
hope you are already feeling a part of our vibrant and caring
school community.
Over the last fortnight, it has been wonderful to meet with both
our P&C and our School Board. Their enthusiasm, partnership
and commitment to supporting our school direction is always
appreciated. Many of our school committees, PBS, Community
Relations, Cultural Responsiveness, Restorative Practice and
Sustainability, have also met to continue their amazing work for
the year. Thank you to the staff for helping to highlight the
importance of these areas.
Our Sustainability team, in particular, has made great progress.
Plans for developing the sustainability space around the kitchen
container are really coming together, and we’re very excited about
what this will offer our students. The roof looks amazing and we
are in a great space to move forward. A huge thankyou to Michael
Drake-Brockman and his team, and also the Mount Burdett
Foundation for enabling the project to come to life. If any families
or community members know of expertise, materials, or possible
donations that could support the project, we would love to hear
from you.

Last Wednesday, our Student Councillors took part in a ‘Walk on
Country’ at Taananeditj (Rotary Lookout) with Dabungool
Cultural Experiences. It was a meaningful and memorable
learning experience for our leaders, deepening their
understanding of local culture and connection to Country.
Looking ahead, NAPLAN begins next week for our Year 3 and 5
students. Staff have been preparing students in a calm and
supportive way, and we appreciate families keeping routines
consistent during this period.
A reminder that our Faction Athletics Carnival is coming up in
Week 7, followed shortly after by Castletown hosting the
Interschool Carnival. We look forward to seeing our students
demonstrate their sportsmanship, teamwork and resilience across
both events.
Thank you for your ongoing support, it is shaping up to be a
terrific term.

Kind regards,
Mr David Vooght-Simpson
Principal
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Dear Mr Drake-Brockman,

We really appreciate everything you have done to

make the outdoor kitchen a reality.

On behalf of Castletown Primary School, thank

you very much for heling our sustainability area

grow.
The new roof looks amazing, and we are excited to

use this new area for our cooking with all the

herbs and spices we will grow in the garden.

Thank you for all your hard work and effort.

Kind regards,

The Student Councillors 

Castletown Primary School

D E P U T Y ’ S  D E S K  -  N A P L A N

In Remembrance
It is with great sadness that we share the
heartbreaking news of the passing of former
Castletown student, Ben Spencer. Ben was a 
kind and memorable presence during his time
 at our school, and he brought a warmth and spirit
that left a lasting impression on those who knew him.
We also hold close in our thoughts his devoted mum,
Sharon, who was an important part of our school
community and was always willing to help whenever
needed.
During this incredibly difficult time, our thoughts and
deepest condolences are with Ben’s family and
friends. As a school community, we stand together in
remembrance and in support of one another. Ben will
be deeply missed.

NAPLAN testing begins next week and will continue on until
Wednesday 18  March. A copy of our revised schedule has
been sent out to Year 3 and 5 parents.

th

NAPLAN is a compulsory assessment in Years 3 and 5 in
Primary schools (Year 7 and 9 in high schools) that all
students take part in, with accommodations made for students
with additional needs. 

But before they do those tests, there is something very
important that all our students should know.

The tests do not assess all of what makes each student
exceptional and unique. The people who mark the tests don’t
know that some of you love to sing, are good at drawing or can
teach others how to code or kick a ball. They have not seen the
way that some of you can dance with grace, or speak
confidently to a large group of people. They are not aware that
your friends can count on you to cheer them up when they are
sad. They do not know that you are caring, kind, thoughtful
and that every day you work hard, are respectful and do your
best. That you are a Castletown Superstar following our
Castletown Expectations. Because all these attributes cannot
be tested.

The results you will get from these tests will tell how you did
on that day but it will not tell you everything. They won’t tell
how much you brighten up your teacher’s day, or how proud
of you your parents and teachers are. They can’t tell you how
amazingly special you are!

So next week, come to school ready to do your best for the
NAPLAN tests, and remember there is no one way to ‘test’ all
the wonderful things that make you, YOU!

But we know! 😊

Julie Fetherston
Deputy Principal
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Merit Certificate Winners

A S S E M B L Y
H I G H L I G H T S
Our first assembly of the year was a
fantastic success, filled with enthusiasm
and school spirit!
Rooms 9 and 10 set a wonderful tone with their creative
and entertaining “Who Are You?” game show, introducing
both new and familiar staff in a fun and engaging way
while celebrating everyone’s unique strengths.
We were proud to present our Faction Captain badges
and announce our 2026 Wellbeing Leaders.
Congratulations also go to Room 12 for winning the
Golden Broom and to Room 11 for being the very first
recipients of our new Golden Jackets award.
A special well done to all students who received merit
certificates and to our 
Aussie of the Month
—what an outstanding achievement 
so early in the year!

2026 is already shaping up to
be something special!

Rooms
9 & 10Meet our new

teachers!

Amanda Friis Year 6

Amelia is a graduate from ECU and joins us after teaching

at West Greenwood PS.

Jade Lamb Year 2/3
Jade joins us from Northcliffe DHS, where she taught a combined

Year 3–6 class and specialised in Literacy Intervention. 

Sarah Simpson Year 1/2

Sarah joins Castletown PS after teaching at 

Salmon Gums PS and Boulder PS.
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FACTION
CAPTAINS

Very proud Faction Captains standing with Mr Pansini 
our Physical Education Specialist: 
Theo, Benji, Brooke, Austin, Levi, Oriana, Brooklyn, Liam, Mila,
Jade, Rosalina, Deacon.

W E L C O M I N G  O U R  2 0 2 6  K I N D Y  C R E W !
Our new Kindy students have officially begun their learning journey, and what a fantastic start it has been! The classrooms have
been filled with happy faces, excited energy and plenty of busy little hands exploring their new environment.
While a few parents may have shed a tear (completely understandable!), the children settled in beautifully and jumped straight
into the fun. We’re so excited to support them as they learn, grow and shine throughout the year.

Here’s to an amazing year ahead for our newest Castletown learners! 
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This week we had our first visit from Helen Kruger of Australian Baroque. 
She led our students through some musical and rhythm activities, shared about
her instrument, a violin and introduced a singer/songwriter, Felicity Groom 
who performed one of her original songs and then supported Helen with the
musical activities.

This musical program will be coming to Castletown PS and Nulsen PS
twice a term, with different performers and instruments, working in all
classes. These activities will then culminate in a musical performance 
                                      of our Year 4-6 students at the Civic Centre with a 
                                          combined Choir from the two schools performing on
                                                                           stage in September. This is an amazing
                                                                           opportunity for our students, learning
                                                                          from professional musicians and
                                                                          experiencing the joy of music.

A U S T R A L I A N  B A R O Q U E  V I S I T

At Castletown Primary School, we aim to be
transparent and share some information about how
disability resourcing works at our school. We are
committed to supporting all students to access
learning successfully and access support through the
Department of Education’s Disability Resourcing
System (DRS).

To apply for funding, students must have a diagnosed
disability or be on a formal waitlist for assessment.
Eligible categories include Autism Spectrum Disorder,
Intellectual Disability, Global Developmental Delay,
Physical Disability, severe mental health or psychiatric
conditions, and vision or hearing impairment.
Applications are reviewed by the Department of
Education and funding is allocated to the school
based on the level of support required.

Funding is used flexibly to provide learning
adjustments, specialised resources, staff professional
learning and additional staffing. We are fortunate to
have a skilled team of Special Needs Education
Assistants supporting students with additional needs. 

These Education Assistants may work one‑on‑one,
with small groups, or in the classroom, providing
support that helps teachers deliver reasonable
adjustments for students with additional needs.
 
Common misconceptions:

Therapist/Doctor recommendations do not
automatically result in an Education Assistant
ADHD (Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder)
or SLD (Specific Learning Disorder, such as
dyslexia or dyscalculia) do not attract disability
funding, although students are supported through
school-based strategies
Education Assistant support is not automatically
full-time and may be shared or flexible depending
on need

 
If you are considering or pursuing assessment for
your child, please contact the school to discuss how
we can support you.
 
Kate Toop and Susie Watt
Learning Support Coordinators

D I S A B I L I T Y  R E S O U R C I N G  A N D  S U P P O R T
A T  C A S T L E T O W N  P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L
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Room 3 has had a spectacular start to the
year! 
We have been settling into routine, building positive
relationships, and sinking our teeth into our curriculum
areas. Having completed our first maths unit on
subitising, we have now improved on using our
"superhero eyes" to identify groups of numbers without
counting! 
We have also been greatly enjoying our time at the
computers, where we are improving our typing and
general technology usage skills. 
I look forward to seeing all we will accomplish this term.
Sarah Simpson
Teacher

R O O M  3 ,  Y E A R  1 / 2

R O O M  4 ,  Y E A R  2 / 3
In Room 4 we have been getting to know one another and learn
our new class routines.

Our focus as a class has been kindness and we have 
started a "Sunflower of Kindness" we write down a 
kind thought about someone in our class and add it to
our sunflower. We also have a Thought for the Week 
we read through every morning and practise
during recess and lunch.

Our Year 3 classmates have been preparing for 
NAPLAN, whilst our Year 2s are working hard with
spelling and reading. Our class also has been 
completing homework grids with some of tasks 
involving competing "Home Duties" like making our
beds, helping with dishes and playing games with our 
families or friends.

We have been very busy!

Nicola Rose
Teacher
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Room 6 hosted their own Winter Olympics, complete
with student‑designed competitors in custom team
colours. The athletes “competed” in ski jumping, figure
skating and tobogganing.
It was a fantastic blend of imagination, teamwork and
hands‑on fun!
Jena Ralston
Teacher

Gold medals all

Gold medals all

ro

und for Room 6!
round for Room 6!

R O O M  6  
M I N I  W I N T E R  
O L Y M P I C S !

In their first week back, students kicked off STEM with a creative name‑tag design challenge. Year 6
students were tasked with building a 3D name tag that could stand on its own, while Years 1–5
created tags showcasing their name, favourite colour and at least three favourite things.
For an extra twist, students could even engineer a pencil holder into their design!
The results were fantastic—bright, clever and wonderfully unique name tags from every class.
Julie Dalling

S T E M  R O O M  N A M E  T A G  C H A L L E N G E  
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F R O M  T H E  A R T  R O O M
Abstract Art Exploration   Rooms 9, 10,
11, and 12 have been exploring abstract
artworks by Janet Skates. Students
practised the technique of layering,
beginning with analogous colours as a
base. They then applied either cool or
warm colours for the second layer,
followed by high- and low-contrast
colours to create dimension. We
examined the principles of harmony
and balance, and students added
detailed patterns for the fourth and
final layer. Throughout the process,
students were encouraged to express
their ideas creatively. We were amazed
by the individuality and the quality of
the final, process-driven artworks.

Mixed Media Colour Fun  Rooms 6, 7, 13,
14 and 21 commenced this term looking
at colour theory. They mixed primary
colours to make secondary colours in
gradients, exploring value. They
discovered that using red, yellow and
blue created all the colours in their
artworks. The students used analogous
colours (those close to each other on
the tertiary colour wheel), to outline
their new colours. They created both
high and low contrast as borders to
their new colours. 

Colour-Mixed Monsters Rooms 1, 2 3, 4,
and 5 created colour-mixed monsters
by mixing primary colours to make
secondary colours. We combined blobs
of red, yellow, and blue to create unique
shapes. Using a scraper, we pulled and
pushed the colours together, which
resulted in orange, green, and purple.
We then transformed our shapes into
monsters with unique features inspired
by the forms that emerged. Implied
texture was added for hair and fur using
expressive stroke marks and lines. The
personality of each monster was
enhanced through the placement of
eyes, eyebrows, and mouths. Most of
our monsters were friendly and funny.

Pre-primary classes have been learning
about cool and warm colours. Students
have explored a variety of line types
and used them to create patterns.
Through this process, they have
developed their understanding of
colour theory while experimenting with
creative line work and design.

Rae Maguire
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T O P  T E N  M A T H S
Our school is proud to use Top Ten Maths, a
program that helps children build real
understanding and genuine confidence in
mathematics. Created by experienced Australian
primary teachers, Top Ten makes maths
meaningful, hands‑on and enjoyable for every
learner.
In Top Ten lessons, children actively explore
maths using concrete materials such as counters,
blocks, number lines and place‑value tools. They
talk through their thinking with classmates,
investigate real‑life maths situations, test ideas,
notice patterns and record their discoveries in
their own words. Rather than memorising steps,
students learn by doing — reasoning out loud,
modelling ideas, and building strong conceptual
foundations that last.

Top Ten’s mission is simple: to help every
Australian child fall in love with maths and
grow into a confident, capable learner.

From the Maths Leadership Team

R O O M  1 0

Last week we got outside and used our metric conversion
knowledge to measure and convert long jumps.
We worked in teams to jump, record and covert. We then made
comparisons to World records and completed multi step
operations to solve “real world” maths problems.

REAL WORLD MATHS!
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P H Y S I C A L  E D U C A T I O N
This term, our students are diving into an energetic and engaging
athletics program designed to develop the skills, fitness, and
confidence they’ll need to shine at our upcoming Whole School
Athletics Carnival. The carnival is always a highlight on our
school calendar, bringing together students, families, and staff for a
day of community spirit, encouragement, and friendly competition
— and we’re gearing up for a fantastic event.
Throughout the term, every class is building proficiency across the
core athletics disciplines. Students are practising:

Short‑distance sprinting – focusing on explosive starts,
speed, and running technique
Long‑distance running – developing endurance, pacing,
and resilience
Throwing and catching skills – improving coordination,
accuracy, and fundamental movement skills
Long jump – learning proper take-off, flight, and landing
techniques

Lessons are hands‑on, fast‑paced, and filled with opportunities for
students to challenge themselves, work together, and celebrate
their improvements. It’s been wonderful seeing students set goals,
support each other, and push to achieve their personal best.
As we move closer to Carnival Day, excitement is building across
the school. Our athletics program ensures all students feel
prepared, confident, and eager to take part. We look forward to
welcoming our families and wider community to what promises to
be a vibrant, energetic day celebrating student achievement,
teamwork, and school pride.

Let the countdown begin!

Damien Pansini
Physical Education Specialist

Capsicums are actually part of the 
fruit family, but they are prepared as 
a vegetable. If left on the plant long enough, 
they turn from green to red, gold or yellow. 
Red capsicums have the sweetest flavour and are
also highest in vitamin C compared with the other
colours. 

F U N  FAC T
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BUZZBUZZ

A friendly reminder to families

to please help your child

remember their library day,

return their books, and bring

along their library bag so

books can travel safely

between school and home.

Thank you!

The library has kicked off the year with a
vibrant Chinese/Lunar New Year display,
a wonderful way to celebrate new 
beginnings. It has been lovely to hear
from staff and students about how they
celebrate Lunar New Year at home.

The paper plane boys are
back and taking their
creations to the next level!
Using a “how to make and fly
paper planes” book from the
library, they have been
designing some very
impressive, high-tech planes
and testing how well they fly.

Lunchtimes in the library are already buzzing with activity

We would also like to welcome Justine from ESHS, who will
be joining us in the library every Wednesday this year as
part of her work placement. We are very happy to have her
helping in the library!

We are looking forward to another fun-filled year of
reading, discovery and exciting library activities!
 

Sally Castledine
Library Officer
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On Wednesday our Student Leader team had the
chance to take part in a Walk on Country at
Taananeditj (Rotary Lookout) with Dabungool
Cultural Experiences.

As we walked, we were shown how Noongar people have
always used the land carefully and respectfully. We
learnt that every plant has a purpose, whether it’s for
food, medicine, tools, or teaching.

What stood out most today was realising how connected
everything is, the land, the plants, the animals, the
people, and the stories. We weren’t just learning about
plants; we were learning about how to care for Country,
how to respect what grows here, and how to see the
landscape through a different lens.

We left feeling proud, grateful, and inspired to keep
learning about the Country we live and learn on every
day.

A WALK ON COUNTRY

CONTRIBUTIONS
& CHARGES NOW DUE

NOW DUE
NOW DUE
NOW DUE

Thank you to everyone who has already paid
their school fees for 2026. 

All charges for books and early years activities are now
due, invoices/statements were sent out in February. 
If you require any additional information, please speak
with our administration team.

Contributions help cover essential materials, services, and
facilities, with a set contribution of $60 per child, as outlined in
the School Education Regulations 2000. 
Charges apply to extra activities and resources not covered by
contributions, such as exercise workbooks, scrapbooks, and
Spelling Mastery books.

For further details, please refer to the documents below:
2026 Contributions and Charges Brochure
2026 Contributions and Charges Payment Form

https://www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/2026_cps_cont__charges_brochure.pdf
https://www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/2026_payment_form.pdf
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Through these actions, we work together to create 
a positive and supportive school environment for all.

Castletown Primary A PBS School

Positive Behaviour Support (PBS)
As a PBS school, we are committed to proactively teaching and
reinforcing positive behaviour. PBS provides a framework for
establishing a school culture where students are encouraged to
be respectful, responsible, and engaged in their learning. 

Our PBS program is built on the following elements:

Clear Expectations: We have clear, consistent, and communicated expectations for student behaviour
across all settings (e.g., classroom, playground, assemblies). 

Teaching Behaviours: Positive behaviours are explicitly taught, modelled, and practiced in various
contexts. 

Recognition & Reinforcement: Positive behaviours are regularly acknowledged through a variety of
feedback and recognition strategies to reinforce desired behaviours. 

Ongoing Monitoring: Behavioural data is recorded and analysed using Compass/Kaartdijin to track
trends, provide early intervention, and assess the effectiveness of interventions. 

Define expected behaviours: We set clear behavioural expectations for all students and staff, with
visible examples in different areas of the school. 

Teach and practice behaviours: We develop a school-wide plan to ensure that all students learn the
expected behaviours consistently, guided by all staff. Through behaviour skits, school produced videos,
PA announcements, and even celebrity video calls, we reinforce the significance of positive behaviour
and highlight how it can contribute to a successful and fulfilling life. 

Encourage positive behaviour: We implement systems to acknowledge and promote expected
behaviour, involving the entire school community.

Our mid term PBS Sports Dress Up Day is just
another inclusive way our school helps to 
reinforce positive 
behaviour 

For more details please refer to our
Behaviours for Learning Guidelines

https://www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/behaviours_for_learning_guide.pdf


Wednesday 11th - 23rd March 2026 NAPLAN

Friday 13th March 2026 Assembly 2pm

Thursday 19th March 2026 Athletics Carnival - Jumps & Throws

Friday 20th March 2026 Athletics Carnival - Running & Team Events

Friday 27th March 2026
School Development Day 
Students do not attend
Parent Interviews

Wednesday 1st April 2026 Easter Egg Raffle Assembly 2.30pm

Thursday 2nd April 2026 Interschool Sports @ CPS

Friday 3rd April 2026 Good Friday

Monday 20th April 2026 School Development Day

Tuesday 21st April 2026 Start of Term 2
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Dates to Remember

Scholastic Book Club
ORDERS DUE ONLINE 1PM FRIDAY MARCH 13th. 

Look out for your copy of Book Club coming home in your child’s schoolbag.
It’s packed with hundreds of books from just $3 and a $5 discount code to
help you on your child’s reading journey.

To order, use your existing book club LOOP account, (update your children’s
details, select room number and teacher), or for new users go to
scholastic.com.au/LOOP to register (choose the CASTLETOWN PRIMARY
SCHOOL B/C account). Alternatively, download the LOOP app from the App
Store or Google Play. NO CASH PAYMENTS ACCEPTED.

The P&C coordinates the book club for our school twice a year, during term 1
and term 3. Parents can order online throughout the year and pay individual
postage, which will still earn rewards for our school. 
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2026 Executive Team
President - Karrina Howard
Vice President - Brooke Fomiatti
Secretary - Anna Dhue
Treasurer - Justine Edwards

Please join us using the link below - 
Castletown Primary School P&C Membership Form

PLEASE CLICK HERE TO VIEW THE
COMMUNITY EVENTS PAGE ON OUR WEBSITECommunity News Community News 

YouThank 
Dear Suzie,

They say it takes a village, but every village
needs a visionary to keep the gears turning.
Thank you for being ours. Your incredible
dedication as P&C President over the last
two years has transformed the way our
community connects. From the late-night
emails to the tireless event planning, your
impact is felt in every corner of the school. 

The school is a brighter, better-equipped
place because of your hard work. You’ve set
a high bar for excellence, and we are so
lucky to have had you at the helm!

With deepest gratitude,
The Entire School Community

The P&C team would like to welcome Karrina
as our new P&C President for 2026.

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAO__dI4u21UNzQzUkUxNDNTSEdaMlFESTJRTUNZQ0RVWi4u&route=shorturl
https://www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/page/217/Community-Events
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Whether you’re picking up a stick for the first time or returning for
another great year, we’d love to see you involved.

Junior registrations close on 6th March to allow us time to
finalise teams and prepare fixtures for the season ahead.

If your child is planning to play, please make sure you register
before this date so we can place everyone into teams.

Senior registrations will remain open a little longer, however we
encourage all players to register as early as possible to assist

with planning —
 especially with our turf development underway this year.

We accept KidSport vouchers for eligible players.

To register, simply follow the link below and complete the process
via Revolutionise — it’s quick and easy:

 https://www.revolutionise.com.au/esperancehockey/registration
If you have any questions:

📧 Registration enquiries – Kayla McDonald:
esperanceregistrar.hockey@gmail.com

📧 Junior competition enquiries – Matt Ryan:
esperance.junior.hockey@gmail.com

We’re looking forward to a fantastic 2026 season! 🏑

Esperance Hockey
Association – 2026

Season Registrations
Now Open!

We’re excited to welcome
all new and returning

players to the 
2026 hockey season! 

PLEASE CLICK HERE TO VIEW THE
COMMUNITY EVENTS PAGE ON OUR WEBSITECommunity News Community News 

SOCCER REGISTRATIONS
ARE OPEN UNTIL
8  MARCH 2026TH

Changes to training times 
will increase pitch space 
for all players to train. 

There is a 15-18 years league with regular matches
against seniors. 
12-14 mixed division, 9-11 Girls and Boys division.
7-8 mixed 5-6 mixed. 
Friday night girls only training and matches. 
There is literally an option for everyone!
Register via our facebook page or website links:
https://www.facebook.com/EsperanceSoccer
Association
https://espsoccer.tidyhq.com/
Queries to espsoccerassoc@outlook.com

https://www.revolutionise.com.au/esperancehockey/registration
mailto:esperanceregistrar.hockey@gmail.com
mailto:esperance.junior.hockey@gmail.com
https://www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/page/217/Community-Events
https://www.facebook.com/EsperanceSoccerAssociation
https://www.facebook.com/EsperanceSoccerAssociation
https://espsoccer.tidyhq.com/
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PLEASE CLICK HERE TO VIEW THE
COMMUNITY EVENTS PAGE ON OUR WEBSITECommunity News Community News 

https://www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/page/217/Community-Events
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PLEASE CLICK HERE TO VIEW THE
COMMUNITY EVENTS PAGE ON OUR WEBSITECommunity News Community News 

Please use crosswalks for 
school drop off/pickups. 

Do not walk through or park 
in the bus zones when buses 

and wardens are in place.

A reminder to 
parents and families

Thank you for your help!

NOW
EVERY
DAY

Everyone is welcome!

ClubClubFrom 
8.10am 
in Room 19

https://www.castletownprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/page/217/Community-Events

